
Hunter Submission Instructions for CWD Self-sampling 

1. Review sample collection instructions and the ODA ADDL Hunter Harvested Deer CWD Submission Form 

(bottom).   

2. Purchase and freeze a small ice pack overnight before shipping. 

3. Complete the ODA ADDL Hunter Harvested Deer CWD Submission Form.  Complete one form for every 

animal submitted and label accordingly so that individual animals can be separated at the lab with the 

corresponding submission form.    

4. Collect retro-pharyngeal lymph nodes (see pictures below).   Visit Chronic Wasting Disease Sample 

Collection for additional instructions and videos on how to collect samples.  

5. Write your name and 6-character Confirmation code from your Ohio Game Check Receipt (see below) 

on the ziplock using a Sharpie.  Place lymph nodes in ziplock and keep cool until shipping.  Do not freeze.  

6. Prior to shipping, wrap ice pack (see below for examples) and ziplock containing the lymph nodes in a 

paper towel and place in second and third ziplock bags (triple bagged).  It is very important that you 

triple bag the lymph nodes to protect them from leaking during shipping. 

7. Place hunter-submission form in a separate ziplock bag to protect it from water/moisture damage 

during shipping. 

8. Close all bags securely and enclose in a small shipping container (see example below).    

9. Keep sample cool until shipped.  Ship overnight via UPS or FedEx Monday - Thursday.  Note that the ODA 

ADDL observes all state holidays.  Samples should be shipped to: 

Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory 
8995 East Main Street, Building 6 

Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/ffab0574-1297-45b6-9142-92ad9fa61cdb/Hunter-harvested+Deer+CWD+Submission+Form.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-ffab0574-1297-45b6-9142-92ad9fa61cdb-nMdNlJm
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/ffab0574-1297-45b6-9142-92ad9fa61cdb/Hunter-harvested+Deer+CWD+Submission+Form.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-ffab0574-1297-45b6-9142-92ad9fa61cdb-nMdNlJm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrJ04WMZ_9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrJ04WMZ_9Q


 

Complete the cut down to the 

base of the skull (brain stem 

area).  

Cut just behind jaw line 

angling slightly back behind 

the ears. 
Larynx 

Hyoid 

bone 

Throat 



 

Use these two muscles 

located along the base of 

the skull as a reference.  

The lymph nodes are 

located above the muscle 

tissue and in towards the 

throat. 

 



 

 

Lymph nodes have a firm consistency 

and texture.  They generally have a 

darker inside color.  It is okay to submit 

cut or partial nodes.   

Additional reference photo 

Do not collect salivary tissue 

Lymph Node to collect 

Location of 2nd node 

already removed 

Darker center 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Collect Lymph Node 

Do not collect 

Salivary Tissue 



 


