WELCOME TO OHIO'S STATE FORESTS

Ohio’s system of 24 state forests cover more
than 200,000 acres and provide many
environmental and economic benefits.
Acquisition of land for Ohio's first state
forests began in 1916. Prior to that, a
thorough analysis of the condition of
forested land in Ohio established a clear
need for a state forest system. State forests
are open to visitors daily between the hours
of 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. (except for
Hocking State Forest and the four all-purpose
vehicle areas, which are closed one half hour
after sunset until one-half hour before
sunrise). Persons engaged in legal activities,
such as camping, hunting, and those granted
by special permission may be present during
other hours. Recreational activities, including
motorized vehicles, are generally restricted to
areas designated and provided for their use,
and are governed by specific rules and
regulations. Removal or disturbance of any
plant is prohibited, with the exception of
berries, fruits, nuts, cones, seeds, and
mushrooms. Visitors should check state
forest maps for information at
forestry.ohiodnr.gov.

TIMBER MANAGEMENT

Foresters apply their knowledge of forest
ecosystems to enhance nature's growth cycle
and maintain sustainable timber production.
The state forests were established to be
places where the “practical value of forestry”
would be demonstrated. This basic mission,
set out at the inception of the state forest
system, is as important now as it was at the
beginning of the 20th Century. It is carried
forward today by the Ohio Division of
Forestry to demonstrate the application of
sound management for the sustainable use
and protection of forest resources. It is
because of over 100 years of this care and
nurturing that Ohio's state forests are
treasured places. Foresters’ concerns go well
beyond growing of trees. Evaluations of
water, soil, wildlife, age and condition of
vegetation, threatened and endangered
species, invasive plants and insects,
recreational opportunities, and scenic
qualities are considered in planning and
preparing management plans.

CAMPING

Camping is permitted on state forest land
only in areas provided for such use. Family
camp-grounds are available at Fernwood and
Harrison state forests. Primitive horse camps
are located at five state forests. Remote park
& pack camp-sites are available on a permit
basis at Mohican-Memorial State Forest for
novice backpackers interested in short treks
and secluded camps.

BACKPACK TRAILS

Three backpack trails are provided by the
Division of Forestry at Shawnee State Forest
(50 miles with seven walk-in camp areas)
Zaleski State Forest (28 miles with three walk-
in camp areas), and Tar Hollow State Forest
(21 miles with one walk-in camp area). The
Shawnee Backpack Trail crosses rugged
terrain requiring moderate skill and
endurance, while the Zaleski Selinde
Roosenburg Memorial Backpack Trail
provides a shorter and generally less
strenuous hike. The Tar Hollow Logan
Backpack Trail provides hikers with a shorter,
challenging, but less strenuous hike than
Zaleski and Shawnee. Self-registration
permits (no fee) are available at the
trailheads. Reservations are not required.
Latrines and water are provided, but
backpackers are also encouraged to carry a
supply of water. Trail maps are available at
forestry.ohiodnr.gov.

HUNTING, FISHING, & SHOOTING

Hunting is permitted on most state forest
property, and numerous ponds and lakes
afford fishing opportunities. Four shooting
range sites are open.

ALL-PURPOSE VEHICLE AREAS

Four all-purpose vehicle (APV) areas are
provided by the Division of Forestry for off-
road motorcycles and all-purpose vehicles
(with width of 62 inches or less). Riding is
restricted to designated trails (except within
the Perry APV Area).

PRESCRIBED FIRE AND WILDFIRE

When conditions permit, snowmobiles are
permitted on designated trails in the Maumee
APV Area and Mohican-Memorial State Forest.
All vehicles must display a valid highway or
APV registration obtained through the Ohio
Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Operators must
wear head and eye protection. Perry, Pike,
and Richland Furnace APV Areas are closed
beginning on the second Monday morning in
December and reopen on the first Friday
morning in April.

Fire has long been an influence on forest
ecosystems and the use of fire as a
management tool is increasing. Planned
prescribed fires are carefully used to
accomplish specific land management goals.
These goals include managing for oak stands
and the habitats that they provide. It also
includes reducing fuels so that a wildfire,
should one occur, may not be as damaging as
it might otherwise be.

However, not all fires are planned or
beneficial. Each year, carelessness results in
an average of 500 wildfires burning 1,600
acres, nearly all in close proximity to homes,
buildings, or infrastructure. Protection of
public and private forest lands, primarily in
southern and eastern Ohio, is provided by the
Division of Forestry. There are nearly 600 fire
departments within the Division of Forestry
fire protection area. Services include technical
advice, federal excess equipment, training,
fire investigation and enforcement,
suppression assistance, and grants through
the federal Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant
Program.
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OHIO’S STATE FORESTS

MILES OF TRAILS
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*Camp codes: B - Backpack, F -Family, H -Horse, Ht - Hunting Season, P - Park & Pack. () Indicates campsites available. **State Park located within State Forest.

Find state forest and trail maps at forestry.ohiodnr.gov




