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Overview

• Ohio’s Veteran Population
• Ohio Veteran Population Projection by Age and Year
• VA Benefit Utilization
• Summary of VA Population and VA Healthcare
• Ohio Medicaid Group VIII
• Veterans in Group VIII
• County Veteran Population by Percentage
• First Stop for Assistance : County Veterans Service Office
• Focused Outreach
• Sources
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Ohio’s Veteran Population

• Ohio Ranks 8th among US states in Veteran Population (Top states are TX, 
CA, FL, PA) (2024).

• Veteran Population is 654,358 or 7.3% of Ohio’s adult population. 

• Ohio’s veteran population is expected to decrease to 365,734 by 2053, at 
an annualized percentage change of -2%. 
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Ohio Veteran Population Projection by Age and 
Year

Age Category   9/30/2024   9/30/2049

• Under 40:    85,047   77,851

• Age 40-64   252,551   137,976

• Age 65+    316,760   171,944
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VA Benefit Utilization

• Number of Ohio Veterans Receiving Disability Compensation 2024
– 180,969

• Number of Ohio Veterans Receiving Pension 2024
– 6,960

• Number of Dependency & Indemnity Comp Beneficiaries
– 16,947
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Summary of VA Population and VA Healthcare

• There are about 18.5 M total veterans in the US, representing 
5.5% of the population (as of Jan 2026).

 
» 43% Gulf War Era
» 30% Vietnam (1950-1973)
» 4% Korean Conflict (1940s & 50s)   
» < 1% WW II
» 22% Peacetime/other 

• Approximately 9 million veterans are enrolled in VA health care, with 
millions more using VA services annually (VA loans, education 
benefits, burial expenses).
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Ohio Medicaid Group VIII

• More than 705,000 Ohioans are enrolled in Medicaid Group VIII
» About 6% of Ohio’s population
» Adults aged 19-64 with incomes at or below 138% of the federal poverty 

level and who are not eligible for other Medicaid categories
• Highest numbers are in metropolitan and Appalachian 

counties
• Expansion has helped reduce Ohio’s uninsured rate from 14% 

in 2010 to 7% in 2022.
• Ohio now ranks 16th in US in uninsured rate (2024)
• Expansion has improved care access, affordability, state 

economies and self-reported health.
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Veterans in Group VIII

• We have no reliable data in the Medicaid application process to determine 
an individual’s veteran status.  The box on the application that asks about 
military service is optional and most of the time it is left unchecked. 

• However, we estimate that 10% of Ohio’s veterans, or 65,435 veterans 
are receiving Medicaid.  An unknown number of these are in Group VIII. 

• The majority of Group VIII live in the metropolitan and Appalachian areas, 
and the VA has many healthcare facilities in these areas, if the veteran is 
eligible for VA care.
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County Veteran Population by Percentage

• The largest veteran populations are in Cuyahoga and Franklin counties, 
each with 7.54% - 9.40% of the state population.

• Next are Montgomery and Hamilton Counties with 5.68% - 7.53%.
• Summit County is next with 3.82 – 5.67%.
• Followed by Lucas, Lorain, Lake, Stark, Trumbull, Greene, and Butler 

Counties, each with 1.96% - 3.81%.
• All the remaining counties each have 0.10% - 1.95% of the state’s veteran 

population.
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First Stop for Assistance:  
Veterans Service Offices Cover All 88 Ohio 
Counties
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VA Healthcare Facilities in Ohio

• 56 Outpatient Care Sites
• 7 Vet Centers (Behavioral Health)
• 6 Inpatient Care Sites
• 1 VBA Regional Office (Cleveland)
• Approximately 70 VA-Contracted Nursing Facilities
• The Ohio Veterans Homes in Sandusky and Georgetown
• See map on handout
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What Focused Outreach Can we Provide to 
Veterans in Group VIII?
• Work/Volunteer Opportunities  

Veteran service organizations (VFW, American Legion Posts, etc.), Meals on Wheels, food pantries, 
grocery stores, public libraries, churches, local shops, YMCA, high schools, sports teams, local fire 
departments, local farmers, VA and other local health care facilities 

• State and Local Resources
OhioMeansJobs 
Ohio National Guard – citizen Soldiers and Airmen are students and in the daily workforce
Governor’s Office of Workforce Transformation
ODVS Veterans Workforce Team
Chambers of commerce across the state 

• Find Education Opportunities
County Veterans Service Agencies for VA Education Benefits
County JFS Offices for local opportunities
Local community, state and technical colleges and training programs
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For More Information

• Population:  VA Office of Data Governance and Analytics: VetPop2023 as of 
9/30/2024

• VHA Office of Policy and Planning:  VAST data FY25 Q2
• National Center for Veterans Analysis and Statistics Produced 08/01/2025
• https://www.nationalvaloans.com/resources/veteran-demographics - 

Jan2026
• https://worldpopulationreview.com (2024)
• https://www.kff.org/medicaid/medicaid-work-requirements-tracker-state-

national-data-and-policies/
• https://dvs.ohio.gov/what-we-do/find-a-cvso
• https://www.healthpolicyohio.org
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