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I.  Grow Your Own Program Purpose and Overview
II.  Statutory Authority & Requirements
III. Scholarship Details
IV. Nomination and Application Process 

  Walk-thru Portal  (district, student, and employee)

• Please add your questions to the chat



Grow Your Own Scholarship Program Goals

• Assist school districts across Ohio recruit their own students and staff 
to become teachers within the district.

• Recipients of the Grow Your Own Scholarship agree to teach for a 
minimum of four years at their home school district in exchange for a 
scholarship of up to $7,500/year for four years.



Timing and Funding Levels

Application opened February 5 –> Deadline is March 29, 2024

Award notification –>  Mid-April 2024

Program start –>  Summer or fall 2024 term

Maximum award -> $7,500 per year for up to 4 years

Available funds -> $5 million in FY24 and $10 million in FY25



Overview of process

District nominates 
candidate

 Candidate completes    
application

Committee reviews and makes 
recommendation to 

Chancellor

Chancellor notifies awardees

Student completes and 
uploads a promissory note 

with evidence of acceptance 
into institution of higher 

education.

Student completes FAFSA  



Statutory Authority and Requirements
• Qualifying schools defined in Ohio Revised Code Section 

3333.393(A)(4)(a)(b)
• A qualifying school means:

• A school district building identified as “high need” by the Chancellor and 
meeting both of the following conditions:

• The school building has difficulty attracting and retaining classroom teachers who hold a 
valid educator license issued under section 3319.22 of the ORC.

• The school is operated by the same school district from which the recipient of a 
scholarship graduated from high school or was employed.

Districts will be required to provide an explanation of their difficulty attracting 
and retaining classroom teachers. Description of this need must be provided on 
the application; we encourage uploading supporting documentation. 



Statutory Authority and Requirements

• 3333.393(B)(1)(2) The following individuals are eligible to be 
nominated for the GYO Scholarship Program: 

• Individuals employed at a qualifying school who hold either an educational 
aide permit or educational paraprofessional license issued under section 
3319.088 or a substitute license under section 3319.226

• Low-income high school seniors



How is low-income defined?

• Low-income is defined as one of the following:

• Any student that has an Expected Family Contribution (EFC) or Student Aid Index (SAI) of 
10,000 or less. Please note, the only way to get this number is to complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Districts are encouraged to assist their 
applicants in completing the FAFSA.

• Any student that attends a high school that participates in the Community Eligibility 
provision for the National School Lunch and School Breakfast program, or a district with 
a district-wide identified student percentage (ISP) for the National School Lunch and 
School Breakfast program of 40% or higher. Your district will be asked to attest to its 
participation in these programs or ISP qualifications on the application.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Statutory Authority and Requirements
• 3333.393(G) states that if a GYO scholarship recipient does not complete the 

four-year teaching commitment within six years after graduating, the scholarship 
converts to a loan to be repaid. 

• Under the law, the scholarship recipient must complete the four-year 
commitment at the nominating school district. 



GYO Scholarship Details
• Scholarship funds will be disbursed directly to the institution for tuition and 

related expenses as included on the tuition bill. 

• Awardee must make satisfactory academic progress as determined by the 
institution. 

• Students must take a minimum of 12 credit hours each term and, while 
working, the employee must take a minimum of six credit hours to receive 
funding during the secondary school year. 

• Funding is available for four years from the initial term of the scholarship 
program. 



GYO Scholarship Details
• Awardee must sign a promissory note each academic year agreeing to a 

four-year teaching commitment at a qualifying school within six years after 
graduating from the teacher training program. Upon this fulfillment, the 
scholarship does not need to be repaid. 

• The scholarship converts to a loan that must be repaid if the student fails to 
complete the four-year teaching commitment within six years after 
graduating from a teacher training program, of if the student drops out, is 
removed from, is not accepted into, or does not complete a teacher training 
program within six academic years.

• Awardee must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
each academic year of participation. 



Nomination and Application Process
Grow Your Own Teacher Scholarship Program | The Ohio Department of 
Higher Education

https://highered.ohio.gov/educators/financial-aid/sgs/gyo/gyo
https://highered.ohio.gov/educators/financial-aid/sgs/gyo/gyo








Upon logging in, the superintendent sees 
the dashboard.

