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The guidelines contained in The ERASOR were developed by the authors in the course of their duties
at the SAFE-T Program. Anyone choosing to use or adopt the risk assessment guidelines outlined
herein does so on the sole basis of their responsibility to judge their suitability for their own specific
purposes. The Ontario Ministry of Community & Social Services, its employees, agents, servants and
the authors neither assume nor accept any responsibility or legal liability for any injury or damages

whatsoever resulting from the use of The ERASOR and the guidelines outlined herein.

The Estimate of Risk of Adolescent Sexual Offense Recidivism (The ERASOR) is an empirically-guided

approach to estimating the risk of a sexual reoffense for an adolescent, presently aged 12 to 18

years, who has previously committed a sexual assault. When using The ERASOR, it is essential to be

familiar with the content of the ERASOR manual included with this coding form. It is also important to

stress that evaluators should:

e Have expertise and training regarding the assessment of adolescents and their families and expertise
and training regarding the assessment and management of sexual aggression.

e Assess multiple domains of functioning including sexual, intrapersonal, interpersonal, familial, and
biological.

e Use multiple methods of data collection to form opinions including clinical interviews, psychological
tests, behavioural observation, and reviews of previous case records and reports.

e Collect information from multiple sources such as the offender, the victim(s), the police, family,
friends, and other professionals who are familiar with the offender and his/her family.

e Be cognizant of the validity of the information that they are using in forming risk predictions.

e Be familiar with the research related to the estimation of adolescent sexual recidivism.

e Recognize that risk assessments will become obsolete after the passage of time and/or following a
change in any of the risk factors that were assessed.

Given that there is currently no empirical support for a specific algorithm for combing risk factors to
predict adolescent sexual recidivism, judgement is necessary to determine the level of risk (i.e., “low”,
“moderate”, or “high”). It is anticipated that there will be a general relationship between the number of
high-risk factors and the rating of risk such that more high-risk indicators suggest higher risk. However,
the final decision will be more dependent on the combination of risk factors rather than just the number.
Furthermore, it is possible that the presence of a single risk factor—such as the adolescent’s stated
intentions to reoffend—could be indicative of high risk.
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1. Deviant sexual interests (younger children, violence, or both).

[l Present ¢ At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent has reported or demonstrated
sexual arousal to thoughts/images of children under 12 years of age (and children
0 Children who are at least 4 years younger than the adolescent), OR
e Sexual assaults—within the past year—against 2 or more children under 12 years of
[] Violence age (and children who are at least 4 years younger than the adolescent), OR

¢ At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent has reported or demonstrated
sexual arousal to sexual violence (excessive physical violence, threats of death or
physical pain, use of weapons), OR

e Sexual assaults—within the past year—against 2 or more individuals that involved
excessive physical violence, threats of death or pain, or use of weapons.

[1 Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent
Partially e has reported or demonstrated deviant sexual arousal to prepubescent children,
Present sexual violence, or both, at any time within the past 6 months, OR

0 Children e Within the past year, has committed sexual assaults against 2 or more
prepubescent children or sexual assaults against 2 or more individuals that involved

[ Violence excessive physical violence, threats of death or pain, or use of weapons.
[ Not Present e Adolescent has reported AND demonstrated NO sexual arousal to thoughts and/or
images of prepubescent children, sexual violence, or both during the past 6 months,
OR

e Within the past year, the adolescent has NOT committed sexual assaults against 2
or more children, or sexual assaults against 2 or more individuals that involved
excessive physical violence, threats of death or pain, or use of weapons.

1 Unknown Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

Obsessive sexual interests/Preoccupation with sexual thoughts.

[ Present At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent has demonstrated obsessive

sexual interests/preoccupation with sexual thoughts as evidenced by any of the

following:

e Unusually frequent masturbation

e Unusually frequent sexual thoughts, comments, gestures, or behaviours

e Unusually frequent use of pornography (or other textual, pictorial, or auditory
materials considered erotic by adolescent)

e Unusually frequent engagement in sexual fantasy

e Excessive use of sexual behaviours/fantasies to cope with negative affect (boredom,
loneliness, frustration, sadness), anger, or problematic situations.

Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has been preoccupied with sexual
Partially thoughts, behaviours, fantasies, images, or gestures at any time within the past 6
Present months.

[ Not Present Adolescent has NOT demonstrated obsessive sexual interests or preoccupation with

sexual thoughts, behaviours, fantasies, images, or gestures during the past 6 months.

