Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Plan
For
Ohio
FFY 2019-2021

1 Define CCDF Leadership and Coordination with Relevant Systems

This section identifies the leadership for the CCDF program in each Lead Agency and the
entities and individuals who will participate in the implementation of the program. It also
identifies the stakeholders that were consulted to develop the Plan and who the Lead Agency
collaborates with to implement services. In this section respondents are asked to identify how
match and maintenance-of-effort (MOE) funds are identified. Lead Agencies explain their
coordination with child care resource and referral (CCR&R) systems, and outline the work they
have done on their disaster preparedness and response plans.

1.1 CCDF Leadership

The Governor of a State or Territory shall designate an agency (which may be an appropriate
collaborative agency), or establish a joint inter-agency office, to represent the State (or
Territory) as the Lead Agency. The Lead Agency agrees to administer the program in
accordance with applicable Federal laws and regulations and the provisions of this Plan,
including the assurances and certifications appended hereto. (658D, 658E(c)(1)).Note: An
amendment to the CCDF State Plan is required if the Lead Agency changes or if the Lead
Agency official changes.

1.1.1 Which Lead Agency is designated to administer the CCDF program?

Identify the Lead Agency or joint interagency office designated by the state or territory. ACF will
send official grant correspondence, such as grant awards, grant adjustments, Plan approvals,

and disallowance notifications, to the designated contact identified here (658D(a)).
Effective Date: 02/27/2021
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a) Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Office Information:
Name of Lead Agency: Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
Street Address: 30 East Broad Street, 32nd Floor
City: Columbus
State: Ohio
ZIP Code: 43215
Web Address for Lead Agency: http://jfs.ohio.gov/
b) Lead Agency or Joint Interagency Official Contact Information:
Lead Agency Official First Name: Kimberly
Lead Agency Official Last Name: Henderson
Title: Director
Phone Number: 614-466-6283

Email Address: Kimberly.Henderson01@jfs.ohio.gov

1.1.2 Who is the CCDF Administrator?

Identify the CCDF Administrator designated by the Lead Agency, the day-to-day contact, or the
person with responsibility for administering the state's or territory's CCDF program. ACF will
send programmatic communications, such as program announcements, program instructions,
and data collection instructions, to the designated contact identified here. If there is more than
one designated contact with equal or shared responsibility for administering the CCDF program,
please identify the Co-Administrator or the person with administrative responsibilities and

include his or her contact information.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) CCDF Administrator Contact Information:
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CCDF Administrator First Name: Tracey
CCDF Administrator Last Name: Chestnut

Title of the CCDF Administrator: Chief, Bureau of Child Care Policy and Technical
Assistance

Phone Number: 614-752-0481
Email Address: tracey.chestnut@jfs.ohio.gov
Address for the CCDF Administrator (if different from the Lead Agency):
Street Address: 4020 E. Fifth Avenue
City: Columbus
State: Ohio
ZIP Code: 43219
b) CCDF Co-Administrator Contact Information (if applicable):
CCDF Co-Administrator First Name:
CCDF Co-Administrator Last Name:
Title of the CCDF Co-Administrator:
Description of the role of the Co-Administrator:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Address for the CCDF Co-Administrator (if different from the Lead Agency):
Street Address:
City:

State:
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ZIP Code:

1.2 CCDF Policy Decision Authority

The Lead Agency has broad authority to administer (i.e., establish rules) and operate (i.e.,
implement activities) the CCDF program through other governmental, non-governmental, or
public or private local agencies as long as it retains overall responsibility for the administration
of the program (658D(b)). Administrative and implementation responsibilities undertaken by
agencies other than the Lead Agency must be governed by written agreements that specify the
mutual roles and responsibilities of the Lead Agency and other agencies in meeting the
program requirements.

1.2.1 Which of the following CCDF program rules and policies are administered (i.e., set
or established) at the state or territory level or local level? Identify whether CCDF
program rules and policies are established by the state or territory (even if operated
locally) or whether the CCDF policies or rules are established by local entities, such as

counties or workforce boards (98.16(i)(3)). Check one.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

¥ All program rules and policies are set or established at the state or territory
level. If checked, skip to question 1.2.2.

" Some or all program rules and policies are set or established by local
entities. If checked, indicate which entities establish the following policies. Check all
that apply.

1. Eligibility rules and policies (e.g., income limits) are set by the:
[l State or territory

"l Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning
coalitions).

If checked, identify the entity and describe the type of eligibility policies the local

entity(ies) can set.

[Tl Other.
Describe:
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2. Sliding-fee scale is set by the:
[ State or territory

[T Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning
coalitions).

If checked, identify the entity and describe the type of eligibility policies the local
entity(ies) can set.

[Tl Other.
Describe:

3. Payment rates are set by the:
[ State or territory

"l Local entity (e.g., counties, workforce boards, early learning
coalitions).

If checked, identify the entity and describe the type of eligibility policies the local
entity(ies) can set.

[Tl Other.
Describe:

4. Other. List and describe other program rules and policies and describe (e.g., quality
rating and improvement systems [QRIS], payment practices):

1.2.2 How is the CCDF program operated? In other words, which entity(ies) implement or

perform these CCDF services? Check all that apply
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Who conducts eligibility determinations?
"] CCDF Lead Agency
" Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) agency
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["] Other state or territory agency

¥ Local government agencies, such as county welfare or social services
departments

"] Child care resource and referral agencies
"] Community-based organizations

[T other.
Describe

b) Who assists parents in locating child care (consumer education)?
[¥| CCDF Lead Agency
¥ TANF agency
["] Other state or territory agency

¥ Local government agencies, such as county welfare or social services
departments

[¥! Child care resource and referral agencies

¥/ Community-based organizations

¥ Other.

Describe

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services also maintains a website listing all
licensed programs with contact and basic demographic information including if the
program has an agreement for publicly funded child care, if they participate in the
Child and Adult Care Food Program, and other services offered by the program.

