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 PANDEMIC VACCINE NEWS & UPDATES THIS WEEK 

• Phase 1B vaccine eligibility: Vaccinations are under way this week for Ohioans age 75 
and older, as well as individuals with an intellectual or developmental disability AND one of 
the qualifying Phase 1B medical conditions. During the week of Feb. 1, vaccine eligibility 
will expand to include Ohioans ages 70 and older and will begin for K-12 school staff. 

o Governor Mike DeWine has made a commitment to prioritize the vaccination of 
Ohio’s most vulnerable populations and to ensure that K-12 schools are able to 
safely provide in-person or hybrid education by March 1. As part of this 
commitment, Phase 1B of Ohio’s COVID-19 vaccination plan includes eligibility for 
employees in K-12 schools.  

o Each school district will have a vaccine administration partner, and those vaccines 
will be administered primarily during closed clinic settings. Learn more about how 
the vaccine process will work for K-12 schools here.  

o The schools and school districts and their partners receiving allocations for the first 
week have been notified. Not all schools and districts will receive allocations the 
first week. 

• CDC has updated clinical guidance – Several items have been updated in the CDC’s 
Clinical Considerations, including: 

o Second dose maximum interval 6 weeks after first dose – Previous guidance 
had not identified a maximum interval between doses; the latest says the second 
dose should occur as closely to the due date as possible, but not exceed 6 weeks 
after the first dose, regardless of manufacturer. 

o Timing for administering COVID-19 vaccines in respect to other vaccines – 
The vaccine series should routinely be administered alone, with a minimum interval 
of 14 days before or after administration with any other vaccine. However, mRNA 
COVID-19 and other vaccines may be administered within a shorter period in 
situations where the benefits of vaccination are deemed to outweigh the potential 
unknown risks of vaccine coadministration (e.g., tetanus toxoid-containing 
vaccination as part of wound management, measles or hepatitis A vaccination 
during an outbreak) or to avoid barriers or delays to mRNA COVID-19 vaccination 
(e.g., in long-term care facility residents or healthcare personnel who received 
influenza or other vaccinations prior to/upon admission or onboarding). If mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccines are administered within 14 days of another vaccine, doses do 
not need to be repeated for either vaccine. 

• Resources available for working with patients with disabilities – The Ohio 
Department of Developmental Disabilities has developed the following resources to help 
with vaccine administration for people with developmental disabilities: 

o Vaccine Provider Best Practices 
o Getting a Vaccine: What to Know About Me  
o Getting a Vaccine: What to Expect 
o Social Story: Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine 
o Plain Language FAQ 

• Statewide Vaccine Provider Location search – A recently-launched search tool shows 
COVID-19 Vaccine Provider Locations throughout Ohio who have received shipments of 
COVID-19 vaccines for those currently being vaccinated in Phase 1B. Search by county or 
ZIP code to see a list of providers near you with websites and contact information.  

• Stay at Home Tonight order update – On Jan. 26, Governor Mike DeWine announced a 
gradual easing of the curfew based upon hospitalization rates, which are a key indicator of 
disease severity. Read more here. 
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TALKING POINTS 
The most trusted voices when it comes to information about COVID-19 are an individual’s 
personal physician, medical experts, and emergency room doctors, followed by public 
health officials.  

• COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.  

• In the early stages of COVID-19 vaccine distribution, doses will be available in limited 
supply for specific critical populations as a part of phased approach. As supply 
increases, COVID-19 vaccines will be available to all Ohioans who choose to be 
vaccinated. 

• Vaccines are in short supply in Ohio and across the country. Each week, the federal 
government will inform Ohio of its statewide vaccine allocation, and providers will be 
notified of how many doses of vaccine they will be receiving the following week.  

• It will take time to distribute all of the vaccine given the limited doses available. So, 
someone who is 80 or older, for example, will still be able to be vaccinated in the 
coming weeks as additional age groups become eligible. 

• While we know that many people in our community are eager to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine, we must be patient while demand for the vaccine remains higher than the 
available supply. As vaccine supply increases, we will be able to vaccinate more of 
those in Phase 1B, and eventually, all Ohioans who choose to be vaccinated will be 
able to receive COVID-19 vaccines.  

• The vaccine has been shown to decrease the severity of illness in people who catch 
this virus. Having a significant portion of Ohioans vaccinated will help us prevent 
serious hospitalizations and death.  

• The COVID-19 vaccine development process included several steps comparable with 
those used to develop earlier vaccines, such as the flu or chicken pox vaccine. The 
FDA and independent medical experts have ensured that every detail of these 
vaccines are thoroughly and rigorously evaluated.  

• Using all the tools available to help prevent the spread of the virus continues to be 
critical until a substantial number of Ohioans can be vaccinated. Continuing to wear 
masks and social distance will reduce your chance of being exposed to or spreading 
the virus. Proper prevention measures — like wearing a mask, washing your hands, 
and practicing social distancing — coupled with the vaccine, will provide the best 
protection from COVID-19. 

• You should continue to wear a mask and practice social distancing after being 
vaccinated. While the vaccine should protect you from becoming sick with COVID-19, 
not enough is known about whether or not you can still carry the virus and spread it to 
others. At this time, those who get the vaccine should continue to wear masks and 
practice social distancing.  
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SOCIAL MEDIA POST IDEAS 
• Vaccines are available at more than 750 locations across Ohio – like pharmacies, local health departments, and hospitals. 

Find a provider near you with the statewide search tool 🔍 http://vaccine.coronavirus.ohio.gov.   

• Safe. Effective. Rigorously tested. #COVID19 vaccines are rolling out to older Ohioans. While it will take time before it is 
available for everyone, it’s the best way to protect our health and help Ohio on the road to recovery. https://youtu.be/p0-
MgPCQFhk  

• We know you’ve got questions about the #COVID19 vaccine, like when and where you can get it in our community. Learn 

this and more on our local #COVID19 vaccine page ➡️ [Link to provider or local landing page with more information] 

• Vaccine supply is limited across the country, and here in Ohio. As the number of available doses increases, #COVID19 
vaccines will be available to all Ohioans who choose to be vaccinated. Stay informed with [Link to provider or local landing 
page with more information] 

• Trust the FACTS: #COVID19 vaccines won’t change your DNA, alter your genetic makeup, or implant you with a tracking 
chip. Find reliable information and debunked myths at https://bit.ly/OHVaccineMyths. 

• FACT: #COVID19 vaccines weren’t rushed and have been thoroughly vetted through a rigorous safety assessment 
involving independent medical professionals. See more myths vs. facts at https://bit.ly/OHVaccineMyths. 
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