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Distracted Driving in Ohio

= Over the past five years (2019-2023), Cuyahoga County has led the state in the number of distracted driving
crashes (5,321), followed by Franklin (4,450), Hamilton (4,446), Montgomery (2,874), and Lucas (2,391).
Combined, these five counties accounted for more than one in three distracted driving crashes (35%) in Ohio.

= In April 2023, Ohio’s distracted driving law became a primary offense?. After a six-month grace period, where
officers were instructed to educate and help motorists adapt to the new law, strict enforcement began in
October 2023. Troopers issued 3,575 distracted driving violations in the final three months of the year, a 119%
increase from the same time in 2022.

Yncludes any crash in which one or more drivers were distracted by: 2) manually operating an electronic communication device, 3) talking on hands-free communication device, 4) talking on hand-held
communication device, 5) other activity with an electronic device, 6) passenger, or 7) other distraction inside the vehicle.
2Distracted driving violations include incidents with one of the following violations: 4511.204, 4511.205, 4511.991, or 392.82A1 (federal motor carrier).


https://www.distracteddrivingdashboard.ohio.gov/
https://www.statepatrol.ohio.gov/ostats.aspx