¢) Who issues payments?
¥ CCDF Lead Agency
"] TANF agency
[l Other state or territory agency

"] Local government agencies, such as county welfare or social services
departments

["] Child care resource and referral agencies
"] Community-based organizations
] Other.
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Describe

1.2.3 Describe the processes the Lead Agency uses to monitor CCDF administration and
implementation responsibilities performed by other agencies as reported above in 1.2.2,
including written agreements, monitoring and auditing procedures, and indicators or
measures to assess performance of those agencies (98.16(b)). Note : The contents of the
written agreement may vary based on the role the agency is asked to assume or type of
project, but must include at a minimum, tasks to be performed, schedule for completing
tasks, budget which itemizes categorical expenditures in accordance with CCDF

requirements, and indicators or measures to assess performance (98.11(a)(3)).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

A Memorandum of Understanding is in place between the Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services (ODJFS) and the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) ensuring ODJFS the
ability to monitor the implementation of the CCDBG requirements in their licensing process.
ODE rules are reviewed by ODJFS to ensure they are inclusive of all CCDBG requirements
and staff from both agencies meet routinely. ODJFS staff complete all background checks for
ODE child care staff who desire to work in programs recieving CCDF funds. Once
determined eligible, the ODE program is permitted to participate in the ODJFS publicly
funded child care program.

ODJFS sets requirements in rule for county agencies to implement CCDBG. For publicly
funded child care, the requirements for both the county agencies and caretakers are set in
5101:2-16 OAC. Many of the eligiblity requirements are also automated in the department's
systems which the counties are required to use for determining initial and ongoing eligiblity.
The department audits the counties annually to ensure they are implementing rules,
including the CCDBG requirements, correctly. The CCDBG licensing requirements county
agencies, family child care providers and in-home aides are set in 5101:2-13 and 5101:2-14
OAC. ODJFS annually monitors each county to ensure compliance with those requirements
as well.

ODJFS has contracted with 9 child care resource and referral agencies (CCR&R) which
provide services in 12 service delivery areas (SDA) throughout the state. The contract
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requires the CCR&R agencies to assist families in locating child care. The CCR&R agencies
provide quarterly reports to the state which are reviewed to ensure deliverables are met.

1.2.4 Lead Agencies must assure that, to the extent practicable and appropriate, any
code or software for child care information systems or information technology for which
a Lead Agency or other agency expends CCDF funds to develop must be made available
on request to other public agencies, including public agencies in other States, for their

use in administering child care or related programs (98.15(a)(11)).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

Assure by describing how the Lead Agency makes child care information systems
available to public agencies in other states to the extent practicable and appropriate.

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) has made several presentations
both at the state and federal level on system functions that have been built to support the
child care program. Although not yet approached, ODJFS would be cooperative and assist,
to a reasonable extent, other state agencies or other states with obtaining the system
functionality built with CCDF funds to support their child care program.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

1.2.5 Lead Agencies must have in effect policies to govern the use and disclosure of

confidential and personally identifiable information about children and families receiving

CCDF assistance and child care providers receiving CCDF funds (98.15(b)(13)).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018
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Certify by describing the Lead Agency's policies related to the use and disclosure of
confidential and personally identifiable information.

Ohio has laws and rules related to the confidentiality of information including the identity of
recipients of public assistance and protection of children enrolled in a regulated child care
program. The identities for children and families enrolled in the publicly funded child care
program are confidential pursuant to the sections of rules and laws cited below. ODJFS
requires all state and county workers with access to our data systems to sign a code of
responsibility. Child care providers are only given the family information needed to track
attendance and request payment. The provider agreement requires that these programs not
identify the families as receiving publicly funds.

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5101.27v2

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5101.29
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/Rules/5101-2-13-26.stm,
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-07.stm
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/docs/ProviderAgreement2016.stm

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

1.3 Consultation in the Development of the CCDF Plan

The Lead Agency is responsible for developing the CCDF plan, which serves as the application
for a 3-year implementation period. As part of the Plan development process, Lead Agencies
must consult with the following:

(1) Appropriate representatives of units of general purpose local government-(658D(b)(2);
98.10(c); 98.12(b); 98.14(b)). General purpose local governments are defined by the U.S.
Census at
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/cspan/govts/20120301_cspan_govts_def 3.pdf.

(2) The State Advisory Council (SAC) on Early Childhood Education and Care (pursuant to
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642B(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act) (658E(c)(2)(R); 98.15(b)(1)) or similar coordinating body
pursuant to 98.14(a)(1)(vii).

(3) Indian tribe(s) or tribal organization(s) within the state. This consultation should be done in a
timely manner and at the option of the Indian tribe(s) or tribal organization(s) (658D(b)(1)(E)).

Consultation

involves meeting with or otherwise obtaining input from an appropriate agency in the
development of the state or territory CCDF Plan. Describe the partners engaged to provide
services under the CCDF program in question 1.4.1.

1.3.1 Describe the Lead Agency's consultation in the development of the CCDF plan.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with appropriate representatives of general
purpose local governments.

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) Child Care Advisory Council
(CCAC) membership is defined in Ohio Revised Code and states that the council shall
consist of twenty-two voting members appointed by the Director of ODJFS with the
approval of the Governor. The Director of ODJFS, the Director of Developmental
Disabilities, the Director of Mental Health and Addiction Services, the Superintendent of
Public Instruction, the Director of Health, the Director of Commerce, and the State Fire
Marshal shall serve as nonvoting members of the council. Six members shall be
representatives of child care centers subject to licensing, the members should represent
a variety of centers, including nonprofit and proprietary, from different geographical areas
of the state. At least three members shall be parents, guardians, or custodians of
children receiving child care or publicly funded child care in the child's own home, a
center, a type A home, a Head Start program, a licensed type B home, or a type B home
at the time of appointment. Three members shall be representatives of in-home aides,
type A homes, licensed type B homes, or type B homes or Head Start programs. At least
six members shall represent county departments of job and family services. The
remaining members shall be representatives of the teaching, child development, and
health professions, and other individuals interested in the welfare of children. At least six

members of the council shall not be employees or licensees of a child day-care center,
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head start program, or type A home, or providers operating a licensed type B home or
type B home, or in-home aides.

The CCAC Policy Sub-Committee reviews draft rules and provides feedback on changes
to the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC), some that are a direct result of the Child Care
and Development Block Grant (CCDBG). Additionally, ODJFS consults with the Ohio Job
and Family Services Director's Association (OJFSDA) which represents the county
department of job and family services agencies. Discussions include policy changes
resulting from the CCDBG Act; feedback from this group is used to shape and fine tune
Ohio's goals and plan. In addition, ODJFS has a public comment period for all OAC
rules. ODJFS strives to provide a two-week public comment period to receive feedback
prior to filing with the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR). Additionally, all
OAC rules are required to have a public hearing prior to the formal JCARR review.

b) Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the State Advisory Council or similar
coordinating body.

The Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) membership includes a diverse array of
stakeholders from early childhood programs, schools, health, social services, unions,
philanthropy and other groups. Here is a link to the current membership list:
http://earlychildhoodohio.org/ecac/pdf/ECAC-Roster.pdf . ECAC provides feedback
throughout the year regarding the implementation of publicly funded child care, Ohio's

tiered quality rating and improvement system, Step Up To Quality, and child care
licensing. Kara Wente, Deputy Director of the Office of Family Assistance, is a member
of ECAC and presents policies/procedures/goals, some of which are included in the state
plan, to ECAC for feedback. Additionally, the external workgroup that reviewed this state
plan in detail included representatives from ECAC. The plan was also discussed at the
April 2018 ECAC meeting.

c) Describe, if applicable, how the Lead Agency consulted with Indian tribes(s) or tribal
organizations(s) within the state. Note: The CCDF regulations recognize the need for
States to conduct formal, structured consultation with Tribal governments, including
Tribal leadership. Many States and Tribes have consultation policies and procedures in
place.

NA
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Ohio

d) Describe any other entities, agencies, or organizations consulted on the development
of the CCDF plan.

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) Child Care Advisory Council
(CCAC) provides feedback and advises the department throughout the year regarding
the implementation of child care including the Publicly Funded Child Care (PFCC)
Program, Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) and child care licensing. The CCAC membership
includes representatives from county agencies, parents, family child care providers, child
care centers, state agencies and stakeholders.

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) and ODJFS staff meet regularly to develop
common goals within the early learning system. Discussion topics include professional
development, funding, regulatory and quality standards and alignment. ODE regulates
section 619 for preschool, as well as, school operated (public and chartered, non-public)
programs, some of which participate in the PFCC program. The Coordinator for
Homeless Education is housed at ODE and partners with ODJFS to assist with content
included in the required child care staff orientation training. ODE also has an ex-officio
seat on the CCAC. ODE staff work with ODJFS to better understand the Child Care and
Development Block Grant (CCDBG) requirements and ensure compliance, including
reviewing statutory language. Additionally, the internal workgroup that drafted responses
to this state plan included representatives from ODE.

The Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilitites (DODD) administers the Part C
program in Ohio. This agency is represented on the Early Childhood Advisory Council
(ECAC), CCAC and the cross-agency leadership workgroup.

The Head Start Collaboration Grant is housed within ODE. ODJFS seeks input from the
Head Start community throughout the year. The Head Start Collaboration Director
(HSCD) continues to work with ODJFS staff to better understand the CCDBG
requirements. Additionally, ODJFS participates in a quarterly meeting with the HSCD,
ODE, the Ohio Head Start Assocation and our federal partners to ensure open lines of
communication. ODJFS patrticipates in the Head Start Innovation Collaboration whose
purpose is to support the mission of Ohio's Head Start Collaboration Office and help
guide the implementation of their strategic plan. The HSCD participated in the external
workgroup review of this state plan.
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Child care providers, including providers participating in the Early Head Start-Child Care
Partnership grants participate on the CCAC and the CCAC Policy Sub-Committee. The
Policy Sub-Committee and guests reviewed drafts and provided feedback on changes to
the OAC that are a result of the CCDBG Act. All meetings are open to the public and
attended by individuals who are not Council members. Feedback on rule review is
accepted from all participating in reviews.

ODJFS works with staff from the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) throughout the year
on workgroups to promote safe, healthy and nutritious environments for young children.
ODH administers the Women Infants and Children program in Ohio, the Maternal and
Child Home Visitation programs grant and has an ex-officio seat on CCAC, as well as
other statewide collaborative initiatives. ODJFS participated in the Pediatric Obesity
Collaborative Improvement and Innovation Network with representatives from the ODH,
ODE, and the Ohio Head Start Association. Results of this effort included changes to the
licensing rules for all provider types.

The child care program routinely consults with the Bureau of Technical Assistance and
Support, which houses the Refugee Services area, as well as the Bureau of Cash and
Food Assistance Policy. All bureaus are housed within the Office of Family Assistance.

The Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Association (OCCRRA) and the child care
resource and referral (CCR&R) agencies provide feedback throughout the year and have
representation on the CCAC as well as the Early Childhood Advisory Council. ODJFS,
OCCRRA and CCR&R agencies meet to discuss outcomes, goals and activities that
support child care including items identified in CCDBG. Additionally, ODJFS meets
monthly with the SUTQ Coordinators from all the CCR&R agencies to coordinate
services to programs.

1.3.2 Describe the statewide or territory-wide public hearing process held to provide the
public with an opportunity to comment on the provision of child care services under this

Plan (658D(b)(1)(C); 98.16(f)).
Reminder:
Lead Agencies are required to hold at least one public hearing in the state or territory, with
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sufficient statewide or territory-wide distribution of notice prior to such a hearing to enable the
public to comment on the provision of child care services under the CCDF Plan. At a minimum,

this description must include:
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Date of the public hearing. 05/17/2018

Reminder: Must be no earlier than January 1, 2018, which is 9 months prior to the
October 1, 2018, effective date of the Plan. If more than one public hearing was held,
please enter one date (e.g. the date of the first hearing, the most recent hearing or any
hearing date that demonstrates this requirement).

b) Date of notice of public hearing (date for the notice of public hearing identified in (a).
04/27/2018

Reminder: Must be at least 20 calendar days prior to the date of the public hearing. If
more than one public hearing was held, enter one date of notice (e.g. the date of the first
notice, the most recent notice or any date of notice that demonstrates this requirement).

¢) How was the public notified about the public hearing? Please include specific website
links if used to provide notice.

