
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

The Early Intervention Central Intake Bulletin 

eNewsletter for Early Intervention providers 

July 2025 

From all of our staff statewide, we welcome you to this edition of The Early 
Intervention Central Intake Bulletin! 

 

 

Pictured above: The Help Me Grow Central Intake & Referral team at an all-staff 
meeting in May at Columbus Parks & Recreation's Whetstone Shelterhouse. 



As always, thank you for all the work you do to provide high-quality Early Intervention 
(EI) services to Ohio families. 

 

  

EI Communication Essentials 

 

Communications Toolkit 

 

An updated version of the EI 
Communications Toolkit is available for 
download at helpmegrow.org. Just as 
before, the toolkit offers guidance on 
conducting outreach and public 
awareness activities, key messaging, 
and helpful uses for promotional 
materials. 

 

What's new in this version of the toolkit? 

 

• Ohio’s Heart of it All branding 

• Audience-specific messages 

• Key messaging framework 
content 

• Additional materials about 
specific developmental delays, 
elevated blood lead levels (EBLL), 
neonatal abstinence or opioid 
withdrawal syndromes (NAS/ 
NOWS), and hearing loss. 

 

 

 

Download the 
Communications Toolkit  

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F68g6jh6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015Htp31OmqQ0OIZKVy27XatNGPCWvz9MVarl52lrtmJ3PcAZXohX7bgrBHWH9ym91keS8HGzypnc4VZSEIcmhz2MwNKRJPzXwyb8lKYGKmtiHlGrAnIeGXpVLSUPPlvu8gKQdDGy0TiHXJ7tIaFTkvytGBio0dn7COYA3homlj4ChMRMf2DbD2V6_3cTIyFom_qgqrCk-1_z8H1z4svrFEw2gsQX7D37mevSj0L9Er-6nJ7s4agmCJb28uHdBpLUDc-QFRhhlTl2U1bHQdDLl02sCnjdnZN63%26c%3DLtOVDl6yHZGEn-sJjAhheBamn9EWknGRmH7tis3P-vDaUQDGBQqzsg%3D%3D%26ch%3Dt5CnpUgp_EsxSdtPd-RfcGulwk1BeNK50iZ-QYr-HgPArR21qfBwtg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cglenda.mihaly%40childrenandyouth.ohio.gov%7C72b07959e93847540c1508ddc60699ff%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638884453857816110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TwqhMRDnzRhqTVhF0KVRj%2FMld3UsXVsoxoGYVJyjmuE%3D&reserved=0
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Remember that professional referral 
sources can contact their local EI 
service coordination agencies to obtain 
print materials directly. To make sure 
your agency has all the materials it 
needs to provide, click the button below 
to complete the EI order form. 

 

Order EI materials  

 

 

  

ASQ Developmental Screening Program 

 

  

 

 

 

As of May 30, 14,186 ASQ screenings 
have been completed, and there are 
currently 641 Sparkler program 
partners. Since the start of the fiscal 
year, 300 children were connected to 
Early Intervention or Home Visiting, and 
183 children were connected to 
Preschool Special Education through the 
program.  

 

Families can learn more about Sparkler, 
its benefits, and how to sign up using the 
code OH at helpmegrow.org/asq. 
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ASQ Library Kits 

 

CIR outreach staff have been visiting the 
children’s departments of libraries 
statewide to deliver developmental 
screening kits intended for use 
alongside the Sparkler App. 

 

These kits include items to help with 
developmental screenings as well as 
instructions for downloading and using 
the Sparkler app. Families can check out 
the ASQ library kits for use at the library 
or at home. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Download the ASQ provider toolkit with ready-to-use materials to help you 
share information about Sparkler with families. These materials would be 
useful for those found not eligible for EI; those exiting EI and not 



transitioning to Part B services; and those with siblings in the home not 
involved with EI.  

Access the toolkit  

 

  

 

Social Media and Advertising 

 

We continue to partner with social media content creators across Ohio to spread the 
word about the Sparkler ASQ screening tool. Check out some of the newer posts 
below! 

 

 

 

Celia 

@celiadw 

 

 

 

Ashley & Brittany 

@lovedby2moms 

 

 

 

Jessie 

@daily_dig 

 

 

 

 

Have you seen our billboards or bus advertisements in your community? Let us 
know! Snap a picture and send it to communications@helpmegrow.org 
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Outreach and Awareness 

 

  

Outreach staff completed 2,192 activities in the third quarter of SFY25, including 254 
meetings and/or presentations to educate professionals on the benefits of Help Me 
Grow services and how to refer.  

 

Don't forget to share our updated How-to-refer videos linked below! They provide in-
depth, yet easy to follow, steps for completing the web referral form for families and 
professionals.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming soon: Automatic Eligibility Awareness Campaign 

 

This summer, CIR will be implementing a public awareness campaign directed to 
medical professional with a focus on diagnoses that make a child automatically 
eligible for EI. 

 

Folders will be delivered to pediatric physicians and specialists statewide packed full 
of Help Me Grow program information, including a new flyer that discusses 
automatic eligibility and the referral process. 

 

The goal is to ensure medical professional are aware of diagnoses that automatically 
qualify a child for EI, including hearing loss, extreme prematurity, NICU stay > 30 
days, very low birth weight at birth or within 30 calendar days after birth), etc. 

