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Access, Inclusion, and Reasonable Accommodation
Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) is committed to providing access, inclusion, and reasonable accommodation in its services, 
activities, programs, and employment opportunities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act, and other applicable laws. To request an interpreter, written information in a language other than English or in other 
formats (large print, audio, accessible electronic formats, other formats), or a reasonable accommodation due to a disability, please 
contact ODM’s Civil Rights/ADA Coordinator at 614-995-9981/TTY 711, fax 1-614-644-1434, or 
ODM_EEO_EmployeeRelations@medicaid.ohio.gov. Requests should be made at least three business days prior to the scheduled 
event. 

If you believe ODM has failed to provide these services or discriminated in another way, you can file a grievance with ODM’s civil 
rights coordinator and/or file a civil rights complaint with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office for Civil 
Rights. Further information on these processes and ODM’s compliance with civil rights and other applicable laws can be found in 
their Notice of Nondiscrimination.

The Ohio Department of Medicaid policy does not permit the use of artificial intelligence technologies to transcribe or record 
meetings, without advanced approval by our Civil Rights/ADA Coordinator.

mailto:ODM_EEO_EmployeeRelations@medicaid.ohio.gov
https://medicaid.ohio.gov/families-and-individuals/coverage/already-covered/rights/notice-of-nondiscrimination?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Introductions

Brittany Miracle
Medicaid School 

Program Administrator
Office of Strategic 

Initiatives 

Please put your name, organization and role into the chat. 

Mylynda Drake
Section Chief, 

Office of Strategic 
Initiatives 

Housekeeping
• Slides are available as a handout through GoToWebinar.

• All participants are automatically muted. Please use the “questions” feature to provide feedback and ask questions.
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Medicaid School Program in Ohio 
Background Information 

o The Medicaid School Program (MSP) allows 
school districts to receive Medicaid 
reimbursement when they provide 8 allowable 
school-based therapy services to students who 
receive Medicaid and have an Individualized 
Education Plan (IEP).

o ODM partners with the Ohio Department of 
Education and Workforce and 650 school 
districts and community schools to provide 
school-based health services for 125,000 
students with disabilities annually. Participating 
districts received $48 million in FY 22 in federal 
match dollars. 

*data source comes from DEW and ODM fiscal for FY 22. Internal data from Data Governance for CY 22 is 

different.

https://medicaid.ohio.gov/home
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Why is ODM Updating the Medicaid School Program?

- Under Governor DeWine’s administration, ODM has been focusing on improving children’s 
health. A few examples of these efforts include:

• OhioRISE, a specialized managed care program for complex behavioral health and 
multisystem needs;

• Maternal and Infant Supports, including evidence-based home visiting, lactation supports, 
group pregnancy education and group prenatal care, doula services, housing supports, and 
care for moms and babies affected by substance use disorder; and

• Comprehensive Primary Care for Kids and Comprehensive Maternal Care, which are 
programs that use population health strategies at the practice level that improve the health 
of patients.

Updates to the Medicaid School Program are a natural transition of this investment in 
children’s health.
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Ohio’s School Health Landscape

Healthy Student Profiles

Student Wellness and Success Funds

School-Based Health Centers

Telehealth in Schools

Appalachian Children’s Initiative

Medicaid School Program
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Medicaid School Program in Ohio 

Most Frequent MSP Procedures in CY 22

TREATMENT OF SPEECH, LANGUAGE, VOICE, COMMUNICATION, 

AND/OR HEARING PROCESSING DISORDER IN A GROUP SETTING
35%

TREATMENT OF SPEECH, LANGUAGE, VOICE, COMMUNICATION, 

AND/OR HEARING PROCESSING DISORDER
22%

THERAPY PROCEDURE USING FUNCTIONAL ACTIVITIES (OT, PT) 21%

THERAPY PROCEDURE IN A GROUP SETTING (OT, PT) 8%

THERAPY PROCEDURE USING EXERCISE TO DEVELOP STRENGTH, 

ENDURANCE, RANGE OF MOTION, AND FLEXIBILITY, EACH 15 

MINUTES

3%
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MSP Services by Student Age 
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Ohio’s MSP Update Proposal 
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Draft Proposal for Updating the Medicaid School Program

• Our public commitment:

oExtend the core MSP benefit package to 
additional students with disabilities / 
documented need (beyond IEPs).

oUpdate the core MSP benefit package for 
this population to meet modern needs. 

• Additional hybrid option: 

oCreate a limited benefit package of “public 
health services” available to all Medicaid-
enrolled students.
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Broader 
definition of 

disability 

Existing 
school health 

framework

Strong 
community 

partnerships 

Incorporate 
existing 

priorities
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Stakeholder Engagement 

-Webinar  

265 participants 

• 225 Substantive comments 

• Attendees represented school 
districts, community schools, 
educational service centers, 
behavioral health providers, school 
nurses, physical health providers 
and advocacy organizations. 

