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allows landowners to act as the general Filing time varies depending on the process. o |:| =
contractor to plug and restore the well Wells plugged through the Emergency % _ 8
through a well-plugging contractor. If the Services Process may be plugged as soon 3 |:| o %
contracting and plugging process meet the as a plugging contractor can be secured. ® % % 2 2
i i e Al n m 0
requirements of law, then the well-plugging Wells plugged under the Landowner Pass- 5 o o - o
2
contractor is reimbursed for reasonable through Payment Plugging Agreement must ° = = §
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New Philadelphia, OH 44663-3333
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The Ohio Department of Natural Resources
(ODNR) Division of Oil and Gas Resources
Management (DOGRM) awards a contract to
a qualifed bidder who has experience in oil
and gas well drilling and plugging.

Class A Portland cement is generally used to
plug a well, however, a 9 Sack Grout mix may
be used with DOGRM approval and if well
conditions allow.

The size and type of rig used to plug a well
usually depends on the condition and depth
of the well and the size and amount of
casing in the well. Typically, contractors use a
service rig to plug wells. These rigs generally
weigh approximately 16 tons and have a
mast height of approximately 40 feet. Along
with the rig, associated equipment including
water tanks and mud pumps are also

kept on location. All fluid and solid waste
generated during the plugging activities

will be removed from the site by registered
haulers, if applicable, and disposed of at
approved facilities. The inspector will talk to
the landowner about the location of utilities,
drain tiles and other information that will be
useful in choosing the best access route.

Ohio law gives the state authority to enter
properties to inspect and plug wells. The right
of entry release is a record of your consent to
allow contractors hired by the state to enter
your property and plug the well.

An inspector with the DOGRM will be present
during key phases of the plugging procedure
to ensure compliance with the contract.

The plugging procedure may last from one
day to six weeks with the average being one
to two weeks.

Contact the DOGRM and an inspector will
promptly review the condition of the well.
After the site inspection and a review of the
available records, DOGRM staff will determine
if the well should be plugged again or vented
to remove any concerns for safety.
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Frequently asked questions about plugging
abandoned oil and gas wells in Ohio




