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GENERAL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Key requirements to consider before getting started with your application are listed in the table below.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to complete their applications and submit the application fee as
far in advance from the close of the application period as possible. Applications or application fees
submitted outside of the application period will not be considered in this funding round.

Eligible Applicant

An eligible applicant is a production company (any individual, corporation,
partnership, limited liability company, or other form of business association) that is
registered with the Ohio secretary of state and that is producing a motion picture or
broadway theatrical production.

All applicants are required to enter the FEIN of the eligible applicant to access and
begin completion an application.

All applicants must have an OAKS Supplier ID

To be considered, eligible productions must spend a minimum of $300,000 per project
in the state of Ohio, in the production of entertainment content created in whole orin
part within this state for distribution or exhibition to the general public.

A Broadway theatrical production must spend at least $300,000 per production in the
state of Ohio, in a pre-Broadway production, long run production, or tour launch that is
directed, managed, and performed by a professional cast and crew and that is directly
associated with New York city's Broadway theater district.

Application
Period

Open Date/Time: April 15, 2025, at 10:00AM EST
End Date/Time: June 2, 2025, at 4:00PM EST
No late applications will be accepted.

Application Fee

Must be paid within 45 days of the award letter.

No late application fees will be accepted.

The application fee is the lessor of 1% of the estimated total qualified eligible
expenditures or $10,000.

IMPORTANT! Application fees must be paid electronically. An invoice and instructions
on how to make a payment will accompany the award letter.

Application Portal

The Project Contact person must create an account through the ODSA application
portal

50% Financing

Proof of financial ability to undertake and complete a motion picture must be included
with the application. An applicant is required to provide documentation showing that
the company has secured funding equal to at least 50% (fifty percent) of the total
production budget. This is not curable - if sufficient financing documentation is not
provided at the time of application, the application is determined ineligible for review.

Television Series
or Miniseries

Applications are reviewed to determine eligibility for the Ohio Motion Picture Tax Credit
program. In approving tax credit applications, priority is given to tax-credit eligible
productions that are classified as a television series or miniseries.

Eligible
Expenditures

Expenditures made prior to the project receiving certification as a tax credit eligible
production will not qualify as eligible expenditures.
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APPLICATION SCORING AND RANKING

Applications are scored and ranked against all eligible applications submitted in the application
round. There are 20 points available that are broken down into three (3) scoring categories: 1) Eligible
Expenditures 2) Number of Ohio FTEs Created and 3) Amount of Payroll Created.

CATEGORY ‘ POINTS % OF TOTAL SCORE
Eligible Expenditures 10 50%
Number of Ohio FTEs Created 5 25%
Amount of Ohio Payroll Created 5 25%
TOTAL 20 100%

Eligible Expenditures (10 points)

o Comparative measurement of total eligible expenditures for a production.
e Eligible expenditures are expenditures made for goods or services purchased and consumed in this
state by a production company directly for the production of a tax credit-eligible production, for
postproduction activities, or for advertising and promotion of the production.

e Theapplicationin an application round with the highest amount of total

estimated eligible expenditures is assigned a score of 10.

e All other applications are given a score by dividing the total estimated eligible
expenditures for applicant’s production by the highest estimated eligible
expenditures for an applicant’s production in an application round and multiplying
the resulting quotient by 10.

Number of FTE’s to be Created (5 points)

e Comparative measurement of total number of FTEs to be created by the eligible production.
e Afull-time equivalent (FTE) measures the total number of full-time employees to be created by adding
the total number of estimated annual hours worked by new full-time employees and new part-time
employees. One FTE is equal to 2080 hours per year.

e The application with the highest number of new, permanent FTEs to be
created in an application round is given a score of 5.
e Allotherapplications are given a score by dividing the number of FTEs to be
created by an applicant’s production by the highest number of new FTEs to be
created in an application round and multiplying the resulting quotient by 5.