[0 Unknown Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.
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3. Attitudes supportive of sexual offending.

[l Present At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent has endorsed ANY of the
following attitudes:

e Sexual interactions with children under 12 years of age are not harmful to the
child; are desired by the child; are often initiated by children; should be legalized;
are just displays of affection; or are educational for the child, OR

e Forced sexual interactions with peers or adults are not harmful; are desired; are
enjoyable; are initiated by the victim’s style of dress or behaviour; or that
disclosures of forced sexual interactions are usually fabricated.

Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has endorsed attitudes supportive of

Partially sexual offending at any time within the past 6 months.

Present

Not Present Adolescent has NOT endorsed attitudes supportive of sexual offending during the past
6 months.

Unknown Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

Unwillingness to alter deviant sexual interests/attitudes.

Present

At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent has been unwilling to alter or

“give up” the:

e Deviant sexual interests that were rated as “Present” or “Possibly or Partially
Present” in #1 above OR

e Attitudes supportive of sexual offending that were rated as “Present” or “Possibly
or Partially Present” in #3 above

Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that, at any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent
Partially has been unwilling to alter the:
Present e Deviant sexual interests that were rated as “Present” or “Possibly or Partially

Present” in #1 above OR
e Attitudes supportive of sexual offending that were rated as “Present” or “Possibly
or Partially Present” in #3 above

Not Present

e During the past 6 months, the adolescent HAS been willing to alter deviant sexual
interests (#1 above) or attitudes supportive of sexual offending (#3 above), OR
e Neither #1 nor #3 above were coded as “Present” or “Possibly or Partially Present”

Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

Ever sexually assaulted 2 or more victims.

Present Adolescent has intentionally sexually assaulted 2 or more victims.

Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has intentionally sexually assaulted 2
Partially or more victims.

Present

Not Present Adolescent has intentionally sexually assaulted 1 victim.

Unknown Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

Ever sexually assaulted same victim 2 or more times.

Present Adolescent has sexually assaulted the same victim on 2 or more occasions.

Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has sexually assaulted the same victim
Partially on 2 or more occasions.

Present

Not Present Adolescent has NEVER sexually assaulted the same victim on more than 1 occasion.
Unknown Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.
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7. Prior adult sanctions for sexual assault(s).

[J Present

Please specify

[ Criminal charge

[J Police warning
(] Other adult

At any time PRIOR to the most recent sexual offense, the adolescent was cautioned,
warned, disciplined, criminally charged, or otherwise sanctioned by an adult authority
(e.g., police, parent, teacher) for a sexual assault.

sanction

[ Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that, at any time PRIOR to the most recent sexual offense,
Partially the adolescent was cautioned, warned, disciplined, criminally charged, or otherwise
Present sanctioned by an adult authority (e.g., police, parent, teacher) for a sexual assault.

[J Not Present

Adolescent was NEVER cautioned, warned, disciplined, criminally charged, or otherwise
sanctioned by an adult authority (e.g., police, parent, teacher) for a sexual assault
PRIOR to the most recent sexual offense.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

8. Threats of, or use of, excessive violence/weapons during sexual offense.

[J Present

During the commission of any past sexual assault, the adolescent has ever:

e Used excessive physical restraint or aggression beyond that which would be
necessary to gain victim “compliance”, OR

e Used, or threatened to use, a weapon (regardless of whether a weapon was
actually present), OR

e Used, or threatened to use, physical violence with the victim or with others
important to the victim, such as family members

[ Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has ever used excessive physical
restraint or aggression; OR used, or threatened to use, a weapon; OR used, or
threatened to use, physical violence against the victim or with others important to the
victim, such as family members

[1 Not Present

Adolescent has NEVER used excessive physical restraint or aggression; NEVER used, or
threatened to use, a weapon; NEVER used, or threatened to use, physical violence
against the victim or with others important to the victim, such as family members

[1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

9. Ever sexually assaulted a child.

[J Present

Adolescent has EVER intentionally sexually assaulted a child victim under 12 years of
age and at least 4 years younger than the adolescent.

[l Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has ever intentionally sexually assaulted
a child victim under 12 years of age and at least 4 years younger than the adolescent.

[1 Not Present

Adolescent has NEVER intentionally selected and sexually assaulted a child victim under
12 years and at least 4 years younger than the adolescent.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

10. Ever sexually assaulted a stranger.

[J Present

Adolescent has EVER intentionally committed a sexual offense against a stranger. A
victim is considered a stranger if she/he knew the adolescent for a period of less than
24 hours prior to the sexual offense.

[ Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has ever intentionally committed a
sexual offense against a stranger.

[ Not Present

Adolescent has NEVER committed a sexual offense against a stranger.

[1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.
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11. Indiscriminate choice of victims.

[J Present

Adolescent has ever intentionally sexually assaulted:

e Both male and female victims OR

e Both child (under 12 years of age and 4 years younger) and peer/adult victims OR

e Both related and unrelated victims OR

e Both familiar and stranger victims (stranger if victim knew the adolescent for less
than 24 hours prior to sexual assault)

[ Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has ever intentionally sexually assaulted
both male and female victims OR both child and peer/adult victims OR both related and
unrelated victims OR both familiar and stranger victims.

[J Not Present

Adolescent has NEVER intentionally sexually assaulted both male and female victims OR
both child and peer/adult victims OR both related and unrelated victims OR both
familiar and stranger victims.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

12. Ever sexually assaulted a male victim (Coded for male adolescents only).

[ Present Male adolescent has EVER intentionally sexually assaulted a male victim.

[l Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that the male adolescent has ever intentionally selected and
Partially sexually assaulted a male victim.
Present

[1 Not Present

Male adolescent has NEVER intentionally selected and sexually assaulted a male victim.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

13. Diverse sexual-assault behaviours.

[1 Present

Adolescent has EVER attempted or engaged in several different contact and/or non-
contact sexual-assault behaviours including (but not limited to) exhibitionism,
voyeurism, obscene phone calling, stalking, assault with a weapon, frottage, bestiality,
sexual touching, or oral, anal, or vaginal penetration.

[0 Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has ever attempted or engaged in
several different contact and/or non-contact sexual-assault behaviours including (but
not limited to) exhibitionism, voyeurism, obscene phone calling, stalking, assault with a
weapon, frottage, bestiality, sexual touching, or oral, anal, or vaginal penetration.

[ Not Present

Adolescent has engaged in one form of sexual assault behaviour ONLY.

[1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

14. Antisocial

interpersonal orientation.

[J Present

During the past 6 months, the adolescent has exhibited an antisocial interpersonal
orientation as evidenced by the presence of 4 or more of the following:
Endorsement of antisocial or pro-criminal attitudes

Defiance of authority figures

Insensitive disrespect for the rights / feelings of others

Selfish / self-centered orientation

Difficulty accepting responsibility for most wrongdoings (not just sexual)
Lack of guilt or remorse for most wrongdoings (not just sexual

Frequent lying and deception

Inflated sense of self-importance and self-worth

Emotionally unresponsive or emotions that appears “faked”

Frequent violations of rules and laws—in addition to sexual assaults(s)

[ Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has exhibited an antisocial interpersonal
orientation (just 2 or 3 of the above) during the past 6 months.

[J Not Present

Adolescent has NOT exhibited an antisocial interpersonal orientation during the past 6
months.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.
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15. Lack of intimate peer relationships / Social isolation.

[J Present

At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent’s social relationships have been

characterized by:

e No emotionally intimate peer relationships (peers are non-familial individuals who
are within 3 years of age from the adolescent), OR

e No close friendships OR reliance on a single peer-aged friend, OR

e Social isolation from peers outside of the regular school day.

[l Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that, at any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent
has had no emotionally intimate peer relationships, relied on a single peer friendship,
and/or was socially isolated from peers outside of the regular school day.

[1 Not Present

During the past 6 months, the adolescent HAS had emotionally intimate peer
relationships, or 2 or more close friends, and/or has not been socially isolated from
peers outside of the regular school day.

[1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

16. Negative peer associations and influences.

[J Present

On more than 1 occasion within the past 6 months, the adolescent has associated with

peers who:

e Often engage in antisocial / criminal activity, OR

e Often use non-prescription drugs and/or alcohol, OR

e The adolescent frequently engaged in antisocial / criminal behaviours to “fit in” or
“belong” with a peer group

[l Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that, on more than 1 occasion within the past 6 months, the

adolescent has associated with peers who:

e Often engage in antisocial / criminal activity, OR

e Often use non-prescription drugs and/or alcohol, OR

e The adolescent frequently engaged in antisocial / criminal behaviours to “fit in” or
“belong” with a peer group

[J Not Present

During the past 6 months, the adolescent has NOT associated with peers who often
engage in antisocial / criminal activity or substance use / abuse behaviours on more
than 1 occasion.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

17. Interpersonal aggression.

[J Present

During the past 6 months, the adolescent has demonstrated a pattern of interpersonal
aggression, characterized by a number of verbally or physically abusive behaviours
directed towards people.

[ Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that, during the past 6 months, the adolescent has
demonstrated a pattern of interpersonal aggression, characterized by a number of
verbally or physically abusive behaviours directed towards people.

[J Not Present

During the past 6 months, the adolescent has NOT demonstrated a pattern of
interpersonal aggression characterized by a number of verbally or physically abusive
behaviours directed towards people.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.
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18. Recent escalation in anger or negative affect.

[l Present
(please note)
0 Anger
0 Negative
affect

At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent has demonstrated an escalation
in:

e Anger (e.g., tantrums, verbal or physical aggression, threats), OR

e Negative affect such as depression, anxiety, loneliness, boredom, or frustration

NOTE: this factor represents ONLY an escalation, or heightening, of anger or
negative affect—NOT merely the presence of anger or negative affect

[0 Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that, at any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent
has demonstrated an escalation in:

e Anger (e.g., tantrums, verbal or physical aggression, threats), OR

o Negative affect such as depression, anxiety, loneliness, boredom, or frustration

[ Not Present

NO escalation in anger or negative affect during the past 6 months.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

19. Poor self-regulation of affect and behaviour (Impulsivity).

[ Present During the past 6 months, the adolescent has demonstrated very poor self-regulation of
affect and behaviour. Impulsivity is demonstrated by 3 or more of the following:
e Frequent difficulty delaying gratification
o Frequent difficulty delaying responses (“blurting out answers”)
e Frequently interrupting others
e Frequent failure to listen to instructions or directions
e Frequently becoming bored easily with routine
e Frequent grabbing or touching things/others without permission
e Frequent failure to consider consequences before engaging in activities (particularly
potentially dangerous or risky activities)
[l Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that, during the past 6 months, the adolescent has
Partially demonstrated very poor self-regulation of affect and behaviour—is typically highly
Present impulsive (2 or fewer of the above).

[J Not Present

During the past 6 months, the adolescent has NOT demonstrated very poor self-
regulation of affect and behaviour—is typically NOT impulsive.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

20. High-stress family environment.

[J Present

At any time within the past 6 months, REGARDLESS of where the adolescent has been
living, there has been an extreme level of stress within the family as evidenced by
issues such as:

Marked marital discord

Death of a family member

Separation of a family member from family

Major iliness of a family member

Significant family change in residence, employment, or income

Poverty

Criminal activity of family member other than adolescent

Sexual or physical victimization within the family (not including the adolescent’s
index sexual offense)

o Highly conflictual family relationship(s) (OTHER THAN offender-parent relationship)

[ Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent’s family has experienced high levels of
stress at any time within the past 6 months.

[1 Not Present

Adolescent’s family has NOT experienced high levels of stress during the past 6 months.

1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.
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21. Problematic parent-offender relationships / Parental rejection.

[ Present At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent has experienced an extremely

problematic parent-child relationship as evidenced by:

e Adolescent feeling rejected, unloved, or unwanted by a parent(s)

e Parent’s current use of harsh/punitive verbal or physical discipline

o Very low level of parental involvement; particularly if the parent was once more
involved in the adolescent’s life

e Significant parent-child conflict / disagreement

[l Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that, at any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent
Partially has experienced an extremely problematic parent-child relationship or has felt rejected,
Present unloved, or unwanted by a parent(s).

[0 Not Present During the past 6 months, the adolescent has NOT experienced an extremely

problematic parent-child relationship or has NOT felt rejected, unloved, or unwanted by
a parent(s).
[1 Unknown Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

22. Parent(s) not supporting sexual-offense-specific assessment / treatment.

[ Present At any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent’s parent(s) has not been

supportive of sexual-offense-specific assessment/treatment for their child as evidenced

by one or more of the following:

e Parental refusal to participate in assessment/treatment

e Parental refusal to allow child to participate in assessment/treatment

e Parent(s) denies that their child committed the sexual assault despite evidence to
the contrary

e Parent(s) denies that there is ANY risk of sexual reoffense

e Parent(s) attempts to undermine or minimize the adolescent’s sexual-offense-
specific assessment/treatment

[l Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that, at any time within the past 6 months, the adolescent’s
Partially parent(s) has not been supportive of sexual-offense-specific assessment/treatment for
Present their child.

