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Agenda
• Review of HHS Guidance Released June 4, 2020.
• Review of Ohio Reporting Requirements for 

COVID-19.  
• Aggregate Count Registration and Reporting 

Process.
• Case Reporting Process.
• Review of Electronic Laboratory Reporting (ELR) 

Submission Option and Process.
• Q&A.
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Review of HHS Guidance Released June 4, 2020
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https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-laboratory-data-reporting-guidance.pdf
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Review of Ohio Reporting Requirements 
for COVID-19

• COVID-19 test results must be reported at both the 
case/line level AND the aggregate count level.

• Line level results must be reported electronically to 
ODH within 24 hours of case identification. 
• Until electronic files are approved by ODH, these results 

must be reported to the local health department (LHD) 
where the patient resides.

• Aggregate counts must be reported daily by 11 a.m. 
ET for the previous day of testing.
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https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/2nd-Amended-Reporting-Requirements-COVID-19-reader.pdf
https://odhgateway.odh.ohio.gov/lhdinformationsystem/Directory/GetMyLHD
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/Laboratories-Ohio-Report-Results-COVID19-Tests.pdf


Review of Ohio Reporting Requirements 
for COVID-19

• ODH Guidance on Electronic Submission of 
COVID-19 Testing Results published on ODH 
Electronic Laboratory Reporting (ELR) webpage.

• Direct download file.
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https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Electronic-Laboratory-Reporting/COVID-19-Reporting
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/eb2b8cc1-ddf1-4b56-9595-9ae062945bbb/ODH+Guidance+for+Electronic+Submission+of+COVID-19+Testing+Results-27OCT2020+xx.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-eb2b8cc1-ddf1-4b56-9595-9ae062945bbb-nlQRzDS
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Aggregate Count Registration and 
Reporting Process

• Register your facility here.
• Registration will initiate engagement at ODH.

• Report your facility’s point-of-care (POC) 
antigen device COVID-19 testing results daily 
by 11 a.m. ET here.
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http://coronavirus.ohio.gov/registerlab
http://coronavirus.ohio.gov/labreport


Aggregate Count Registration and 
Reporting Process

• Three reporting tabs exist for aggregate 
count reporting.
• PCR or Molecular – Not performed at Assisted 

Living Facilities.
• Antigen Testing (Point of Care).
• Antibody or Serology Testing – Not performed 

at Assisted Living Facilities.
• ONLY Antigen Testing tab is enabled for Assisted 

Living Facilities
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Case Reporting Process

• Assisted Living Facilities must report ALL COVID-19 
test results and must be reported electronically to 
ODH within 24 hours of test being performed.
• Includes ALL test results (e.g., negative, positive, 

inconclusive/indeterminate, invalid) to the LHD where 
the patient resides until the electronic file is approved.

• Manual reporting option – Faxing results using the 
confidential case report form or the Human Infection 
with 2019 Novel Coronavirus Case Report Form.

• Electronic submission reporting option – Electronic 
laboratory reporting (ELR) using Ohio’s custom CSV file.
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https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/8a5539e9-f823-480d-a2c7-a30e80c33d62/form-confidential-reportable-disease.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-8a5539e9-f823-480d-a2c7-a30e80c33d62-mR0PC0i
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/8483c604-8b3d-4965-8038-7eabab462580/form-2019ncov.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-8483c604-8b3d-4965-8038-7eabab462580-naUINLh
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/electronic-laboratory-reporting/resources/odh-electronic-laboratory-reporting-csv-template-blank


Case Reporting Process

• Negative COVID-19 test results must be 
reported at the case/line level per federal 
and state regulations.
• Do not report negatives to the local health 

department (LHD).
• Once ODH approves the electronic file, 

institutions must provide a backfill file of all 
negative test results as of 10/20/2020. 
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Review of Electronic Laboratory 
Reporting (ELR) Submission Option and 

Process
• ODH requires electronic reporting of COVID-

19 test results.
• CSV – Comma separated values file schema 

format is available.
• An update to the standard CSV format will be 

coming to address more HHS required data 
fields.
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Review of Electronic Laboratory 
Reporting (ELR) Submission Option and 

Process

• Create account to submit COVID-19 testing results 
using authenticated web portal.
• Step by Step Instructions for Creating an Account and for 

Requesting Access to ELR File Upload application.
• Begin setting up the CSV template for your facility to 

send a TEST file to ODH for review and approval. 
• Participate in a brief acceptance testing period to 

validate the results prior to moving to PRODUCTION.
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https://ohid.ohio.gov/
https://ohid.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/ohid/help/account-management#create-an-account
https://ohid.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/ohid/help/using-the-app-store/
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/electronic-laboratory-reporting/resources/odh-electronic-laboratory-reporting-csv-template-blank


Review of Electronic Laboratory 
Reporting (ELR) Submission Option and 

Process

• LIVE demo of setting up a CSV file and 
submitting to authenticated web portal.
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ELR Contacts
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Bill Storm, ELR & eCR coordinator
William.Storm@odh.ohio.gov

ELR general questions
Email: ELR@odh.ohio.gov

mailto:William.Storm@odh.ohio.gov
mailto:ELR@odh.ohio.gov
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