Amount of New Payroll to be Created (5 Points)

e Comparative measurement of the direct economic impacts on the total amount
of new eligible payroll to be created by production.
e Payrollis derived by multiplying the average hourly wage of the employees by total
FTE hours.

e The application with the highest amount of new eligible payroll to be created in an
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application round is given a score of 5.

e Allother applications are given a score by dividing the amount of new eligible payroll to be
created by an applicant’s production by the highest new eligible payroll to be created in an
application round and multiplying the resulting quotient by 5.

GENERAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

All applications will be reviewed for completeness, compliance with the law (Ohio Revised Code 122.85
and Ohio Administrative Code 122:21) and these guidelines.

Applications are only accepted online, are time-stamped, and held in the order in which they are
received.

Applications are reviewed and awarded in the following order:

1. Television series or miniseries

2. Allothers, based on the extent of positive economic impact in Ohio and the effect on
developing a permanent workforce in motion picture or theatrical production industries in
Ohio.

Atelevision series is a set of no less than six (6) interrelated episodes of regularly occurring production
in Ohio, intended in its initial run for broadcast on television or streaming.

A miniseries is a set of two (2) or more filmed projects or episodes produced in Ohio for broadcast on
television or streaming based on a single theme or storyline that are verified for distribution as a
package or slate by executed agreement. For priority consideration under section 122.85(C)(5) of the
Revised Code, episodes of a series are to be filmed a minimum of seventy-five per cent in Ohio and
foreseeably create sustained jobs for Ohio residents. Pilot programs produced for the purpose of
selling a proposed television series are not eligible for priority review. Clip-based programming where
more than 50% of the content is comprised of licensed footage is not eligible for priority review.

To file an application, you will need the following information:

e Applicant name: an entity must be registered to do business with the Ohio Secretary of State. Only the
applicant entity’s expenditures are eligible. The applicant will receive the tax credit certificate when the
project is complete.

e Ohio address and telephone number for the Ohio production office or qualified production facility.

e Contact name and telephone number.

e List of first pre-production date through the last production date in Ohio.

e List of first post-production date through the last post-production date in Ohio.

e List of first performance date through the last performance date.

e Total Production budget.

e Total budgeted eligible production expenses.

e The percentage of total production budget that will be eligible Ohio expenses.

e Estimated value of the tax credit based upon total budgeted eligible production expenses.

¢ Inthe case of a motion picture, the total percentage of the project which is being shot in Ohio.

e Level of employment of cast and crew who reside in Ohio.

e  Script synopsis.

e Inthe case of a motion picture, the shooting script.
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Creative elements list that includes the principal cast and crew, the producer, and director.

Signed (electronic) application form.

Documentation of financial ability to undertake and complete the project.
See the financing guidance document under the resources tab for further information.

Estimated amount of state and local taxes to be generated in this state from the production.

e Estimated economic impact of the production in this state.
e Trade secret information summary and justification (if applicable).

Please note, you may work on your application, but it is not filed until you have clicked on “Submit”.
Once submitted, applications are time stamped.

MOTION PICTURE APPLICATION PROCESS

Step 1 Access Application Portal Ohio Motion Picture Tax Credit
Step 2 Enter applicant FEIN
Step 3 Complete Application Sections
- Application Portal
- Applicant FEIN
Section. | Filing Entity
Section. Il Production Location
Section. Il Production Information
Section. IV Type of Production
Section.V Production Calendar
Section. VI Eligible Expenditures
Section. VII Documentation
Section. VIII Certification
Step 4 Application Eligibility Review Up to 10 business days
Step 5 Application Cure Period Up to 10 business days
Step 6 Scoring and Ranking Up to 5 business days
Step 7 Application Award Notifications
Step 8 Application Fee Payment Due within 45 Eligible expenditures for pre-
days production, production, and post-
Step 9 90-day Progress Report Due within 90 days | production activities occur.
Step 10 Completion of Production
Step 11 Completion Report and Certified Public Accountants Report
Step 12 Issuance of Tax Certificate Up to 60 days
*NOTES

Step 7: If an application for a tax credit is approved, an award letter will be emailed to the applicant.
The award letter will specify the maximum amount of eligible tax credits.
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Step 8: An application fee invoice (due within 45 days of the invoice date) will be included along with
the award notification letter, payable to “Treasurer, State of Ohio” and sent to:

Ohio Department of Development
Ohio Film Office

77 South High Street, 28th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Failure to pay the non-refundable fee will result in an automatic rescission of the award.

