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"More Than Just a Legal Ruling”
Adoption Changes the Lives of Grandparents and Their Grandkids
Forever

Life doesn’t always give second chances. But for grandparents who once stood before
Child Protective Services as struggling, poverty-stricken young parents, fate would
eventually offer them one. More than 30 years before, their history was marked with
hardship and pain. They were young, living in poverty, and burdened by the choices that
came with survival. Their involvement with CPS left behind an extensive negative history
that followed them for decades, haunting them even as they grew older and wiser.

But time has a way of reshaping people. With age came perspective, strength, and a deeper
understanding of love. When the day came that their three grandchildren needed a safe
and permanent home, the grandparents stepped forward to become adoptive parents for
these children, despite knowing their past could be held against them.

The twin boys carried their own scars. They survived serious physical abuse at the hands of
their parents. The twins required years of occupational, physical, and speech therapy. Their
younger sister came into care due to dependency and later diagnosed with autism, needed
stability and permanency more than anything else. Each child was also in counseling,
working to heal from trauma that no child should ever endure.

For the grandparents, this became a mission of love and commitment. For seven years,
they faithfully drove the twins to medical appointments and therapy sessions. For four
years, they did the same for their granddaughter. They sat through school meetings,
caseworker visits, and every county-scheduled meeting — never once wavering. They were
constantly under the microscope, their old CPS history casting a long shadow. Yet they
pressed forward, determined to prove that their past did not define the parents or
grandparents they had become.
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Their perseverance spoke louder than the doubts. With patience, resilience, and
unconditional love, they proved that cycles could be broken. What began as a story of
hardship and struggle was transformed into one of redemption and healing. InJuly, after
years of dedication and a contested hearing, the judge granted the grandparents something
they had long dreamed of... the adoption of all three grandchildren. It was more than justa
legal ruling. It was the culmination of years of sacrifice, a testament to the power of love,
and the beginning of a new chapter where the children would finally know permanency,
safety, and belonging.

You can help us tell more stories of adoption success by spreading the word. Share our
adoption, foster, and kinship website, FosterandAdopt.ohio.gov.
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