The public hearing notice was posted on the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services child care website, sent through a Really Simple Syndication feed and
distributed through stakeholder email list serves. The public hearing notice and draft
state plan are posted here http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/State-Plan-2019-2021.stm

d) Hearing site or method, including how geographic regions of the state or territory were
addressed. The hearing site is centrally located in the state, 4020 East Fifth Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio 43219.

e) How the content of the Plan was made available to the public in advance of the public
hearing. (e.g. the Plan was made available in other languages, in multiple formats, etc.)
A notice of the draft plan was posted on the Child Care website.

f) How was the information provided by the public taken into consideration regarding the
provision of child care services under this Plan? The public could electronically submit
written comments prior to the public hearing in addition to comments submitted during
the hearing. All comments were reviewed and considered for incorporation into the plan
and for future planning.
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1.3.3 Lead Agencies are required to make the submitted and final Plan, any Plan
amendments, and any approved requests for temporary relief (i.e., waivers) publicly
available on a website (98.14(d)). Please note that a Lead Agency must submit Plan
amendments within 60 days of a substantial change in the Lead Agency's program.
(Additional information may be found here: https://www.acf.nhs.gov/occ/resource/pi-

2009-01)
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Provide the website link to where the Plan, any Plan amendments, and/or waivers are
available. Note: A Plan amendment is required if the website address where the Plan is
posted is changed.

http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/BCCD.stm

b) Describe any other strategies that the Lead Agency uses to make the CCDF Plan and
Plan amendments available to the public (98.14(d)). Check all that apply and describe
the strategies below, including any relevant website links as examples.

I¥! Working with advisory committees.

Describe:

The timeline for work on this state plan was shared with the Ohio Department of Job
and Family Services Child Care Advisory Council (CCAC) and the Early Childhood
Advisory Council with an invitation extended to both to participate in a review of the
plan prior to submission. Plan progress, including submission of amendments and

approvals, is shared at every quarterly CCAC meeting.

I Working with child care resource and referral agencies.

Describe:

I¥! Providing translation in other languages.
Describe:
Translation services information is available on the child care website.

"] Sharing through social media (e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, email).

Describe:
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I¥! Providing notification to stakeholders (e.g., provider groups, parent

groups).
Describe:
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services utilizes a Really Simple Syndication
(RSS) feed as a method of communicating with the provider community and
stakeholders. The RSS feed sends an email to those registered to receive the
notifications. An RSS feed was sent informing of the plan posting and the public
hearing. Additionally, notification of the plan posting and public hearing was sent to
stakeholders for distribution to their list serves.

[T Other.
Describe:

1.4 Coordination with Partners to Expand Accessibility and Continuity of Care

Lead Agencies are required to describe how the state or territory will efficiently, and to the
extent practicable, coordinate child care services supported by CCDF with programs operating
at the federal, state/territory, and local levels for children in the programs listed below. This
includes programs for the benefit of Indian children, infants and toddlers, children with
disabilities, children experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care (98.14(a)(1)).

1.4.1 Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates the provision of child care services
with the following programs to expand accessibility and continuity of care and to assist
children enrolled in early childhood programs in receiving full-day services that meet the
needs of working families (658E(c)(2)(0); 98.12(a); 98.14(a)).

This list includes agencies or programs required by law or rule, along with a list of optional
partners that Lead Agencies potentially would coordinate with over the next 3 years to expand
accessibility and continuity of care and to assist children enrolled in early childhood programs in
receiving full-day services.

Include in the descriptions the goals of this coordination, such as:
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-- extending the day or year of services for families;

-- smoothing transitions for children between programs or as they age into school;

-- enhancing and aligning the quality of services for infants and toddlers through school-
age children;

-- linking comprehensive services to children in child care or school age settings; or

-- developing the supply of quality care for vulnerable populations (as defined by the Lead
Agency) in child care and out-of-school time settings

Check the agencies or programs the Lead Agency will coordinate with and describe all that

apply.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

[¥! (REQUIRED) Appropriate representatives of the general purpose local
government, which can include counties, municipalities, or townships/towns.

Describe the coordination goals and process:

The county department of job and family services(CDJFS) agency staff participate on
the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services'(ODJFS) Child Care Advisory
Council (CCAC). The CCAC Policy Sub-Committee reviews draft rules and provides
feedback on changes to the Ohio Administrative Code, some that have been a direct
result of the Child Care and Development Block Grant. Additionally, ODJFS consults
with the Ohio Job and Family Services Director's Association(OJFSDA) which
represents the county department of job and family services agencies. ODJFS staff
meet with OJFSDA during quarterly meetings to discuss policy changes. Feedback
from county agency staff and OJFSDA is used to inform policy, needed technical
assistance and communication. Additionally, Ohio is state supervised and county
administered. The CDJFS agencies determine eligibility for Ohio's publicly funded
child care program, inspect family child care homes for licensing compliance and
complete the verification process for Step Up To Quality 1 and 2 star rated family child
care homes beginning July 1, 2018. Communication, technical assistance and an
ongoing working relationship between ODJFS and the CDJFS agencies is imperative

to the success of these child care programs

¥/ (REQUIRED) State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care (or
similar coordinating body) (pursuant to 642B(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act).

Describe the coordination goals and process:
The Early Childhood Advisory Councils' (ECAC) goal is to coordinate early childhood
services across state agencies with stakeholder input. Kara Wente, Deputy Director of
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the Office of Family Assistance (housed within the Lead agency), is a member of
ECAC and presents policies, procedures on on the implementation of the publicly
funded child care program, Step Up To Quality and child care licensing. ECAC meets
guarterly, and more often if needed, and provides guidance and feedback to the Lead

agency.

[¥| Check here if the Lead Agency has official representation and a
decision-making role in the State Advisory Council or similar coordinating body.

"l (REQUIRED) Indian tribe(s) and/or tribal organization(s), at the option of
individual tribes.

Describe the coordination goals and process, including which tribe(s) was consulted:

[¥| N/A-There are no Indian tribes and/or tribal organizations in the
State.

[¥| (REQUIRED) Statef/territory agency(ies) responsible for programs for children
with special needs, including early intervention programs authorized under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (Part C for infants and toddlers and and
Part B, Section 619 for preschool).

Describe the coordination goals and process:

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Service (ODJFS) actively participates on the
Early Intervention Council, facilitated by the Ohio Department of Developmental
Disabilities (DODD). DODD administers the Part C program in Ohio and has an ex-
officio seat on the ODJFS Child Care Advisory Council (CCAC). The Ohio Department
of Education (ODE) administers section 619 for preschool and has an ex-officio seat
on CCAC.The goal of cross agency participation is to ensure programming aligns and
supports the children and families served.Additionally, representatives from both ODE
and DODD participate on the Early Childhood Advisory Council.