7 Not Present Adolescent’s parent(s) HAS been supportive of sexual-offense-specific

assessment/treatment for their child during the past 6 months.

] Unknown Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

23.  Environment supporting opportunities to reoffend sexually.

[l Present At the present time—or at any time within the NEXT 6 months—the adolescent is
residing in, or often visiting, an environment that supports opportunities to reoffend
sexually as evidenced by one or more of the following:

e Unsupervised access to potential and/or past victims

e Poor monitoring or control of adolescent’s whereabouts

e Adult denial of adolescent’s risk to reoffend sexually

e Lack of adult awareness of adolescent’s high-risk factor(s)

e Easy access to sexual media (pictorial, auditory, or textual)

e Exposure to frequent sexual behaviours, gestures, or conversations

e  Supervising adults who blame the victim(s) for the adolescent’s offense(s)

[l Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that, at the present time—or at any time within the NEXT 6
Partially months—the adolescent is residing in, or often visiting, an environment that supports
Present opportunities to reoffend sexually.

[l Not Present BOTH presently AND during the NEXT 6 months, the adolescent will NOT be residing in,

or often visiting, an environment that supports opportunities to reoffend sexually.
[1 Unknown Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.
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24. No development or practice of realistic prevention plans/strategies.

[J Present

During the past 6 months:

e The adolescent has not developed a realistic plan to cope with potentially high-risk
factors for a sexual reoffense (such as deviant sexual arousal), OR

e The adolescent has not practiced realistic strategies to cope with potentially high-
risk factors.

NOTE: “realistic” plans/strategies are those that would be considered sensible,

practical, and socially acceptable.

[ Possibly or
Partially
Present

Possible or partial evidence that, during the past 6 months, the adolescent has not
developed or practiced realistic strategies to cope with potentially high-risk factors for a
sexual reoffense (such as deviant sexual arousal).

[J Not Present

Adolescent HAS BOTH developed AND practiced at least some realistic plan(s) to cope
with high-risk factors for a sexual reoffense during the past 6 months.

[1 Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

25. Incomplete sexual-offense-specific treatment.

[l Present Adolescent has not yet completed a majority (i.e., 75% or more) of the sexual-offense-
specific treatment goals that were recommended following assessment.
[l Possibly or Possible or partial evidence that the adolescent has not yet completed a majority (i.e.,
Partially 75% or more) of the sexual-offense-specific treatment goals that were recommended
Present following assessment.

[1 Not Present

Adolescent HAS completed a majority (75% or more) of the sexual-offense-specific
treatment goals that were recommended following assessment.

] Unknown

Insufficient information to support a decision regarding this risk factor.

26. Other factor :

[J Present

[l Possibly or
Partially
Present
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This is a SUMMARY sheet ONLY.
VALID ONLY IF ratings have been transferred from Coding Form attached.
Name of Adolescent and Date of Assessment are noted on Page 1

High Risk Factors for Sexual Reoffense Present | Partially/Possibly Not Unknown
Present Present

Sexual Interests, Attitudes, and Behaviours

1. Deviant sexual interests (younger children, violence, or both)

2. Obsessive sexual interests/Preoccupation with sexual thoughts

3. Attitudes supportive of sexual offending

4. Unwillingness to alter deviant sexual interests/attitudes

Historical Sexual Assaults

Ever sexually assaulted 2 or more victims

Ever sexually assaulted same victim 2 or more times

Threats of, or use of, violence/weapons during sexual offense

5.
6
7. Prior adult sanctions for sexual assault(s)
8
9

Ever sexually assaulted a child

10. Ever sexually assaulted a stranger

11. Indiscriminate choice of victims

12. Ever sexually assaulted a male victim (male offenders only)

13. Diverse sexual-assault behaviours

Psychosocial Functioning

14. Antisocial interpersonal orientation

15. Lack of intimate peer relationships / Social isolation

16. Negative peer associations and influences

17. Interpersonal aggression

18. Recent escalation in anger or negative affect

19. Poor self-regulation of affect and behaviour (Impulsivity)

Family/Environmental Functioning

20. High-stress family environment

21. Problematic parent-offender relationships/Parental rejection

22. Parent(s) not supporting sexual-offense-specific assessment/treatment

23. Environment supporting opportunities to reoffend sexually

Treatment

24. No development or practice of realistic prevention plans/strategies

25. Incomplete sexual-offense-specific treatment

Other Factor

Overall Risk Rating O Low 0O Moderate 0O High
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