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London State Fish Hatchery

London State Fish Hatchery is located on over 80 acres in western Madison 
County, just west of London, Ohio. The facility was built in 1896 by the Ohio Fish 
Commission, a predecessor to the Division of Wildlife, and is the oldest of the six 
hatcheries. The hatchery has 34 ponds containing a total of almost 10 water acres. 
The facility also has one large outdoor raceway (a cement or earthen manmade 
canal with flowing water) and nine indoor rearing troughs. Water is supplied by 
several wells, which can deliver 2,000 gallons per minute. This cold-water supply 
and spring-fed ponds allow the hatchery to raise muskellunge, rainbow trout, and 
brown trout. The hatchery is involved in fish production year round, maintaining 
its own brown trout and rainbow trout breeding adults, and is the main production 
facility for brown trout. Muskellunge production starts in the spring, while trout 
production starts in the fall. London State Fish Hatchery also maintains several 
species of fish for displays at the Ohio State Fair, county fairs, and sports shows. 
The visiting public can enjoy viewing large adult trout and other display fish. To get 
to the hatchery, take SR 56 south off of I-70 to SR 40 west, then take Roberts Mill 

Rd. south four miles and the hatchery is on the right.

Kincaid State Fish Hatchery

Kincaid State Fish Hatchery is located on over 200 acres in western 
Pike County. This facility became operational under the direction of 
the Division of Conservation, a predecessor to the Division of Wildlife, 
in 1935. The hatchery has 19 ponds containing a total of 24 water 
acres. The facility also has six indoor raceways and four indoor rear-
ing troughs. Water is supplied by a spring that can deliver 70 to 3,000 
gallons per minute, depending on groundwater levels. This cold water 
supply allows the hatchery to raise muskellunge and rainbow trout. 
The hatchery also raises hybrid striped bass. In 1953, muskellunge 
were first raised at the hatchery, and production has grown steadily 
since. Today, Kincaid is Ohio’s primary production center for muskel-
lunge. Muskellunge production starts in the spring, while trout produc-
tion starts in the fall. To get to the hatchery, take SR 124 west off of SR 
23 and the hatchery is about a mile past the town of Latham on the left. 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife operates 
six fish hatcheries where a variety of species are raised for stocking Ohio’s 
waters. Sport fish raised for stocking include cold water fish (rainbow trout, 
brown trout, and steelhead), cool water fish (saugeye, walleye, yellow perch, 
and muskellunge), and warm water fish (hybrid striped bass, channel cat-
fish, largemouth bass, and bluegill). The division also raises non-sport spe-
cies to reestablish populations of threatened and endangered fish. 

Stocking is only one of the fish management tools used by the division to 
manage the state’s fish populations. The majority of Ohio’s fish populations 
are sustained through natural reproduction. Stocking is an appropriate man-
agement strategy when natural reproduction cannot sustain a population. 
Fish such as saugeye and hybrid striped bass, which are hybrids and rarely 

occur naturally, must be stocked annually to maintain fisheries. Also, lack 
of suitable habitat may prohibit or greatly reduce natural reproduction for 
some species such as muskellunge and trout, along with inland populations 
of walleye, yellow perch, and channel catfish. Largemouth bass and bluegill 
are also raised, and are used exclusively for stocking public lakes that are 
being rehabilitated.

Aside from opportunities to learn about hatchery production, these facilities 
also have special events for youth hunting and fishing, and provide wildlife 
viewing opportunities. All hatcheries are open to the public from 8:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday; advanced reservations are required for 
tour groups. 
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St. Marys State Fish Hatchery

St. Marys State Fish Hatchery is located on over 160 acres in western Auglaize 
County on the eastern shore of Grand Lake St. Marys. This facility, opened in 1913, 
was originally operated by the Western Ohio Fish and Game Association and was 
officially dedicated as a state hatchery in 1936. The hatchery has 26 ponds con-
taining a total of 43 water acres. The facility also has two outdoor raceways and 
nine indoor rearing troughs. Water is supplied by Grand Lake St. Marys (5,000 
gallons per minute capacity) and a well (375 gallons per minute capacity). This 
water supply allows the hatchery to raise saugeye, walleye, yellow perch, chan-
nel catfish, and largemouth bass. Production begins in the spring with walleye egg 
collection for production of both walleye and saugeye. Also in the spring, yellow 
perch breeding adults are placed into hatchery ponds along with submerged trees 
that provide spawning structure. Once these three species are stocked into area 
lakes, the ponds are refilled and stocked with fingerling channel catfish and large-
mouth bass fry. In the fall, these fish are also stocked into area lakes. To get to the 
hatchery, take SR 703 west out of the town of St. Marys and then take a left on SR 
364 for 1.5 miles; then go left on Feeder Rd. and the hatchery is 300 feet on the left.