Step 9: Productions must show proof of the commencement of production within 90 days of
certification of eligibility for tax credit (the date on an award letter) or tax credit eligibility must be
rescinded unless the applicant demonstrates good cause for the delay of production.

Atax credit- eligible production will be considered to have started production if, for motion pictures,
the production company has incurred eligible expenditures directly attributable to the
commencement of principal photography. Eligible expenditures directly attributable to the
commencement of principal photography include purchase or lease of a production office, purchase
or rental of personal property and services for use in production, hiring of a unit production manager
or line producer, hiring of crew members, a committed shooting schedule with confirmed dates and
locations, and set construction activities.

For Broadway theatrical productions, the production company has incurred eligible expenditures
directly attributable to the commencement of paid performances. Eligible expenditures directly
attributable to the commencement of paid performances include hiring of cast and crew members,
rehearsal dates in a qualified production facility confirmed and scheduled, confirmed scheduled
performance dates in a qualified production facility, and the commencement of load-in.

For other types of eligible productions, the production company provides sufficient evidence of the
incurring of eligible expenditures necessary for the commencement of the main phase of producing a
final product, as determined by the Director of Development.

If a tax-credit eligible production fails to document commencement of production within 90 days of
the award or the other applicable production deadline, Development shall rescind the certification.
However, if production has been delayed due to (1) unforeseeable circumstances beyond the
production company's control or (2) action or inaction by a government agency, Development may
grant the tax-credit eligible production an additional 60 days to commence production before the
certification is rescinded.

Development may from time to time inquire into the progress of the production during the pendency
of the project. If tax credits are not being used, we request they return to the program as timely as
possible for use by another project.

Step 11: Within ninety days after an eligible production is complete, the applicant must submit a
certified public accountant report (CPA Report) detailing the company's production, postproduction,
and advertising/promotion expenditures to identify the expenditures that qualify as eligible
expenditures. The CPA Report must include the following information:

e The amount of the applicant’s actual eligible expenditures.
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Completed copies of all accounting and auditing forms required by the Director in connection with the
eligible production.

An itemized review of all contract and expense items of one thousand dollars or more that are reported as
eligible expenditures.

An itemized review of at least one-half of the contract and expense items less than one thousand dollars that
are reported as eligible expenditures, both in terms of the total number of such contracts and items and the
total amount of eligible expenditures reported for such contracts and items.

Certification that all goods and services reported as eligible expenditures were purchased and consumed in
Ohio.

Eligible expenditures reported by the applicant are subject to inspection and examination by the Ohio
Department of Taxation. Furthermore, the CPA Report must be submitted with the tax certificate request.
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APPLICATION PORTAL

Open Applications:

Reporting

Broadband Reporting @ Consolidated Annual Reports @) Ohio Third Frontier Metrics (@) TVSF Progress Reports (D

Tax Credit Applications

JCTC Mega project Reporting @ New! Ohio Film and Theater Capital Improvement Tax Ohio Film Office Application for Ohio Motion Picture Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit - Intent To Apply
Credit © Tax Credit Program (OMPTC) @ ®
Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit Application Transformational Mixed Use Development Application
0]

e From the home screen of the application portal, navigate to the Tax Credit Applications and select
Ohio Motion Picture Tax Credit.

APPLICANT FEIN

Federal Tax ID

=

e Enterthe eligible applicant’s FEIN to create an application and begin completing the application.

