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The Lake Erie Watershed features many more parks, preserves, and protected areas that, while not located 
on the coast or along a major river, are hydrologically connected to and/or influenced by Lake Erie. These 
areas are environmentally significant and often feature unique remnant landscapes shaped by the lake’s 
formation. Below is a list of notable, publicly accessible sites within the watershed to explore. This is not a 
comprehensive list.

OTHER WATERSHED SITES

Maumee State Forest1
3390 County Road D

ODNR Division of Forestry

Swanton (Fulton, Henry, and Lucas counties)
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The 3,332-acre Maumee State Forest is comprised of multiple fragmented tracts of protected 

land in Fulton, Henry, and Lucas counties. It is located in the Oak Openings Region and 

historically includes oak woodlands and savannas. Hiking, bridle, and APV trails are available. 

Oak Openings Preserve Metropark2
4139 Girdham Road

Metroparks Toledo

Swanton (Lucas and Fulton counties)

The Oak Openings Region features remnant beach ridges and sand dunes and supports 

diverse communities of rare plants and wildlife. The 5,000-acre Oak Openings Preserve 

Metropark offers many miles of trails, primitive camping, and excellent birding opportunities. 

Kitty Todd State Nature Preserve3
10420 Old State Line Road

The Nature Conservancy

Swanton (Lucas County)

Kitty Todd State Nature Preserve, also in the Oak Openings Region, features oak savanna, wet 

prairie, and sand dunes. The sandy and clayey soils create a uniquely changing environment 

where both wet and arid conditions can occur. Hiking and wildlife viewing areas are available.  

l l l l l l l l l l l l

l l l l l l l l l l l lPearson Metropark4
761 South Lallendorf Road

Metroparks Toledo

Oregon (Lucas County)

The 624-acre Pearson Metropark is located in Oregon and is one of the last remaining stands 

of the Great Black Swamp. It features hiking and bike trails through old-growth forest and 

wetlands, a play area, fishing lake, excellent birding opportunities, and the 1867 Johlin Cabin. 

l l l l l l l l l l l lHoward Marsh Metropark5
611 South Howard Road

Metroparks Toledo

Jerusalem Township (Lucas County)

Howard Marsh Metropark is a restored coastal wetland (formerly farmland) near the shore 

of Lake Erie in Jerusalem Township. It offers hiking trails, scenic overlook areas, six miles of 

water trails, and excellent birding opportunities.

l l l l l l l l l l l lMeadowbrook Marsh6
8577 East Bayshore Road

Danbury Township

Danbury Township (Ottawa County)

The 190-acre Meadowbook Marsh, located near the Sandusky Bay shore on Marblehead 

Peninsula, protects diverse habitats, including woodlands, open meadow, marsh area, and 

open water. The preserve offers hiking trails, picnic area, and a wildlife observation platform.

l l l l l l l l l l l lLakeside Daisy State Nature Preserve7
309 Alexander Pike

ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves

Marblehead (Ottawa County)

Lakeside Daisy State Nature Preserve in Marblehead protects the only natural population 

of Lakeside daisies in the country. The rare wildflower blooms in early-to-mid May on the 

exposed bedrock of a former limestone quarry. The preserve includes a trail and parking lot.   

l l l l l l l l l l l lHuntley-Beatty Preserve8
Bookerman Road, west of Division Street

Village of Kelleys Island

Kelleys Island (Erie County)

Huntley-Beatty Preserve on Kelleys Island occupies a former limestone quarry. The preserve 

features endangered Great Lakes alvar habitat and supports rare and endangered flora, including 

the Lakeside daisy. A gravel drive from Bookerman Road provides access. Hiking is permitted.

Castalia Quarry MetroPark9
8404 State Route 101

Erie MetroParks

Margaretta Township/Castalia (Erie County)
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The 152-acre Castalia Quarry MetroPark is located on State Route 101 near Castalia. Trails 

navigate inside and around the former quarry. Sandusky Bay is visible from an observation 

deck high atop the sheer quarry wall. Glacial grooves and fossils can be found at the park. 