Click Edit to update the contact information 
for the superintendent, primary contact, and 
the HR contact. Confirmations, a statement 
of need, and a list of needed teaching 
certification areas must be completed.

Click on Assistant to name additional staff 
members who need access to the GYO 
portal.

Review candidates under the candidate 
button.



When editing, contact information 
must be entered for the 
superintendent, primary contact, 
and HR contact. 

The district must provide a 
statement of need and specify which 
areas certification are needed to fill 
positions. 

Districts may submit additional files 
to support the difficulty in attracting 
teachers.

Superintendent may assign an 
assistant to complete.



Selected staff 
members will 
receive an email 
letting them know 
they have been 
invited. The email 
includes the link to 
the portal for them 
to set their 
password and login 
information.

Superintendents 
can add or delete 
staff as needed.



Clicking the candidate 
button, GYO 
superintendents and 
staff can nominate, 
remove, or send 
notices to the 
candidates.



The nomination must include the 
candidate’s name, address, 
email, phone number, and date 
of birth.

The candidate must be identified 
as an employed applicant or a 
student.

The district must also provide a 
statement describing the 
applicant and what makes the 
applicant a good candidate.

The district staff must check the 
box to send the email 
notification to the candidate.



Student nominations allow the 
district to indicate the student 
meets the low-income standard by 
attesting the high school where the 
student attends participates in the 
Community Eligibility provision for 
the National School Lunch and 
Breakfast Program, or the district 
has a 40% or higher rate of identified 
student percentage (ISP) for the 
National School Lunch and School 
Breakfast program.

Please note, “No” is shown as a 
default.



Districts can check 
the application 
status for 
candidates, delete 
a candidate, edit 
the candidate 
nomination, and 
send email 
messages to those 
who have not 
completed the 
application.



GYO student portal



Students can access their application 
through the link that is emailed to 
them upon nomination.

Contact information will be 
completed by the district but may be 
updated by the student.



Students will identify which high 
school they attended, their 
graduation year, and any college 
credits earned while in high school.

NOTE: Students currently enrolled in 
College Credit Plus courses may 
include credits for courses in which 
they are enrolled in the spring 
semester.



Students will identify their teaching 
area of interest. The school district 
has identified areas of need, which 
are displayed in red.

Students must identify which 
educator preparatory program they 
plan to attend, if they intend to begin 
at a community college, and what 
semester they intend to start.

Students must include a statement of 
why they would like to become a 
teacher.



Students must acknowledge program 
requirements prior to submitting.



If there are any missing required 
items, the application will have a 
status of “In Progress.”

Clicking on the status button will 
show the missing items.

The application status will show as 
“complete” when all required fields 
have been populated.

Students can return to their 
application and update their 
information, even after the 
application is complete.



GYO employee portal



Employees can access their 
application through the link that is 
emailed to them upon nomination.

Contact information will be 
completed by the district but may be 
updated by the employee.



If a candidate is employed by an ESC, 
the district of employment will be the 
district that completes the 
nomination.



Candidates must include high school 
graduation information and any 
postsecondary information.

If you have attended multiple 
institutions, list all in the “institution 
attended” field, separated by 
semicolons. 

Include credits earned at all 
institutions.



Candidates will identify their teaching 
area of interest. The school district 
has identified areas of need, which 
are displayed in red.

Candidates must identify which 
educator preparatory program they 
plan to attend, if they intend to begin 
at a community college, and what 
semester they intend to start.

Candidates must include a statement 
of why they would like to become a 
teacher.

Candidates can link to a resume or 
upload a resume.



Candidates must acknowledge 
program requirements prior to 
submitting their application.



If any required items are missing, the 
application will have a status of “In 
Progress.”

Clicking on the status button will 
show the missing items.

The application status will show as 
“complete” when all required fields 
have been populated.

Candidates can return to their 
application and update their 
information, even after the 
application is complete.



Thank you for attending.
Please forward any additional questions to GYO@highered.ohio.gov

 

mailto:GYO@highered.ohio.gov
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