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Understanding Proposed 2024 Ohio Building, Mechanical & Plumbing Code Rules 

The next Ohio Building (OBC), Mechanical (OMC) & Plumbing Codes (OPC) will be adopted by the Board 
of Building Standards (Board) differently than previous code updates.  The next OBC, OMC & OPC will be 
based on the 2021 International Codes (I-Codes) published by the International Code Council (ICC).  In 
previous code cycles, the Board would duplicate model code language from the I-Codes into the Ohio 
Administrative Code (OAC).   

However, as part of Governor DeWine’s and Lt Governor Husted’s initiative to reform the OAC by targeting 
duplicative provisions, outdated sections and unnecessary requirements, the Board will no longer 
duplicate model code language unchanged by Ohio in the OBC, OMC & OPC rules.  This means that the 
proposed rules will look different than they have in the past, but once adopted the published OBC, OMC, 
OPC code books – both online and in print – will look the same as they do today integrating both the 
model code and Ohio modifications into cohesive documents.   

Administrative Provisions & Rules of Construction 

As Ohio code administration requirements are specific to Ohio law, the Board is not adopting the 
provisions of Chapters 1 of the IBC, IMC & IPC.  Proposed rule 4101:1-1-01 continues to specify the 
administrative requirements for building code compliance and enforcement in Ohio and will appear in the 
code in its entirety.  New provisions in proposed rule 4101:1-1-01 provide general Rules of Construction 
that apply to all proposed OBC, OMC, & OPC rules, such as replacing all references to “permit” in the 
model codes with “approval,” to be consistent with how certain references, terms and phrases have 
traditionally been applied in Ohio’s codes.  

Reviewing Proposed Rules 

The proposed rules will now only list provisions in the model codes that Ohio is deleting, modifying or 
replacing.  This will require comparison between the proposed Ohio rules to the model codes. To aid in 
stakeholder review, below are examples of how to compare proposed model code documents with the 
proposed rules.  Stakeholders can view the base 2021 International Building, Mechanical & Plumbing 
Codes for free on ICC’s website. 

2021 International Building Code 

2021 International Mechanical Code 

2021 International Plumbing Code 

Additional referenced standards are also available for review: 

2021 International Energy Conservation Code 

2021 International Fuel Gas Code 

2021 International Existing Buildings Code 

2021 International Fire Code 

  

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/OHBC2017P5
https://www.iccsafe.org/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IBC2021P2
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IMC2021P3
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IPC2021P3
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IECC2021P2
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFGC2021P2
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IEBC2021P2
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFC2021P2
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Example 1: No Ohio change. Model code to be adopted verbatim. 

IBC Chapter 4 addresses “Special detailed requirements based on occupancy and use,” and proposed rule 
4101:1-4-01 adopts all of IBC Chapter 4 except as modified in the rule.   
 
IBC Section 404 addresses atriums: 

 

Proposed rule 4101:1-4-01 does not list any modifications to Section 404.  

 

Therefore, all of IBC Section 404 will appear in the code verbatim: 
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SECTION 404 
ATRIUMS 

404.1 General. The provisions of Sections 404.1 through 404.11 shall apply to buildings containing 
atriums. Atriums are not permitted in buildings or structures classified as Group H. 

Exception: Vertical openings that comply with Sections 712.1.1 through 712.1.3, and Sections 712.1.9 
through 712.1.14. 

404.2 Use. The floor of the atrium shall not be used for other than low fire hazard uses and only approved 
materials and decorations in accordance with the International Fire Code shall be used in the atrium space. 

Exception: The atrium floor area is permitted to be used for any approved use where the individual 
space is provided with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1. 

[F] 404.3 Automatic sprinkler protection. An approved automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout the entire building. 

Exceptions: 
1. That area of a building adjacent to or above the atrium need not be sprinklered provided that 

portion of the building is separated from the atrium portion by not less than 2-hour fire barriers 
constructed in accordance with Section 707 or horizontal assemblies constructed in accordance 
with Section 711, or both. 

2. Where the ceiling of the atrium is more than 55 feet (16 764 mm) above the floor, sprinkler 
protection at the ceiling of the atrium is not required. 

[F] 404.4 Fire alarm system. A fire alarm system shall be provided in accordance with Section 907.2.14. 
404.5 Smoke control. A smoke control system shall be installed in accordance with Section 909. 