Resthaven Wildlife Area10
412 Cement Street

ODNR Division of Wildlife

Margaretta Township/Castalia (Erie County)

The 2,218-acre Resthaven Wildlife Area is located west of State Route 269, north of Castalia. It 

features woodlands, wetlands, grasslands, and open water, and was historically part of a wet 

marl prairie known as Castalia Prairie. Hiking, fishing, boating, and paddling are permitted.   

Erie Sand Barrens State Nature Preserve11
Taylor Road at Scheid Road

ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves

Oxford Township (Erie County)

Erie Sand Barrens State Nature Preserve protects beach ridges of Lake Warren, a predecessor 

to Lake Erie. Sandy soils support rare prairie flora, including summer wildflowers. Wet sedge 

meadow communities occur between beach ridges. A one-mile looping trail is available.

l l l l l l l l l l l l

l l l l l l l l l l l lWest Creek Reservation12
2277 West Ridgewood Road

Cleveland Metroparks

Parma (Cuyahoga County)

West Creek Reservation protects rocky gorges, forested slopes, wetlands, and meadows 

within the West Creek floodplain. Restoration efforts highlight urban watershed stewardship 

techniques. Trails, picnic facilities, play area, scenic overlooks, and nature center are available.

l l l l l l l l l l l lBedford Reservation13
18753 Egbert Road

Cleveland Metroparks

Bedford (Cuyahoga County)

The 2,800-acre Bedford Reservation is highlighted by Tinker’s Creek and the deep walled 

gorge it has carved. Tinker’s Creek Gorge is a National Natural Landmark and features mature 

forest, waterfalls, and scenic vistas. Hiking trails, bike trails, and picnic facilities are available.    

l l l l l l l l l l l lChapin Forest Reservation14
9938 Chillicothe Road (State Route 306)

Lake Metroparks

Kirtland (Lake County)

Chapin Forest Reservation is located atop Gildersleeve Mountain, which marks the beginning 

of the Allegheny Plateau. The summit is 1,163 feet above sea level (≈592 feet above Lake Erie). 

Trails and Sharon Conglomerate ledges offer views of Lake Erie and the Cleveland skyline.

Penitentiary Glen Reservation15
8668 Kirtland-Chardon Road

Lake Metroparks

Kirtland (Lake County)

Penitentiary Glen Reservation is bisected by Stoney Brook, a small tributary of the Chagrin 

River’s East Branch. The stream cascades through the reservation and has cut a deep walled 

gorge. Hiking trails, fishing ponds, waterfall views, and nature center are available.

l l l l l l l l l l l l

l l l l l l l l l l l lMentor Marsh State Nature Preserve16
5185 Corduroy Road

ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves

Mentor (Lake County)

Mentor Marsh is a National Natural Landmark and occupies the former Grand River channel 

between Mentor Lagoons and Fairport Harbor. The 673-acre state nature preserve (Ohio’s 

first) features four miles of trails, including a boardwalk through the marsh, and nature center.

l l l l l l l l l l l lRed Brook Metropark17
4338 Lake Road West (State Route 531)

Ashtabula County Metroparks

Saybrook Township/Ashtabula (Ashtabula County)

The 146-acre Red Brook Metropark, a former golf course, is located on State Route 531 in 

Saybrook Township, just south of Lake Erie. It protects wooded areas, meadows, and ponds 

within the Red Brook floodplain. Trails, fishing access, and birding opportunities are available.  

l l l l l l l l l l l lNorth Kingsville Sand Barrens18
Poore Road, south of Gore Road

Cleveland Museum of Natural History

North Kingsville (Ashtabula County)

North Kingsville Sand Barrens is the only high-quality fossil dune ridge preserved in northeast 

Ohio. The nearly one-mile-long, 300-foot-wide, and 30-foot-deep sand ridge is remnant shore 

that predates modern Lake Erie. A trail winds through sand barrens, wetlands, and woods.   

