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Lead-Acid Batteries Must be 
Recycled 

THIS POLICY DOES NOT HAVE THE FORCE OF LAW                                         Hazardous Waste  

Just about everyone uses lead acid batteries. They are batteries that contain lead and 
sulfuric acid and are used as a source of power. Perhaps the most common lead-acid battery 
is the one that is used to start your car. On April 25, 2008, Ohio’s battery law, Ohio Revised 
Code 3734.91 to .915, became effective prohibiting the disposal of lead acid batteries in solid 
or hazardous waste landfills, defines duties for retailers and wholesalers and specifies type 
of sign that needs to be posted.   

 

What Types of Batteries are Covered by this Law? 
The batteries that are covered by the law include batteries used in  vehicles, m otorcycles, wheelchairs, boats, or  other 
forms of m otive power. The law exempts batteries used in  consum er products like com puters, electronic gam es, 
telephones, radios and similar  electronics. The law is in tended to ensure that all spent lead acid batteries are recycled 
in  Ohio. The law also requires wholesalers and retailers of lead acid batteries to take your old battery for recycling 
when you buy a new one.   
 
Specifically the new law does the following:  

• Prohibits anyone from  m ixing a used lead-acid battery with solid waste or disposing of a used lead-acid battery 
at a solid or haza rdous waste disposal facility;  

• Requires any person who generates a lead acid battery to deliver it to a retailer , a wholesaler, a secondary lead 
sm elter , an  automotive repair  business, a household hazardous waste collection location or event, or  a  lead-
acid ba tter y collection or  r ecycling entity or  other  entity (including permitted hazardous waste storage or 
treatm ent facilities) that operates in  com pliance with the state’s haza rdous waste r ules if they are applicable;  

• Requires retailers to deliver a used lead-acid battery to a wholesaler, a secondary lead sm elter , a battery 
m anufacturer for delivery to a secondary lead sm elter , or  a lead-acid battery collection or recycling entity or 
other entity that operates in  com pliance with the state’s  hazardous waste rules if they are applicable;  

• Requires wholesalers and retailers that sell lead acid batteries to accept from their  custom ers, at the tim e of 
purchase, used lead-acid batteries of the sam e general type and in  a quantity that is at least equal to the 
num ber sold to the purchaser, if the purchaser offers the used lead-acid batteries to the retailer .  

• Requires retailers that sell lead-acid batteries to post a  sign that is at least 8 1/2 inches by 11 inches in  a location 
that is visible to custom ers and in  close proximity to the location where lead-acid batteries are displayed for 
sale at the retailer 's location; and,  

• Establishes civil penalties of $25 dollars per violation that may be im posed by a court for retailers that do not 
post the sign, or post a sign that does not m eet the specifications in  the law.  

As stated above, a retailer  that sells lead acid batteries m ust post a  sign with specific language near where they display 
lead acid batteries for sale. We have included an electronic version of the sign that will m eet the requirem ents of the 
law with this guidance docum ent. You can prin t it out and post it or have it prin ted professionally.  

Contact 
For more inform ation, contact the Hazardous Waste Com pliance and Inspection Support Unit of the Division of 
Envir onmenta l Response and Revita liza tion at 614-644-2924. 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3734.91
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3734.91
https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/materials-and-waste-management/guides-and-manuals/municipal-solid-waste-landfills-guidance
https://epa.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/epa/divisions-and-offices/environmental-response-revitalization/guides-and-manuals/hazardous-waste-treatment-storage-and-disposal-facilities
https://search.earth911.com/?what=Batteries
https://search.earth911.com/?what=Batteries
https://epa.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/epa/divisions-and-offices/environmental-response-revitalization/regulations/effective-rules
https://epa.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/epa/divisions-and-offices/environmental-response-revitalization/welcome
https://epa.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/epa/divisions-and-offices/environmental-response-revitalization/welcome
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Example Sign for Lead Acid Battery Retailers 
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