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FMCSA UPDATE- NONRENEWABLE /| NONTRANSFERABLE CDL

November 21, 2025

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has recently requested all states to
perform an audit on all non-domiciled Commercial Driver’s Licenses (CDL) issued by the state in
order to evaluate the state’s compliance with federal law and report the status of their evaluation
regularly to FMCSA. As the federal authority for all CDL requirements, FMCSA may penalize non-
compliant states by withholding federal highway funds and decertify a state’s authority to issue CDLs,
which could impact all Ohio CDL holders. To ensure compliance and fully assess Ohio’s compliance
with federal statute, the Ohio BMV will continue to pause the issuance and testing of both Commercial
Learner's Permits (CLP) and CDLs to all nonrenewable / nontransferable customers. Please note
FMCSA has begun taking action against states that have had significant non-compliance identified,
withholding millions in federal highway safety funds.

In addition to the requested audit, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)
published an emergency interim rule which updated eligibility requirements for non-domiciled CDLs
and CLPs. In Ohio, applicants that are issued a non-domiciled CDL are referred to as a
Nonrenewable / Nontransferable (the current driver license reads “NR/NT”) or Limited Term
credential. In response to the new rule, Ohio had paused the issuance and testing of CDL / CLPs to
all nonrenewable / nontransferable customers. A recent court ruling placed the emergency interim
rule on hold, and while it is not currently controlling authority, a court may ultimately rule that the new
law is permitted.

At this time, Ohio is currently reviewing the Ohio non-domiciled CDL program for non-compliance with
established federal law and has not determined a date to resume issuance. All local licensing
agencies and testing facilities have been instructed to cease issuing and testing for all Non-
Renewable/Non-Transferrable CDLs. This includes duplicate, changes /upgrades, renewals or new
issuances of Non-Renewable/Non-Transferrable CDLs and CLPs. Individuals may choose to renew
their Class D Non-Renewable/Non-Transferrable but will be required to downgrade existing Non-
Renewable/Non-Transferrable CDLs and CLPs.

After completing its assessment of previous issuances, the Ohio BMV will notify the public and
communicate changes in Ohio’s issuance status as soon as possible.
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