Hebron State Fish Hatchery

Hebron State Fish Hatchery is located in southern Licking County, north of Buckeye 
Lake. This 230-acre facility was acquired from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
1982. This hatchery has 63 ponds, 13 indoor rearing troughs, 25 acres of wetlands, 
and 50 wooded acres with 2.5 miles of nature trails. Water is supplied by Buckeye 
Lake (5,000 gallons per minute capacity) through a 1.5-mile section of the old Ohio 
Erie Canal. Two wells (370 gallons per minute capacity) also provide water to the 
hatchery. Saugeye, walleye, and channel catfish represent the majority of fish pro-
duction, but hybrid striped bass and bluegill are also raised at the hatchery. Along 
with fish production, hatchery ponds provide opportunities for cooperative research 
with entities such as The Ohio State University. Research conducted at the Hebron 
State Fish Hatchery has helped the Division of Wildlife triple production of walleye 
and saugeye at the Hebron, Senecaville, and St. Marys state hatcheries, and also 
was used in developing prevention measures for zebra mussels (an aquatic nuisance 
species). As one of the Division of Wildlife’s “Watchable Wildlife Areas,” the hatchery 

attracts bird watchers and wildlife enthusiasts. To get to the hatchery, take SR 37 south 
off I-70, after two miles turn left on SR 79 and go another two miles and turn left on 

Canal Rd; the hatchery is one mile on the right.

Castalia State Fish Hatchery

Castalia State Fish Hatchery is located on 90 acres in western Erie County, just 
southwest of Sandusky Ohio. This facility is the newest of the six hatcheries and 
came online in the fall of 1997 after it was purchased from private interests. 
The hatchery production facilities consist of eight indoor rearing troughs and 
three outdoor raceways. Nine of these raceways are supplied with water from 
one of the area’s many blue-hole aquifers (2,500 gallons per minute capac-
ity). Because the water from the blue hole has no oxygen and high levels of 
nitrogen, it is treated before being used by the hatchery. The remaining two 
raceways are supplied with water diverted from Cold Creek (10,000 gallons per 
minute capacity). This cold water supply allows the hatchery to raise steelhead 
and rainbow trout. All of the state’s steelhead production occurs at this hatchery. 
Rainbow trout are raised to catchable size before being stocked in Ohio lakes in 
both the spring and fall. The facility offers great wildlife viewing opportunities and 
also offers a limited lottery-style fishing program on the portion of Cold Creek 

that runs through the hatchery grounds. To get to the hatchery, take SR 269 south 
off of SR 6 and then go two miles. Turn left on Heywood Rd.; after one mile, turn 

right on Homegardner Rd. and the hatchery is 200 ft. on the right.

Senecaville State Fish Hatchery

Senecaville State Fish Hatchery is located on over 120 acres in southern Guernsey 
County below the dam of Seneca Lake. This facility was acquired from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in 1987. The hatchery has 37 ponds containing a total of 37 
water acres. The facility also has two outdoor raceways and 18 indoor rearing troughs. 
Water is supplied by Seneca Lake, which can deliver 2,000 gallons per minute. This 
water supply allows the hatchery to raise saugeye, walleye, hybrid striped bass, 
and channel catfish. Senecaville State Fish Hatchery is the main facility for saugeye 
and hybrid striped bass production. Fry produced at this facility are raised on-site 
and also shipped to other state hatcheries to be raised to stocking size. Saugeye 
and walleye production begins in early spring, and hybrid striped bass production 
starts in late spring with egg collection and fertilization at the hatchery. This hatchery 
is also the main production facility for channel catfish. Channel catfish production 
starts in the summer using breeding adults kept at the hatchery. These fry are raised 
on-site and also shipped to other state hatcheries to be raised to stocking size. To 
get to the hatchery, take I-77 south off of I-70, then take SR 313 east for about six 
miles and turn right on Seneca Dam Rd.; the hatchery is on the right about a half mile. 