- Survey

286 respondents:

• 58% of respondents represent a school 
district, charter school or nonpublic 
school

• 14% of respondents represent an 
educational service center 

• The remaining 22% identify as school-
based providers, billing agents, 
managed care organizations or a 
public organization. 
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MSP Stakeholder Engagement

- Stakeholder Themes: 

• Including 504 plans and IHPs for documentation of need/plans of care

• Increasing screenings for both physical and behavioral health

•Early intervention and preschool school services

•Expanding school nursing services 

• Increase access to Medicaid Administrative Claiming (MAC)

•Ensure that schools are partnering with community providers, where 
they exist

•Ensuring that students are referred to providers after a screening

•Prioritize what schools are already mandated to do 
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Proposed Documentation of Need

Current

Individualized Education 

Plan (IEP)

Proposed Additional 

Documentation of Need

- 504 Plan 

- Individualized Health Plan 

- Child and Family-Centered Plan (CANS 

assessment)

- Behavioral health treatment plan 

- Universal Health Form administered by DEW
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Proposed Documentation of Need – Universal Health Form 

Universal Health Form

o As determined by the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce, 

standardized and timebound care plan outlining the student’s physical, 

mental or behavioral health that inhibits the student’s academic 

progress or regular school attendance.

o ODM and DEW will develop a template and review process for DEW to 

begin administering for school district use by the 2025-2026 school 

year.
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Proposed Benefit Package for Medicaid-Covered Students with a Care Plan

Current

o Occupational therapy

o Physical therapy

o Speech-language 
pathology

o Audiology

o Nursing

o Mental health services

o Transportation in 
limited situations

o Targeted case 
management

Proposed

Update nursing services to include:

o Chronic disease management 

o Add Nurse Practitioner as a practitioner

o  Add Clinical Nurse Specialist 

o Add Physician Assistant 

 Update mental health services → behavioral health services:

oBenefit package, allowable practitioners not updated since BH redesign

oCollaborating with BH policy to determine which services should be 
added, removed, to address population needs, continue to ensure 
access to and use community BH care

oCANS assessment

Extend Targeted Case Management to students enrolled in Medicaid with a care 

plan. 
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Proposed Behavioral Health Package for Students with a Care Plan  

- Update language in the rule to change from Mental Health to Behavioral 

Health

- Update the practitioner list to match the Community BH list for each service 

included in the MSP BH Package

- Keep all current BH services included through MSP 

- Add the recommended services to align with community behavioral health: 
o CANS 
o Psychotherapy, 60+ min
oMulti-family Group Psychotherapy
o Psychiatric Diagnostic Eval
o Therapeutic behavioral services (TBS)
o Substance Abuse Disorder treatment 
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Current practitioners: Updated practitioners:

Licensed clinical counselor
Licensed counselor 
Licensed psychologist 
Licensed school psychologist
Licensed independent social worker
Licensed social worker

CANS assessor 
Clinical nurse specialist
Certified nurse practitioner
Physician assistant
Licensed professional clinical counselor 
Licensed professional counselor 
Licensed independent marriage and family 
therapist
Licensed marriage and family therapist 
Marriage and family therapist trainee
Licensed independent chemical dependency 
Licensed chemical dependency counselor II or III
counselor 
Psychology assistant 
Social work assistant
Social work trainee
Counselor trainee 
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Public Health Services for All Medicaid-Enrolled Students

- Physical health services

•Administering medications prescribed by a Medicaid authorized 
prescriber

•Contact with providers about prescriptions or treatment orders 

•Preventative screenings
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Public Health Services for All Medicaid-Enrolled Students

Behavioral Health Services: 
- CANS assessment as defined in Ohio Administrative Code 5160-59-01 that is 

administered by a CANS assessor for students who don’t already have a CANS

- Tobacco prevention and cessation, including vaping 

- Preventative behavioral health screenings 

- Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral for Treatment (SBIRT)

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5160-59-01
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Additional MSP Updates for Consideration 

- Exploring the addition of Educational Service Centers (ESCs) as MSP 

providers

- Broadening professionals who can bill for Medicaid Administrative 

Claiming (MAC)

- Psychotherapy for crisis 
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MSP Updates 

- What is included: 

• Additional plans of care

• Updated behavioral health package

• Updated school nursing services

• Targeted Case Management for students on 
a plan of care 

• Hybrid package for all students enrolled in 
Medicaid 

- What is not included: 

• Oral health services

• BMI and weight management 

• Parent support and education 

• Transportation 

• Prevention activities 

oE.g. PAX Good Behavior Game
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MSP Implementation Plan – Key Activities

Approval of a 
State Plan 

Amendment 
from CMS

Revisions to Ohio 
Revised Code

Updates to Ohio 
Administrative 

Code Chapter 35

Robust 
Stakeholder 
Engagement

ODM and DEW will work with stakeholders and sister 
agencies through FY 24 to implement changes to MSP
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MSP Implementation - Timeline

oWebsite development 

oListserv development 

oStakeholder engagement 

oStakeholder feedback 
analysis 

Summer 2024

o Internal alignment and 
systems updates

oUpdate Chapter 35 rules 
package 

Fall 2024
oDevelop communication 

plan for MSP changes and 
regular updates 

oUpdate State plan 

oORC Updates

oUpdate IAA

Fall 2024-
Spring 2025

oDistricts begin utilizing 
MSP updates

Fall 2025



Contact and Connect 

MedicaidSchoolProgram@Medicaid.Ohio.Gov

Medicaid School Program Webpage

Medicaid School Program 

MedicaidSchoolProgram@Medicaid.Ohio.Gov

Medicaid School Program Webpage

Subscribe to Medicaid School Program Gov 
Delivery emails 

mailto:MedicaidSchoolProgram@Medicaid.Ohio.Gov
https://medicaid.ohio.gov/families-and-individuals/citizen-programs-and-initiatives/msp
https://medicaid.ohio.gov/home/govdelivery-subscribe
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Questions? 
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