¥/ (REQUIRED) Statefterritory office/director for Head Start state collaboration.
Describe the coordination goals and process:
The Head Start Collaboration Grant is housed within the Ohio Department of
Education. ODE, the Head Start Collaboration Director and the Ohio Department of
Job and Family Services (ODJFS) meet to ensure the alignment of procedures and
policy specific to child care licensing, Step Up To Quality, and to incorporate Head
Start best practices. ODJFS seeks input from the head start community throughout the
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Ohio

year.

¥ (REQUIRED) State agency responsible for public health, including the agency
responsible for immunizations.

Describe the coordination goals and process:

A representative from the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) sits on the Early
Childhood Advisory Council and the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services'
(ODJFS) Child Care Advisory Council. Cross agency coordination ensures
communication and coordination between all early childhood programming statewide.
Staff from ODJFS work with ODH throughout the year on workgroups to promote safe,
healthy and nutritious environments for young children. ODH administers the Women
Infants and Children program in Ohio. ODJFS participated in the Pediatric Obesity
Collaborative Improvement and Innovation Network with representatives from the
ODH, the Ohio Department of Education, and the Ohio Head Start Association.

Results of this effort included changes to the licensing rules for all provider types.

¥/ (REQUIRED) State/territory agency responsible for employment services/workforce
development.

Describe the coordination goals and process:

Workforce Development is housed within the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services. We have worked with Workforce Development to evaluate trend data, wage
data, to explore targeted recruitment and to evaluate how to get the early childhood

jobs on Ohio's in-demand job list.

[¥| (REQUIRED) State/territory agency responsible for public education, including
prekindergarten (preK).

Describe the coordination goals and process:

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) and the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services (ODJFS) staff meet regularly to ensure the continued alignment in
implementation of procedures and policy including professional development, funding,
and regulatory and quality standards. ODE funded programs and ODJFS funded
programs have aligned where possible under current law in the following areas:
application, program eligibility- income definition an dcopayments under 100% FPL,
Step Up To Quality, licensing regulations, attendance policy and attendance tracking.
ODE staff work with ODJFS to better understand the Child Care and Development
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Block Grant requirements and ensure compliance. ODE has an ex-officio seat on the
ODJFS Child Care Advisory Council and is represented on the Early Childhood
Advisory Council.

¥/ (REQUIRED) Statef/territory agency responsible for child care licensing.
Describe the coordination goals and process:
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services(ODJFS) is responsible for the child
care licensing of child care centers and family child care homes. The Ohio Department
of Education(ODE) regulates school operated (public and chartered, non-public)
programs, some of which participate in the publicly funded child care program. ODE
and ODJFS staff meet regularly to ensure the continued alignment in implementation
of procedures and policy including professional development, funding, and regulatory
and quality standards. ODE funded programs and ODJFS funded programs have
aligned in the following areas: application, program eligibility, funding, Step Up To
Quality, licensing regulations, attendance policy and attendance tracking. ODE staff
work with ODJFS to better understand the Child Care and Development Block Grant
requirements and ensure compliance. ODE has an ex-officio seat on the ODJFS Child
Care Advisory Council and is represented on the Early Childhood Advisory Council

¥ (REQUIRED) State/territory agency responsible for the Child and Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP) and other relevant nutrition programs.

Describe the coordination goals and process:

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) is the lead agency for the Child and Adult
Care Food Program (CACFP). The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
(ODJFS) works with ODE to ensure licensing meal requirements align with CACFP
and to inform programs about the benefits of CACFP. Additionally, ODJFS participates
on the Pediatric Obesity Collaborative Improvement and Innovation Network,
facilitated by the Ohio Department of Health, which focused, in part, on nutrition in

child care programs.

¥/ (REQUIRED) McKinney-Vento state coordinators for homeless education and other
agencies providing services for children experiencing homelessness and, to the
extent practicable, local McKinney-Vento liaisons.

Describe the coordination goals and process:
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services collaborates with the Coordinator for
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Homeless Education at the Ohio Department of Education. Required staff orientation
training for all child care program staff included information on identifying and serving
homeless families. Feedback from our partner was extremely valuable in guiding the
content of this training. A goal of continued collaboration is to enhance current efforts

to assist homeless families and children.

¥/ (REQUIRED) State/territory agency responsible for the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families program.

Describe the coordination goals and process:

The Bureau of Child Care Policy and TA consults with the Bureau of Cash and Food
Assistance Policy routinely. Both bureaus are housed within the Office of Family
Assistance. The bureaus are working on a joint application for public assistance

programs as well as a unified eligibility system.

¥/ (REQUIRED) Agency responsible for Medicaid and the state Children's Health
Insurance Program.

Describe the coordination goals and process:

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services is working with the Ohio Department
of Medicaid to implement an automated one stop location for Ohio Benefits, including
child care eligibility. This collaboration will streamline the process for Ohio's eligible

population.

¥ (REQUIRED) State/territory agency responsible for mental health
Describe the coordination goals and process:
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (ODMHAS) provides
feedback throughout the year and is represented on the Early Childhood Advisory
Council, has an ex-officio seat on the Child Care Advisory Council, as well as other
statewide collaborative initiatives. Continued collaborative work with ODMHAS has
introduced mental health specialist that work within child care programs to support
children, families and providers with children with mental health issues. This direct
involvement at the child care program level aids in the reduction of
suspension/explusion and improves family engagement.

¥ (REQUIRED) Child care resource and referral agencies, child care consumer
education organizations, and providers of early childhood education training and
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professional development.

Describe the coordination goals and process:

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services contracts with 7 child care resource
and referral (CCR&R) agencies that serve 12 delivery areas in Ohio to provide
professional development to child care programs and consumer education to families.
Additionally, the CCR&R agencies work with programs in becoming Step Up To
Quality rated. ODJFS contracts with the Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral
Association to manage the Ohio Professional Registry, a centralized information
system for early childhood and school age professionals that includes available

professional development and documents individual career growth.