APPLICATION SECTIONS

[+ Logout

73 FuncEnTITY n PRODUCTION LOCATION B PRODUCTION INFORMATION m TYPE OF PRODUCTION m PRODUCTION CALENDAR  [[7) ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES DOCUMENTATION  [E] CERTIFICATION

e The application is organized into eight (8) sections. Attachments to the application are
required in Section VII.
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SECTION I. FILING ENTITY

Permanent Business Address

The applicant must be registered to do business in the State of Ohio with the Secretary of State and the Ohio Department of Taxation.

FLNGENTTY [ PropucTionLocaTioN [ propucTioninFormaTion  [fff] TvpeoF propucTion [ PRODUCTION CALENDAR ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES DOCUMENTATION ([} CERTIFICATION

Permanent Business Address

* Company Name (Legal Name) * Federal Tax ID Number *Legal Entity
10-0000000 Choose one...
* Principal Contact First Name *Principal Contact Last Name *Ohio Charter Number

Applicant Parent Production Company
* Street *City “State
*Zip *Phone Fax

* Email Address

The Permanent Business Address is for the production company that produces a motion picture
or broadway theatrical production. It is not required that this address be in Ohio.

The Ohio Charter Number is the number that is associated with the Ohio Secretary of State
Business Registration. Proof of this registration is required in the Section VII.

The email address and phone number should be that of the Principal Contact.

Note: The Principal Contact should be the eligible applicant’s authorized representative and
decision-maker. This person will be Development’s primary contact person regarding the
application.

SECTION Il. PRODUCTION LOCATION

Ohio Production Location/Qualified Production Facility Location

FILNGENTITY [ ProDUCTIONLOCATION B PrODUCTION INFORMATION  (iff] TYPEOF PRODUCTION ([ PRODUCTION CALENDAR ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES (2] DOCUMENTATION [T CERTIFICATION

©Ohio Production Location/Qualified Production Facility Location (Street Required for Broadway Theatrical Productions)

Street “City *County
None
*Zip “Region of Ohio in which production will occur
Choose one...

Add Address

Motion picture applicants are required to provide the approximate primary production location.
We do not require the street address for these applicants unless there is a specific street address
available.

Broadway applicants are required to provide the street address of their qualified production
facility.
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e The regions of Ohio can be defined with this diagram:
Northwest (RGP), Northeast (Team NEO), East (Lake
to River), West (DDC), Central (One Columbus),
Southeast (Ohio Southeast), Southwest (REDI).

ONE ISR
COLUMBUS

ddc \ :

Ohio
Q Southeast

’ |
T |

SECTION Ill. PRODUCTION INFORMATION

Production Information

FILINGENTITY n PRODUCTION LOCATION B PRODUCTION INFORMATION B TYPE OF PRODUCTION a PRODUCTION CALENDAR ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES E DOCUMENTATION m CERTIFICATION
* Director Head Accountant Executive Producer(s)
Location Manager *Praducer(s) Local Principal Casting Director
Principal Cast Local Extras Casting Director UPM/Line Producer
Publicist POC Publicist Phone Number
Production Designer Publicist Email
x Concel Noxt >

e All applicants must provide the names of their Director and Producers.

e Although the information for the other roles is not required, the more information
an applicant provides in the application, the better Development can understand
the scope of your production.