  Other Watershed Sites Other Watershed Sites    
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Ottawa County Fairgrounds Kayak Launch . . . 97
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Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge  . . . . . . . . . 92
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Ottoville Quarry Wildlife Area . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

Overlook Area (Cascade Valley) . . . . . . . . . . 249
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Oxbow Area (Cascade Valley) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249

Oxbow Lagoon Field (North Chagrin Res.) . . 283
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Parrish Road Scenic River Lands . . . . . . . . . . 326
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Perry Township Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306
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Port Clinton Lakefront Preserve  . . . . . . . . . . 100
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Portage Path Trailhead (O&E Canal Towpath) . 247
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Put-in-Bay Village Marina  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

Put-in-Bay Village Marina, “A” Dock  . . . . . . 119
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River Run Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285

River Walk Trail (and Ben King Arboretum) . . . 287

River Woods Nature Preserve . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231

Riverbend Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

Riverbend Recreation Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

Rivergate Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240

Riverside Park (Antwerp) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Riverside Park (Chagrin Falls) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287

Riverside Park (Defiance) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72
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Robert L. Walsh Memorial Park . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Roche de Boeuf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59

Rockcliff Springs (Rocky River Res.) . . . . . . . 219

Rockside Station (Cuyahoga Valley NP) . . . . . . 243

Rocky River Nature Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221

Rocky River Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217

Rocky River Reservation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218-223

Rodger W. Young Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

Rogers Meadow (North Chagrin Res.) . . . . . 283

Rookery, The . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289

Root Road Covered Bridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321

Rose Point  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217

Rossford Marina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Rotary Club Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

Rotary Riverwalk-Ottawa River Bikeway . . . . . 77

Royal Oaks (Indian Hollow Res.) . . . . . . . . . 197
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Vermilion scenic accesses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176
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White Oaks River Access . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259

Whitesburg Nature Preserve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288
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Water Works Park (Cuyahoga Falls) . . . . . . . . . 252

Water Works Marina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178

Waterfalls Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

Waterworks Park (Port Clinton)  . . . . . . . . . . 100
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Warblers   	
American Redstart

Bay-breasted Warbler

Black-and-white Warbler

Black-throated Blue Warbler

Black-throated Green Warbler

Cape May Warbler

Chestnut-sided Warbler

Common Yellowthroat

Kirtland’s Warbler

Magnolia Warbler

Nashville Warbler

Northern Waterthrush

Ovenbird

Palm Warbler

Prothonotary Warbler

Tennessee Warbler

Wilson’s Warbler

Yellow Warbler
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,

,

,

,

,

,
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,

,

,

,

,
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BIRDING CHECKLIST

Ducks, Geese & Swans
American Black Duck

Blue-winged Teal

Canada Goose

Canvasback

Common Merganser

Lesser Scaup

Mallard

Red-breasted Merganser

Ring-necked Duck

Tundra Swan

Wood Duck

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

Shorebirds & Wading Birds
American Bittern

Double-crested Cormorant

Dunlin

Great Blue Heron

Great Egret

Greater Yellowlegs

Green Heron

Killdeer

Least Sandpiper

Lesser Yellowlegs

Pectoral Sandpiper

Semipalmated Plover

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Spotted Sandpiper

Wilson’s Snipe

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

Raptors 	
American Kestrel

Bald Eagle

Cooper’s Hawk

Northern Harrier

Osprey

Red-tailed Hawk

,

,

,

,

,

,

Backyard Birds   	
American Goldfinch

American Robin

Baltimore Oriole

Black-capped Chickadee

Blue Jay

Carolina Chickadee

Cedar Waxwing

Dark-eyed Junco

Downy Woodpecker

Eastern Bluebird

Eastern Kingbird

House Finch

House Sparrow

House Wren

Mourning Dove

Northern Cardinal

Purple Martin

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Red-winged Blackbird

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Song Sparrow

White-breasted Nuthatch

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

Gulls and Terns	
Caspian Tern

Common Tern

Herring Gull

Ring-billed Gull

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

Owls	
Barred Owl

Eastern Screech-Owl

Great Horned Owl

Snowy Owl

,

,

Vireos
Red-eyed Vireo

Warbling Vireo

,

,

,