¥/ (REQUIRED) Statewide afterschool network or other coordinating entity for
out-of-school time care (if applicable).

Describe the coordination goals and process:
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services works closely with the Ohio Alliance
of YMCAs to review current licensing and Step Up To Quality standards as they

related to school child programs.

¥/ (REQUIRED) Agency responsible for emergency management and response.
Describe the coordination goals and process:
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services works with Office of the Chief
Inspector to establish an emergency management and response plan to ensure that
those receiving child care subsidy can continue and to ensure child care programs can
continue to operate, allocating additional funding if needed.

The following are examples of optional partners a state might coordinate with to provide
services. Check all that apply.

[¥ State/territory/local agencies with Early Head Start - Child Care Partnership
grants.

Describe

Child care providers, including providers participating in the Early Head Start-Child
Care Partnership grants, participate on the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services' Child Care Advisory Council (CCAC) and the CCAC Policy Sub-Committee
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[¥ State/territory institutions for higher education, including community
colleges

Describe

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services staff participate in an articulation
workgroup that coordinates a Higher Education Summit to assist in workforce
development in early childhood, specifically with articulation agreements for child care

courses/professional development experiences. Work continues with this effort.

[T Other federal, state, local, and/or private agencies providing early childhood
and school-age/youth-serving developmental services.

Describe

[V State/territory agency responsible for implementing the Maternal and Child Home
Visitation programs grant.

Describe
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services and the Ohio

Department of Health provide feedback throughout the year and are represented on
the Early Childhood Advisory Council, have an ex-officio seat on the Child Care

Advisory Council, as well as other statewide collaborative initiatives.

" Agency responsible for Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and
Treatment.

Describe

[¥ State/territory agency responsible for child welfare.
Describe
The child care program consults with the Ohio Children's Trust Fund, as well as the
Bureau of Protective Services within the Office of Families and Children to promote
the prevention of child abuse and neglect. Both entities are housed within the Ohio

Department of Job and Family Services.

[ State/territory liaison for military child care programs.

Describe
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[V Provider groups or associations.
Describe
The Ohio Afterschool Network, the Ohio Association of Child Care Providers,
Groundwork and American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees,

Ohio Council 8 provide feedback.

[¥! Parent groups or organizations.
Describe
The Child Care Advisory Council is required to have parent representation. The Child
Care Advisory Council provides recommendations and gives feedback on Ohio's child
care program.

¥ Other.
Describe
The Child Care Advisory Council provides feedback and advises the department
throughout the year regarding the implementation of publicly funded child care, Step
Up To Quality and child care licensing.

1.5 Optional Use of Combined Funds, CCDF Matching and Maintenance-of-Effort
Funds

Optional Use of Combined Funds:

States and territories have the option to combine CCDF funds with any program identified as
required in 1.4.1. These programs include those operating at the federal, state, and local levels
for children in preschool programs, tribal early childhood programs, and other early childhood
programs, including those serving infants and toddlers with disabilities, children experiencing
homelessness, and children in foster care (658E(c)(2)(0)(ii)). Combining funds could include
blending multiple funding streams, pooling funds, or layering funds together from multiple
funding streams to expand and/or enhance services for infants, toddlers, preschoolers and
school-age children and families to allow for the delivery of comprehensive quality care that
meets the needs of children and families. For example, state/territory agencies may use
multiple funding sources to offer grants or contracts to programs to deliver services; a
state/territory may allow a county/local government to use coordinated funding streams; or
policies may be in place that allow local programs to layer CCDF funds with additional funding
sources to pay for full-day, full-year child care that meets Early Head Start/Head Start Program
Performance Standards or state/territory prekindergarten requirements in addition to
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state/territory child care licensing requirements.

As a reminder, CCDF funds may be used in collaborative efforts with Head Start programs to
provide comprehensive child care and development services for children who are eligible for
both programs. In fact, the coordination and collaboration between Head Start and CCDF is
strongly encouraged by sections 640(g)(1)(D) and (E); 640(h); 641(d)(2)(H)(v); and 642(e)(3) of
the Head Start Act in the provision of full working day, full calendar year comprehensive
services. To implement such collaborative programs, which share, for example, space,
equipment, or materials, grantees may layer several funding streams so that seamless services
are provided (Policy and Program Guidance for the Early Head Start ' Child Care Partnerships:

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/acf_im_ohs 15 03.pdf
).

1.5.1 Does the Lead Agency choose to combine funding for CCDF services for any

required early childhood program (98.14(a)(3))?
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

¥ No (If no, skip to question 1.5.2)
[Tl Yes. If yes, describe at a minimum:

a) How you define "combine"

b) Which funds you will combine

¢) Your purpose and expected outcomes for combining funds, such as extending the
day or year of services available (i.e., full-day, full-year programming for working
families), smoothing transitions for children, enhancing and aligning quality of
services, linking comprehensive services to children in child care or developing the

supply of child care for vulnerable populations

d) How you will be combining multiple sets of funding, such as at the State/Territory

level, local level, program level?

e) How are the funds tracked and method of oversight
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1.5.2 Which of the following funds does the Lead Agency intend to use to meet the CCDF
matching and MOE requirements described in 98.55(e) and 98.55(h)?

Note:
The Lead Agency must check at least public and/or private funds as matching, even if preK
funds also will be used.

Use of PreK for Maintenance of Effort: The CCDF final rule clarifies that public preK funds may
also serve as maintenance-of-effort funds as long as the state/territory can describe how it will
coordinate preK and child care services to expand the availability of child care while using
public preK funds as no more than 20 percent of the state's or territory's maintenance of effort
or 30 percent of its matching funds in a single fiscal year (FY) (98.55(h)). If expenditures for
preK services are used to meet the maintenance-of-effort requirement, the state/territory must
certify that it has not reduced its level of effort in full-day/full-year child care services
(98.55(h)(1); 98.15(a)(6)).

Use of Private Funds for Match or Maintenance of Effort: Donated funds do not need to be
under the administrative control of the Lead Agency to qualify as an expenditure for federal
match. However, Lead Agencies do need to identify and designate in the state/territory Plan the
donated funds given to public or private entities to implement the CCDF child care program

(98.55(f)).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

"I N/A - The territory is not required to meet CCDF matching and MOE
requirements

[¥! Public funds are used to meet the CCDF matching fund requirement. Public funds
may include any general revenue funds, county or other local public funds,
state/territory-specific funds (tobacco tax, lottery), or any other public funds.