Exceptions: 
1. In other than Group I-2, and Group I-1, Condition 2, smoke control is not required for atriums 

that connect only two stories. 
2. A smoke control system is not required for atriums connecting more than two stories when all 

of the following are met: 
2.1. Only the two lowest stories shall be permitted to be open to the atrium. 
2.2. All stories above the lowest two stories shall be separated from the atrium in accordance 

with the provisions for a shaft in Section 713.4. 
404.6 Enclosure of atriums. Atrium spaces shall be separated from adjacent spaces by a 1-hour fire barrier 
constructed in accordance with Section 707 or a horizontal assembly constructed in accordance with 
Section 711, or both. 

Exceptions: 
1. A fire barrier is not required where a glass wall forming a smoke partition is provided. The glass 

wall shall comply with all of the following: 
1.1. Automatic sprinklers are provided along both sides of the separation wall and doors, or on 

the room side only if there is not a walkway on the atrium side. The sprinklers shall be 
located between 4 inches and 12 inches (102 mm and 305 mm) away from the glass and at 
intervals along the glass not greater than 6 feet (1829 mm). The sprinkler system shall be 
designed so that the entire surface of the glass is wet upon activation of the sprinkler 
system without obstruction; 

1.2. The glass wall shall be installed in a gasketed frame in a manner that the framing system 
deflects without breaking (loading) the glass before the sprinkler system operates; and 

1.3. Where glass doors are provided in the glass wall, they shall be either self-closing or 
automatic-closing. 

2. A fire barrier is not required where a glass-block wall assembly complying with Section 2110 and 
having a 3/4-hour fire protection rating is provided. 
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3. A fire barrier is not required between the atrium and the adjoining spaces of up to three floors 
of the atrium provided that such spaces are accounted for in the design of the smoke control 
system. 

4. A fire barrier is not required between the atrium and the adjoining spaces where the atrium is 
not required to be provided with a smoke control system. 

5.  A horizontal assembly is not required between the atrium and openings for escalators 
complying with Section 712.1.3. 

6. A horizontal assembly is not required between the atrium and openings for exit access stairways 
and ramps complying with Item 4 of Section 1019.3. 

[F] 404.7 Standby power. Equipment required to provide smoke control shall be provided with standby 
power in accordance with Section 909.11. 
404.8 Interior finish. The interior finish of walls and ceilings of the atrium shall be not less than Class B. 
Sprinkler protection shall not result in a reduction in class. 
404.9 Exit access travel distance. Exit access travel distance for areas open to an atrium shall comply with 
the requirements of Section 1017.  
404.10 Exit stairways in an atrium. Where an atrium contains an interior exit stairway all the following 
shall be met:  

1. The entry to the exit stairway is the edge of the closest riser of the exit stairway. 
2. The entry of the exit stairway shall have access from a minimum of two directions. 
3. The distance between the entry to an exit stairway in an atrium and the entrance to a minimum of 

one exit stairway enclosed in accordance with Section 1023.2 shall comply with the separation 
required by Section 1007.1.1. 

4. Exit access travel distance shall be measured to the closest riser of the exit stairway. 
5. Not more than 50 percent of the exit stairways shall be located in the same atrium. 

404.11 Interior exit stairway discharge. Discharge of interior exit stairways through an atrium shall be in 
accordance with Section 1028. 
 

  

�
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Example 2: Ohio replaces model code language in its entirety. 

IBC Chapter 5 addresses “General Building Heights and Areas,” and proposed rule 4101:1-5-01 adopts all 
of IBC Chapter 5 except as modified in the rule.   
 
IBC Section 506.3.1 addresses minimum percentage of perimeter: 
 

 

Proposed rule 4101:1-5-01 replaces IBC Section 506.3.1 in its entirety with Ohio language. 

 

Therefore, the IBC language will not appear in the code, but the Ohio language will: 
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506.3.1 Minimum percentage of perimeter. To qualify for an area factor increase based on frontage, a 
building will have not less than 25 percent of its perimeter on a public way or open space. Such open space 
is to be either on the same lot or dedicated for public use and be accessed from a street or approved fire 
lane. A fire lane is an unobstructed width of not less than 20 feet (6096 mm), except for approved security 
gates, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm).  
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Example 3: Ohio modifies model code in part. 

IBC Chapter 9 addresses “Fire Protection and Life Safety Systems,” and proposed rule 4101:1-9-01 
adopts all of IBC Chapter 9 except as modified in the rule.   
 
