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ENSURING ALL OHIO COMMUNITIES 
HAVE A FAIR AND JUST OPPORTUNITY 
TO THRIVE.

Office of Health Opportunity Mission



Key Objectives

• Establish equity as a pillar of Ohio’s public health system.

• Improve clinical experiences and outcomes for the most vulnerable.

• Ensure an equitable response to COVID-19 and other emerging 

diseases

• Elevate and address the social determinants of health, by impacting 

upstream social and community conditions of health. 



Healthcare Costs and Life Expectancy
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Ohio’s Health Outcome Gaps



Non-health outcome gaps – children raised in Bexley (Bullitt Park)



Non-health outcome gaps, children raised in Franklin Park



Neighborhood characteristics comparison
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What drives differences in health outcomes?



STATE RESPONSE

Collective impact to improve the social determinants of health



• Community Health Worker grants

• Continuing education efforts

• Recruitment and retention dollars for high Medicaid serving 
hospitals*

• Health Equity Clinical Services Manager

Workforce Development projects

• Ohio Health Improvement Zone Dashboard

• Social Determinants of Health Dashboard

• Race and ethnicity data improvements pilot

• Survey data improvements and enhancements

Data Projects



• Ohio Department of Transportation Mobility Ohio 
Project

• Ohio Department of Education – Healthcare 
preceptor program

• Ohio Department of Education – School-based 
healthcare expansion

• Ohio Commission on Minority Health –
demonstration grants, operating budget expansion, 
and community conversations

• OhioMHAS – expand peer services in communities 
most impacted by COVID-19. 

State partner projects



Developing State Government Tools for Equity

• Establish expectations

• Develop a knowledgeable 

workforce

• Prioritize funding

• Collect, analyze and use data

• Lead with regulation and 

policy

• Engage in partnerships

• Provide technical assistance 

• Create structural change



Ohio Health Improvement Zones

• Counties and Census Tracts

• CDC Social Vulnerability Scores of 
.75 and higher. 

• Prioritizing limited resources

• Identifying communities for 
engagement

• Providing the correct 
interventions 

• Aligning place – based efforts 
across systems



$7M in community 

engagement grants to 

38 Ohio Health 

Improvement Zones 

across the state.  



Mobile Health Units

• 6 fully staffed mobile units

• COVID-19 vaccination

• Core 4 Services

• Focused on partnerships 

and opportunities in Ohio 

Health Improvement 

Zones, especially those 

with the lowest 

vaccination rates. 



Priority School Districts

• Located in Ohio Health 

Improvement Zones

• >40% free and reduced 

lunch

• Low broadband access*

• $17M investment

This Photo by 

Unknown Author 

is licensed under 

CC BY-NC

http://www2.uregina.ca/education/saskindianresidentialschools/gordons-indian-residential-school/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Community Wellbeing: Social Determinants of Health Dashboard

• Built on publicly available data, including: 

➢Census Bureau

➢Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

➢American Community Survey

➢What data could be added to benefit your 
agency?

• 5 Domains and over 100 Metrics

• Data at the Census Tract level

• Now available publicly on
data.ohio.gov



Demo
Community Wellbeing: Social Determinants of Health Dashboard

https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/social-determinants-of-health


Integrating the Community Wellbeing Dashboard into Agency Processes

What data is relevant 

to your program and 

the populations it 

serves?

✓ 5 domains

✓ 100+ attributes

DISCOVER

-Where will resources 

be most impactful?

- How can you best 

reach those 

populations?

- How will 

progress/success be 

measured?

PLAN

What’s working?

What opportunities/

adjustments need 

made to plan?

MEASURE

Implement plan 

(e.g. - policy, 

program, funding, 

intervention, grants, 

initiatives)

APPLY



Contact us to 
learn more!

Visit our webpage: 

https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-

programs/health-equity

Subscribe to our newsletter: 

HEALTHOPPORTUNITY@ODH.OHIO.GOV

Send us an email: 

HEALTHOPPORTUNITY@ODH.OHIO.GOV 