-- If checked, identify the source of funds:
General Revenue Funds

-- If known, identify the estimated amount of public funds that the Lead Agency will
receive: $ 38 million matching funds and $45 million MOE
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[ Private donated funds are used to meet the CCDF matching funds requirement.
Only private funds received by the designated entities or by the Lead Agency may be

counted for match purposes (98.53(f)).
-- If checked, are those funds:

[l donated directly to the State?
"] donated to a separate entity(ies) designated to receive private donated
funds?
-- If checked, identify the name, address, contact, and type of entities designated to

receive private donated funds:

-- If known, identify the estimated amount of private donated funds that the Lead
Agency will receive: $

[Tl State expenditures for preK programs are used to meet the CCDF matching funds
requirement.

If checked, provide the estimated percentage of the matching fund requirement that
will be met with preK expenditures (not to exceed 30 percent):

-- If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the matching fund requirement,

describe how the State will coordinate its preK and child care services:

-- If known, identify the estimated amount of preK funds that the Lead Agency will
receive for the matching funds requirement: $
-- Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure that preK programs meet the needs of

working parents:

[ State expenditures for preK programs are used to meet the CCDF

maintenance-of-effort requirements. If checked,
-- The Lead Agency assures that its level of effort in full-day/full-year child care

services has not been reduced, pursuant to 98.55(h)(1) and 98.15(6).

T No
[T Yes

-- Describe the Lead Agency efforts to ensure that preK programs meet the needs of

working parents:
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-- Estimated percentage of the MOE Fund requirement that will be met with preK
expenditures (not to exceed 20 percent):

-- If the percentage is more than 10 percent of the MOE requirement, describe how
the State will coordinate its preK and child care services to expand the availability of

child care:

-- If known, identify the estimated amount of preK funds that the Lead Agency will
receive for the MOE Fund requirement: $

1.6 Public-Private Partnerships

Lead Agencies are required to describe how they encourage public-private partnerships among
other public agencies, tribal organizations, private entities, faith-based organizations,
businesses or organizations that promote business involvement, and/or community-based
organizations to leverage existing service delivery (i.e., cooperative agreement among
providers to pool resources to pay for shared fixed costs and operation) (658E(c)(2)(P)). ACF
expects these types of partnerships to leverage public and private resources to further the goals
of the CCDBG Act. Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how they encourage public-
private partnerships to leverage existing child care and early education service-delivery systems
and to increase the supply and quality of child care services for children younger than age 13,
for example, by implementing voluntary shared service alliance models (98.14(a)(4)).

1.6.1 Identify and describe the entities with which and the levels at which the
state/territory is partnering (level-state/territory, county/local, and/or programs), the
goals of the partnerships, the ways that partnerships are expected to leverage existing
service-delivery systems, the method of partnering, and examples of activities that have
resulted from these partnerships (98.16(d)(2)).

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) currently has an appointed
member on the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC). The Council consists of members
from the Governor's office, state agencies, provider organizations, providers, higher
education, foundations and other groups. The Governor's office leads the Early Childhood
Advisory Council (ECAC). The ECAC focuses on children from birth to kindergarten entry
and is charged with advising the Governor on ways to improve results for children in Ohio
through the creation and coordination of policy and financing strategies. Many of Ohio’s local

Ohio Page 28 of 304



programs consider themselves the last dollar in when providing services. They leverage the
state funds prior to their local dollars. Additionally, the quality of the programs is often based
on Ohio’s tiered quality rating system, Step Up To Quality (SUTQ). When determining
available vendors, most require a 3-, 4- or 5-star rating to receive local funding.

Additionally, the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) and ODJFS staff meet regularly to
ensure the continued alignment in implementation of procedures and policy specific to
professional development, funding, regulatory and quality standards. ODE funded programs
and ODJFS funded programs have aligned in the following areas: application, program
eligibility, funding, Step Up To Quality, licensing regulations, attendance policy and
attendance tracking. Additionally, beginning July 1, 2020 publicly funded child care may be
provided only by a provider that is rated through SUTQ. ODE and ODJFS are charged with
identifying strategies for appropriately rating small (type B) family child care homes to
increase the accessibility of high quality child care for families utilizing this child care setting.

UPDATE May 2020 - Per Amended Substitute House Bill 197, passed on March 27, 2020,
the deadline for programs providing publicly funded child care (PFCC) to be Step Up To
Quality (SUTQ) rated has been extended from July 1, 2020 to September 1, 2020. Ohio
Administrative Code was updated to reflect these changes as well.

Effective Date: 03/27/2020

1.7 Coordination With Local or Regional Child Care Resource and Referral
Systems

Lead Agencies may use CCDF funds to establish or support a system of local or regional child
care resource and referral (CCR&R) organizations that is coordinated, to the extent determined
by the state/territory, by a statewide public or private non-profit, community-based or regionally
based, lead child care resource and referral organization (such as a statewide CCR&R network)
(658E(c)(3)(B)(iii); 98.52).

- If Lead Agencies use CCDF funds for local CCR&R organizations, the local or regional
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CCR&R organizations supported by those funds must, at the direction of the Lead Agency,
provide parents in the State with consumer education information concerning the full range of
child care options (including faith-based and community-based child care providers), analyzed
by provider, including child care provided during non-traditional hours and through emergency
child care centers, in their area.

- To the extent practicable, work directly with families who receive assistance to offer the
families support and assistance to make an informed decision about which child care providers
they will use to ensure that the families are enrolling their children in the most appropriate child
care setting that suits their needs and one that is of high quality (as determined by the Lead
Agency).

- Collect data and provide information on the coordination of services and supports, including
services under Section 619 and Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act;

- Collect data and provide information on the supply of and demand for child care services in
areas of the state and submit the information to the State;

- Work to establish partnerships with public agencies and private entities, including faith- based
and community-based child care providers, to increase the supply and quality of child care
services in the state and, as appropriate, coordinate their activities with the activities of the state
Lead Agency and local agencies that administer funds made available through CCDF
(98.52(b)).

Nothing in the statute or rule prohibits States from using CCR&R agencies to conduct or provide
additional services beyond those required by statute or rule.