IBC Section 903.2.6 addresses automatic sprinkler system requirements in Group I occupancies: 

 

Proposed rule 4101:1-5-01 modifies IBC Section 903.2.6 in part with Ohio language: 

 

Therefore, Section 903.2.6 will appear in the code as follows: 
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903.2.6 Group I. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings with a Group I fire 
area. 

Exceptions: 
1. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.2 shall be 

permitted in Group I-1, Condition 1 facilities. 
2. An automatic sprinkler system is not required where Group I-4 day care facilities are at the 

level of exit discharge and where every room where care is provided has not fewer than one 
exterior exit door for which the exit access and exit discharge do not require the traversing of 
stairs. 

3. In buildings where Group I-4 day care is provided on levels other than the level of exit 
discharge, an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be 
installed on the entire floor where care is provided, all floors between the level of care and 
the level of exit discharge, and all floors below the level of exit discharge other than areas 
classified as an open parking garage. 
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Example 4: Ohio deletes entire section of model code language.  The section will 
not apply in Ohio. 

IBC Chapter 33 addresses “Safeguards During Construction,” and proposed rule 4101:1-33-01 adopts all 
of IBC Chapter 33 except as modified by the rule. 

IBC Section 3303 address demolition: 
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Proposed rule 4101:1-33-01 deletes IBC Section 3303 in its entirety: 

 

Therefore, Section 3303 will appear in the code as follows: 

SECTION 3303  Demolition  
This section and all subsections are deleted. 
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Example 5: Ohio deletes subsection of model code language.  The subsection will 
not apply in Ohio. 

IBC Chapter 17 addresses “Special Inspections and Tests,” and proposed rule 4101:1-17-01 adopts all of 
IBC Chapter 17 except as modified in the rule.   
 
IBC Section 1704.6.1 addresses structural observations for structures:  
 

 
 

Proposed rule 4101:1-17-01 deletes condition #5 from IBC 1704.6.1: 

 



12 
 

Therefore, Section 1704.6.1 will appear in the code as follows and the requirement for observation by 
the building official is not an option in Ohio: 

1704.6.1 Structural observations for structures. Structural observations shall be provided for those 
structures where one or more of the following conditions exist: 

1. The structure is classified as Risk Category III or IV. 
2. The structure is a high-rise building. 
3. The structure is assigned to Seismic Design Category E, and is greater than two stories above the 

grade plane. 
4. Such observation is required by the registered design professional responsible for the structural 

design. 
5. Deleted. 
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Example 6: Ohio only language.  Provisions do not appear in model code. 

IBC Chapter 31 addresses “Special Construction,” and proposed rule 4101:1-31-01 adopts all of IBC 
Chapter 31 except as modified in the rule.   
 
IBC Chapter 31 includes Sections 3101 through 3115, but does not have a section 3116.  Proposed rule 
4101:1-31-01, in addition to other modifications, adds section 3116 pursuant to Revised Code Section 
3791.21 which requires the Board to adopt rules for refuse containers: 
 

 

Therefore, Section 3116 will appear in the code as follows: 

SECTION 3116  REFUSE CONTAINERS 
3116.1 General. Pursuant to sections 3791.21 and 3791.99 of the Revised Code, this section prescribes 
the safety standards for refuse containers which are self-dumping by means of a specially designed front, 
side or rear loading vehicle. 
3116.2 Purpose. The purpose of prescribing safety standards for the manufacture, construction, 
installation, or redesign of refuse containers is to ensure that they will not tip over if persons climb in or 
on the refuse container. 
3116.3 Standards.  All newly manufactured or installed refuse containers and all existing refuse 
containers, as described in Section 3116.1, are to be tested and comply with the testing conditions and 
procedures of the “Consumer Product Safety Act Regulations, 16 C.F.R. 1301.” 
3116.4 Enforcement.  The jurisdiction may adopt ordinances to provide for the enforcement of the 
provisions of Section 3116.3.  
 

  

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3791.21
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3791.21
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Example 7: Entire chapter of model adopted.  No Ohio changes.  

IBC Chapter 21 addresses “Masonry,” and proposed rule 4101:1-21-01 adopts all of IBC Chapter 21 
without any Ohio modifications.    
 

 
 

Therefore, IBC Chapter 21 will appear in the code verbatim.    

 

 


