














30 E. Broad St., 3rd Floor 
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September 10, 2025 

Case number:  25-CRF-0147
Joseph Bethuy, M.D. 
3732 E. South Range Rd. 
New Springfield, OH 44443-9728 
drbethuy@gmail.com 

Dear Doctor Bethuy: 

In accordance with Chapter 119., Ohio Revised Code, you are hereby notified that the State 
Medical Board of Ohio [Board] intends to determine whether or not to limit, revoke, permanently 
revoke or suspend your license or certificate, or refuse to grant or register or issue the license or 
certificate for which you have a pending application in accordance with Section 9.79 of the Ohio 
Revised Code, or refuse to renew or reinstate your license or certificate to practice medicine and 
surgery, or to reprimand you or place you on probation for one or more of the following reasons: 

(1) From on or about January 28, 2009 through on or about November 1, 2021, you
worked as a Consulting Primary Care Physician at a residential behavioral health
services facility treating children and adolescents ages 6 through 17.

(2) On or around November 21, 2012, you treated Patient 1, a juvenile, as identified
on the attached Patient Key, for a routine intake physical (Patient Key is
confidential and to be withheld from public disclosure.)  During the examination,
you fondled the patient’s breasts, pushed on her stomach, and inserted your finger
into her vagina for a purpose other than appropriate health care services.

(3) On or around February 28, 2021, you treated Patient 2, a juvenile, as identified on
the attached Patient Key, for a routine intake physical.  During the examination,
which you performed on the patient over her clothes and with a chaperone present,
you rubbed and cupped her breasts and vaginal area. The patient immediately
reported the behavior to the facility and her mother filed a police report on or
around March 28, 2021.

(4) On or around July 12, 2021, you treated Patient 3, a juvenile, as identified on the
attached Patient Key, for a routine intake physical.  During the examination, with a
chaperone present, you put your hands on the patient’s thighs and rubbed your
penis against his knees.  The patient mouthed “help me” to the chaperone during
the incident. A mandatory reporter from the facility reported the incident to law
enforcement in or around August of 2021.

(5) You failed to comply with multiple attempts the Board made to conduct an
investigative interview of you.

mailto:drbethuy@gmail.com


Notice of Opportunity for Hearing 
Joseph Bethuy, M.D. 
Page 2 

State Medical Board of Ohio 
30 E. Broad St., 3rd Floor    Columbus, Ohio 43215    (614) 466-3934 

www.med.ohio.gov 

a. You agreed to meet with an Investigator of the Board on May 23, 2024.
When the investigator called you to inform you of the meeting location, you
did not answer.  The Investigator left a detailed message asking you to
return his call.  You did not return his call
The Investigator made a second attempt to contact you on May 22, 2024.
You did not answer. The Investigator left another detailed message
requesting a callback.
On May 23, 2024, the Investigator made a third attempt to contact you. You
did not answer. The Investigator cancelled the interview.

b. On May 27, 2024, the Investigator called you to inform you that you would
be subpoenaed to Columbus for an investigative interview. You told him to
send the subpoena.

c. On May 29, 2024, you were subpoenaed to an office conference to take
place on June 12, 2024.
On June 6, 2024, your attorney sent a letter to the Board saying you would
not be appearing pursuant to subpoena and that you were asserting your
constitutional right against self-incrimination.

Your acts, conduct, and/or omissions as alleged in paragraph (2-4) above, individually and/or 
collectively, constitute “violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, or assisting in or 
abetting the violation of, or conspiring to violate, any provisions of this chapter or any rule 
promulgated by the board,” as that clause is used in Section 4731.22(B)(20), Ohio Revised Code, 
to-wit: Prohibitions, Rule 4731-26-02, Ohio Administrative Code, regarding sexual misconduct, as 
in effect from November 30, 2010 until September 30, 2021. 

Pursuant to Rule 4731-26-03, Ohio Administrative Code, as in effect from November 30, 2010 
until September 30, 2021, a violation of Rule 4731-26-02, Ohio Administrative Code, also 
constitutes a violation of Section 4731.22(B)(6), Ohio Revised Code, “departure from, or the 
failure to conform to, minimal standards of care of similar practitioners under the same or similar 
circumstances, whether or not actual injury to a patient is established.” 

Your acts, conduct, and/or omissions as alleged in paragraph (5) above, individually and/or 
collectively, constitutes “[f]ailure to cooperate in an investigation conducted by the board under 
division (F) of this section, including failure to comply with a subpoena or order issued by the 
board or failure to answer truthfully a question presented by the board in an investigative interview, 
an investigative office conference, at a deposition, or in written interrogatories . . ” as that clause 
is used in Section 4731.22(B)(34), Ohio Revised Code. 

Furthermore, for any violations that occurred on or after September 29, 2015, the Board may 
impose a civil penalty in an amount that shall not exceed twenty thousand dollars, pursuant to 
Section 4731.225, Ohio Revised Code.  The civil penalty may be in addition to any other action 
the Board may take under section 4731.22, Ohio Revised Code. 

Pursuant to Chapter 119., Ohio Revised Code, you are hereby advised that you are entitled to a 
hearing in this matter.  If you wish to request such hearing, the request must be made in writing 
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