Page 9 of 14



Ohio Motion Picture
Tax Credit Program

SECTION IV. TYPE OF PRODUCTION

Type of Production

Department of
Development

& Broadway Theatrical Production
O commercial

O Digital Media

O Documentary

Q) Feature Film

Q) Interactive Game

O Interactive Television

O Interactive Website

O Interstitial Television Programming
O Long-Form Specials

O Mini-Series

O Musie Vides

O Pilot

O series

O Sound Recording

O Television

O Television-Series

O Trailer

O video Game

O Video Teaser/Demo

FILING ENTITY a--:;- MoNLOCATION [ ProDUCTI

Choose type of production (check only one that apply)

RMATION

) TYPE OF PRODUCTION u JCTIONC

ENDAR

e Choose the production type that aligns most with your production.
e You canonly select 1 (one) production type.
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SECTION V. PRODUCTION CALENDAR

Production Calendar

FILINGENTITY o PRODUCTION LOCATION ’ ’}v PRODUCTION INFORMATION ul “ TYPE OF PRODUCTION a PRODUCTION CALENDAR ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES More v

* First pre-production date in Ohio * Last pre-production date in Ohio

11
]

Number of Ohio pre-production days

* First production date in Ohio * Last production date in Ohio

o
1]

Number of Ohio production days

[ checkifno post-production in Ohio

First post-production date in Ohio Last post-production date in Ohio

a8t
13

Number of Ohio post-production days

Total Total percentage of production being shot in Ohio

0

Performance Calendar (Broadway Theatrical Productions Only)

First Performance Date Last Performance Date

13
13

Date Ohio production office/Qualified production facility is expected to be operating

11

e Select either the actual or anticipated start and end dates for pre-production, production,
and post-production activities to occur in Ohio.
* Check the box above first post-production date in Ohio if no post-production will occur
in Ohio.
e The total days activities will occur in Ohio will auto-populate once the application is saved.
e Onlyfill out the performance calendar if broadway theatrical production.
* This is required for all broadway theatrical productions
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SECTION VI. ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES

Ohio Hiring Expenses

AuncemiTy ([ sroducniontocation (] propuction mromanion (i) Tveorpropuction (] propuctioncaenpar [ euciaLe ewenomures [ pocuventanon (B cernicanion
Ohio Hiring Expenses
I — e o]
—

—

.

-

B

ol 3000

P e o
—

—

-

. .

e Enterthe estimated eligible expenditure amount and estimated eligible hours paid for each
payroll category listed in the “Projected number of Ohio Residents hired” and “Projected
number of Non-Ohio residents hired” sections.

e You will not need to calculate FTE’s. They are automatically calculated from Total Hours Paid. *1
FTE =2080 hours

Eligible Production Related Expenses

Eligible Production Related Expenses

* Equipment Rental/Purchase * Real or Commercial Property Expenses * Lodging Expenses

* Number of Room Nights *Location Fees Other (Wardrobe, Catering, Props, Transportation, Etc.)

Other Post Production Expenses

* Editing *SFX *Sound Design

Other

Must be more than $300,000 spent in Ohio to qualify for tax credit consideration

A. Total Eligible Production Expenditures B. Total Production Budget Percent of total budget to be eligible expenditures (A/B)

$0.00 0

e Ifthere was no expense incurred for a field that is required, enter 0.

e For all boxes except Total Production Budget, do not enter any ineligible expenditure amounts.

e The production budget will include allineligible and eligible expenditures, meaning those
expended inside and outside of Ohio.

Page 12 of 14



Ohio Motion Picture (8\\4 Department of
Tax Credit Program o i,r‘ - Development
Estimated Value of the Credit

Estimated value of the Credit

Estimated value of Ohio Motion Picture Tax Credit (credited at 30%)
0

e Thetotal eligible expenditure amount is used to calculate the estimated tax credit amount.
e The maximum estimated value of the credit is 30% of total eligible expenditures.

Estimated Impact

Estimated Impact (Total expenditures in Ohio directly associated with the production)

* Estimated amount of state and local taxes to be generated in Ohio ($) * Estimated economic impact of production in Ohio ($)

e Estimate the amount of state and local taxes to be generated by referencing the eligible
expenditures.

e The estimated economic impact of production in Ohio will be greater than the estimated
amount of state and local taxes to be generated in Ohio as economic impact includes more than
just tax payments.

e Support documentation is not required at the time of application. During the Cure Period,
Development will request support documentation as necessary to evaluate the estimated
economic impacts of the production.