 

 

 

 

Help us spread the word about Family Connects Ohio (FCO) 

 



 

 

Download FCO materials  

 

Current participating communities 
include: Erie, Huron, Greene, Darke, 
Fayette, Shelby, Mahoning, Trumbull, 
Noble, Guernsey, and Hamilton* 
counties. 

 

*Babies must be born at the University of 
Cincinnati Medical Center and reside in 
Hamilton County. 

 

Family Connects is a free, in-home nurse 
visit provided within the first few weeks 
of a newborn’s arrival. The nurse checks 
up on the baby’s and the family’s health, 
screens for potential postnatal health 
complications, answers questions about 
welcoming a newborn, and connects the 
family to resources within their 
community. 

 

Updates and FCO promotional material 
can be found at 
helpmegrow.org/FamilyConnects. 
Select FCO print materials are available 
for order in English and Spanish through 
the Ohio Department of Children and 
Youth (DCY). 

 

  

SFY25 Third Quarter Referral Data 

(January-March 2025) 

 

CIR processed 11,187 system referrals to EI in the third quarter of SFY25. Of those 
system referrals, 8,633 program referrals were assigned to local EI providers across 
the state. From the Ohio Department of Health, CIR received 337 referrals for 
children with elevated blood lead levels (EBLL) across 59 counties.  
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Other updates 

 

  

Parent & Youth Ambassadors 

 



 

 

 

Did you know that the Ohio Department 
of Children and Youth offers Parent and 
Youth Ambassadors (PYAs) through Child 
Care Resource and Referral agencies 
statewide?  

 

With real-life experience navigating 
social services, they offer support to 
families facing challenges like childcare, 
special education, and homelessness—
no judgment, just help!  

Download the flyer  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Follow us on Instagram 

 

@brightbeginningshmg offers 
information about Sparkler, Help Me 
Grow, early childhood education, 
Home Visiting, Early intervention, and 
more! Follow us today! 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any questions regarding anything in this email? 

Contact us at communications@helpmegrow.org. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F68g6jh6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015Htp31OmqQ0OIZKVy27XatNGPCWvz9MVarl52lrtmJ3PcAZXohX7bgrBHWH9ym917Qjiahp4E2a5j8WSYDXOg7j0LVNnjrKN7XO7hYYoKZud7MA9g5cAj1u6RG-tBXnOYcNEgqazSs2RdU2GBbV6cog8YWSWikormYt3OUGI-OpzX51_5qJVXmg3ugC6aiVVKF96toXdGkn4AqJqDrtSWUf1eyK0DCsbOYZzRnngQ1h36__sE1HDWMQcpnrZwC9Xqp4OCDfvsaQ%3D%26c%3DLtOVDl6yHZGEn-sJjAhheBamn9EWknGRmH7tis3P-vDaUQDGBQqzsg%3D%3D%26ch%3Dt5CnpUgp_EsxSdtPd-RfcGulwk1BeNK50iZ-QYr-HgPArR21qfBwtg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cglenda.mihaly%40childrenandyouth.ohio.gov%7C72b07959e93847540c1508ddc60699ff%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638884453858169689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fcod0hf5pNA47WlGce1KemyaduvwoScuYzfPMRPTzIQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F68g6jh6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015Htp31OmqQ0OIZKVy27XatNGPCWvz9MVarl52lrtmJ3PcAZXohX7bunqLicDSiEvKxmb2eVr7yXo6XXwIltDNiDK7jGT3NCAMm7ULOnHNVANQ_jk--qhlRuvzML8N67aCnPn9kXYeDDzP4NsYBP6vpI5egTK5MKcxfzGMnolAVjkGZQ0x8DaTOo1wx6C4Z2p%26c%3DLtOVDl6yHZGEn-sJjAhheBamn9EWknGRmH7tis3P-vDaUQDGBQqzsg%3D%3D%26ch%3Dt5CnpUgp_EsxSdtPd-RfcGulwk1BeNK50iZ-QYr-HgPArR21qfBwtg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cglenda.mihaly%40childrenandyouth.ohio.gov%7C72b07959e93847540c1508ddc60699ff%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638884453858197229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aMxcmrDLnmnqZyTk2sJgkKw%2BJ2G%2FM5COJJOW3w4ATXc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F68g6jh6ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015Htp31OmqQ0OIZKVy27XatNGPCWvz9MVarl52lrtmJ3PcAZXohX7bunqLicDSiEvKxmb2eVr7yXo6XXwIltDNiDK7jGT3NCAMm7ULOnHNVANQ_jk--qhlRuvzML8N67aCnPn9kXYeDDzP4NsYBP6vpI5egTK5MKcxfzGMnolAVgX_3u6qCmf_zbclA_v84B7%26c%3DLtOVDl6yHZGEn-sJjAhheBamn9EWknGRmH7tis3P-vDaUQDGBQqzsg%3D%3D%26ch%3Dt5CnpUgp_EsxSdtPd-RfcGulwk1BeNK50iZ-QYr-HgPArR21qfBwtg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cglenda.mihaly%40childrenandyouth.ohio.gov%7C72b07959e93847540c1508ddc60699ff%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638884453858210714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pyZmvECF5C0Rz%2FMh6tjm%2BJULEdUfs8VJlGGgAMuNyBo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:communications@helpmegrow.org


Past editions of this eNewsletter can be found at helpmegrow.org/providers. 
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