Brown trout and rainbow trout eggs are collected and fertilized in the fall using adult fish held at the hatch-
ery. Eggs are placed in incubation trays and hatch after about four weeks. Newly hatched fry (held 

indoors in rearing troughs) have a yolk sac that provides nutrition for their first few days of life. 
Once the yolk sac is absorbed, fish are fed a formulated diet (specially developed fish 

food). Brown trout are then moved outside to raceways in February. In the fall, these 
brown trout yearlings are stocked into selected Ohio streams. Rainbow trout are 

raised to about 12 inches and stocked into selected lakes as catchable trout 
in the spring and fall. Steelhead trout are similar to rainbow trout, but 

are migratory and move from Lake Erie into selected tributaries to 
spawn. Steelhead are raised in raceways where they are fed a for-
mulated diet. Once the steelhead reach 6 to 9 inches (smolts) 
in the spring, they are released into selected Lake Erie tribu-
taries. Smolts will then migrate downstream to Lake Erie 
in late spring where they will spend one to three years 
before returning to their stream of origin. Because 
steelhead do not reproduce in substantial num-
bers, stocking is necessary to maintain the fishery.

Muskellunge eggs are collected from trap-net caught fish in the spring. Eggs are fertilized on-site and transported to the hatchery. The 
eggs are then placed in incubation jars where they will hatch after two or three weeks. Newly hatched fry are held indoors in rearing 
troughs, and have a yolk sac that provides nutrition for their first week of life. Once the yolk sac is absorbed, fry are fed brine shrimp 
larvae that are produced at the hatchery. These young muskies are then transferred to raceways where a majority are fed carp fry, fol-
lowed by fathead minnows as they get larger. Some muskie will be trained to feed on a formulated diet and then switched to fathead 
minnows. By fall, the muskies will be about 10 inches in length (advanced fingerlings) ready for stocking into selected Ohio reservoirs. 

Hybrid striped bass are produced by crossing female 
white bass with male striped bass. In the spring, white bass 

and striped bass are collected from area lakes and the eggs are 
removed and fertilized at the hatchery. Fry are placed into hatchery 

ponds until they are about 1 to 2 inches in length. By summer, they 
are ready to be stocked into selected lakes and the Ohio River.

Rainbow Trout
Brown Trout



Walleye eggs are collect-
ed and fertilized on-site in 
the spring at state lakes 
and rivers. The fertilized 
eggs are then trans-
ferred to the hatch-
ery. Saugeye are 
a hybrid produced 
by fertilizing female 
walleye eggs with 

male sauger sperm. To 
produce saugeye, wall-

eye eggs are collected 
in the spring from state 

lakes. At the hatchery, the eggs are fertilized using 
sauger are collected from the Ohio River and held at the hatchery. 

After three weeks in incubation jars, walleye and saugeye fry hatch 
into rearing troughs where their yolk sac provides nutrition 

for the first week of life. Once they absorb their yolk sac, fry 
are transferred to outdoor ponds where they feed on plankton 

(microscopic animals). After 30 - 40 days in hatchery ponds, finger-
lings are stocked into inland lakes. Yellow perch reproduce naturally 

in hatchery ponds by laying their eggs on submerged trees. After hatching, fry feed on 
zooplankton until they reach about 2 inches in length, at which time they are stocked into Ohio lakes. 

To increase the amount of food available to walleye, saugeye, and yellow perch fry, hatchery ponds are fertil-
ized to promote growth of plankton.

Largemouth bass breeding adults are stocked into 
hatchery ponds that have gravel spawning beds. 
Once the water temperature approaches 65°F 
in the spring, these bass will spawn. After 
hatching, the fry are collected and trans-
ferred to ponds (without adults) at a rate of 
15,000 per acre. Adult fathead minnows are often 
stocked in these ponds before the bass fry, and the minnow fry 
produced are then available to the bass as food. By fall, the bass will 
be 3 to 5 inches in length and ready to be stocked into public fishing 
lakes being rehabilitated. Bluegill breeding adults are stocked 
into hatchery ponds in the spring. These fish will spawn from 
late spring through mid-summer. The newly hatched bluegill 
feed on zooplankton and aquatic insects throughout the sum-
mer. By fall, they have reached a length of 2 to 3 inches and 
are ready to be stocked into public fishing lakes being rehabilitated. 
Channel catfish production starts in the summer using adult breeders 
kept at the hatchery. Adult fish deposit their eggs in 10-gallon contain-
ers placed on the bottoms of the hatchery ponds. The eggs are then 
brought indoors for incubation, and hatch in about a week. The newly 
hatched catfish are 
then placed in hatchery 
ponds and fed a for-
mulated diet until they 
are about 12 inches in 
length (yearlings). In the 
fall, channel catfish are 
stocked into selected 
lakes throughout Ohio.