SECTION VII. DOCUMENTATION

Documentation
FILING ENTITY a PRODUCTION LOCATION a PRODUCTION INFORMATION D TYPE OF PRODUCTION 8 PRODUCTION CALENDAR ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES B DOCUMENTATION 0 CERTIFICATION
Document Description Required Upload
Production Budget v &, UploadFiles Ordrop files
sShooting Script 7 &, UploadFiles | Ordropfiles
Script Synopsis % &, UploadFiles | Ordropfiles
Secured Financing Documentation s 2, UploadFiles | Ordropfiles
Detailed Performance Schedule (Required for Broadway only) A, UploadFiles | Ordropfiles
Trade Secret Information Summary and Justification (if applicable) & Upload Files Ordrop files
Secretary of State Registration v &, UploadFiles  Ordropfiles
Distribution Plan
o &, Upload Files Ordropfiles
X cancel Next >
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e Allapplicants must provide a production budget, script, synopsis, Ohio Secretary of State
registration, and secured financing documentation.
e Broadway applicants are also required to submit a detailed performance schedule.
e Attachments:
Production Budget Detailed financial plan outlining project expenditures.
Detailed Performance Documentation of each performance date.

Schedule

Shooting Script PDF version of production script.

Ohio Secretary of State Proof of the company's official registration with the Ohio Secretary of State,

Business Registration confirming legal business standing.

Script Synopsis A detailed, but concise summary of the plot of the production consisting of
multiple paragraphs.

Secured Financing Applicants must submit documentation demonstrating they have secured

Documentation financing equal to at least 50% of the total estimated production budget.

Guidance on the types of financing documentation we accept can be found here:
Financial Documentation Guidance.

Trade Secret Summary and Summary of why specific information within the application should be
Justification considered a trade secret.
Distribution Plan The plan for any theatrical, television, movie of the week, internet, and festival

submission of the production.

SECTION VIII. CERTIFICATION

Certification

be paid.

*Title

FILING ENTITY o PRODUCTION LOCATION PRODUCTION INFORMATION TYPE OF PRODUCTION c PRODUCTION CALENDAR ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES DOCUMENTATION CERTIFICATION

Upon certification by the Director of the Ohio Department of Development that the project proposed by the applicant is a Tax Credit Eligible Production, the applicant shall pay a non-refundable application fee up toa maximum of
$10,000. The fee shall be due and payable within 45 days after notice of the Director’s certification by money wire transfer, check, or money order made out to Treasurer, State of Ohio. No Ohio Motion Picture Production Tax Credit

Certificate shall be issued unless the application fee is received.

(®) Noinformation in this application needs to be considered trade secret. O ion in this application is considered trade secret. A trade secret summary and justification have been attached.

| certify that | am an officer or duly authorized representative of the applicant holding the position indicated in the signature block below and that | am authorized to sign and submit this application on behalf of the applicant. Further, |
certify that the information provided in this application is true, correct, and complete, and that this application does not omit any information that would make this application misleading in any material respect. | understand that

providing false information in any application to receive financial assistance from the State of Ohio may subject the applicant to criminal sanctions, including fines and/or imprisonment pursuant to Section 2921.77 of the Ohio Revised
Code and disqualify the applicant for future state assistance under Section 9.66 of the Ohio Revised Code. Finally. | certify that the production does not contain material that is adult oriented in nature and that all vendors and hires will

* Authorized Representative’s Name

*Phone

*Email

“The Ohio Film Office communicates via phone and email with the applicant. Please be sure applicant contact information is up to date . It is the responsibility of the applicant to contact the Ohio Film Office in writing (email) with any

contact information changes.

For ions email to: i hi

e Indicate whether any information contained in the application is a trade secret.
e All applicants must certify that they are the authorized representative of the applicant, and
that the information is true, correct, and free from misleading omissions.
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