Note: Use 1.7.1 to address if a state/territory funds a CCR&R organization, what services are
provided and how it is structured and use section 7.6.1 to address the indicators of progress
met by CCR&R organizations if they are funded by quality set-aside funds.

1.7.1 Does the Lead Agency fund a system of local or regional CCR&R organizations?
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

" No. The state/territory does not fund a CCR&R organization(s) and has no plans
to establish one.

[¥ Yes. The state/territory funds a CCR&R system. If yes, describe the following:
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a) What services are provided through the CCR&R organization?

Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agencies provide training, technical
assistance, and outreach services to the child care providers and families in their
respective regions. The CCR&R agencies develop and implement programs to
increase knowledge of professionals, to support the implementation and delivery of
early care and education services and to assist child care programs in becoming rated
within Step Up To Quality. Additionally, the CCR&R agencies increase the knowledge
and awareness for families, community partners, and community stakeholders
regarding the importance and availability of early care and education services to
increase the demand for high quality services.

Specifically for Part C of IDEA, the CCR&R's obtain referral services from child care
providers as well as community outreach presentations conducted by the CCR&R
specialists. The CCR&R specialists, upon obtaining information from the families, will
then refer the client to the services available within their community based on the
child's identified/unidentified special need (medical, developmental, physical, social-
emotional and behavior challenges). Such services would involve the efforts of Help
Me Grow, Ohio's Whole Child Matters Program, and local education and referral
services center. Based on the needs of the families within the area served by the
SDA, each CCR&R specialist is trained to help the families secure child care and help
to improve inclusion practices within the early childhood community. Through provider
support, families of young children with disabilities have increased access to high-
guality inclusive child care. Families are also linked to support groups within their
community, in person and through social media, as well as conferences and trainings
that may help to provide additional resources to the whole family.

The CCR&R agencies are required, by contract, to complete a needs assessment in
their delivery areas and report that information to the state. The needs and community
assessments were determined through interviews, focus groups, annual and quarterly
surveys and available data collected through the Professional Development Registry
and Technical Assistance Database. The information from these sources, along with
the available data, is used to identify community-level needs including the supply and

demand in the service area.
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b) How are CCR&R services organized, include how many agencies, if there is a
statewide network and if the system is coordinated?

Ohio partners with 9 Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agencies to serve
the 12 regions of Ohio. The Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral Assocation
(OCCRRA) coordinates and ensures consistency among the seven CCR&R agencies.
The OCCRRA Board of Directors includes one agency member per each existing
CCR&R member agency.

1.8 Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan

Lead Agencies are required to establish a Statewide Child Care Disaster Plan (658E(c)(2)(U)).
They must demonstrate how they will address the needs of children'including the need for safe
child care, before, during, and after a state of emergency declared by the Governor or a major
disaster or emergency (as defined by Section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5122)'through a Statewide Disaster Plan that, for a State,
is developed in collaboration with the State human services agency, the State emergency
management agency, the State licensing agency, the State health department or public health
department, local and State child care resource and referral agencies, and the State Advisory
Council on Early Childhood Education and Care (designated or established pursuant to section
642B(b)(1)(A)(i) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9837b(b)(1)(A)(i))) or similar coordinating body
(98.16(aa)).

1.8.1 Describe how the Statewide Child Care Disaster Plan was developed in
collaboration with the State human services agency, the State emergency management
agency, the State licensing agency, the State health department or public health
department, local and State child care resource and referral agencies, and the State
Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care or similar coordinating body:

Ohio consulted with the Ohio Emergency Management Agency and the Ohio Department of
Education (ODE) in developing the disaster plan to assure that our plan also met their needs.
Additionally, representatives from agencies who participate on the Early Childhood Advisory
Council, from the Ohio Department of Health, ODE and local resource and referral agencies,
participate in reviewing the rules including those implementing the disaster plan.
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Effective Date: 10/01/2018

1.8.2 Describe how the Statewide Disaster Plan includes the Lead Agency's guidelines
for the continuation of child care subsidies and child care services, which may include
the provision of emergency and temporary child care services during a disaster and
temporary operating standards for child care after a disaster:

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) has a departmental continuation

of operations plan that includes child care. Sections of this plan include:
- continuation of the customer service phone line used by providers (includes general
questions and complaint reports)
- monitoring of the policy email box used by the public
- continuation of technical assistance and training for the county agencies (who determine
eligibility and monitor family child care homes)
- determination of the need for short term policy changes to keep child care programs
open to serve children
- monitoring of licensed programs
- processing of enforcement action against a program
- continuation of license issuance including review and approval of background checks
- continuation of automated systems in place that support all policy, staff completing the
work and providers and caretakers using the systems.
Additionally, current licensing rules include a high-level requirement for disaster plans that
include weather emergencies and natural disasters, lockdown and evacuation, outbreaks or
epidemics, loss of power, heat or water and other threatening situations. The Ohio
Department of Education currently requires all licensed programs to develop and adopt a
comprehensive emergency management plan. The ODE plan requirements were developed

in partnership with Ohio Homeland Security.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

1.8.3 Describe Lead Agency procedures for the coordination of post-disaster recovery of
child care services:

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) has a department-wide plan for
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the continuation of all the programs administered by the department, including the publicly
funded child care program. The plan includes contingency plans for staffing and system
maintenance to ensure that benefits are processed and payments are made. In addition,
child care has more detailed plans for the continuation of the licensing of programs. New
rules were implemented in December 2016 which will allow programs to temporarily move
into new space in the event of an emergency or disaster.

Ohio Child Care Emergency Preparedness Response and Recovery Plan

A. In the event that a state of emergency has been declared by the Governor, or higher, the
following procedures will be followed:

ODJFS Office of Family Assistance will:

1) Refer to the ODJFS Disaster Plan.

2) Coordinate services in conjunction with other state agencies.

3) Issue a procedure letter or technical assistance letter implementing the necessary
emergency procedures.

a. Allow child care programs to relocate for a defined period of time without having to meet
the relocation requirements.

b. Allow child care staff records to be transient.

c. Allow programs to operate without working utilities if appropriate temperatures can safely
be maintained and safe water can be provided.

d. Allow other rule waivers/changes determined necessary based on specific type of
emergency.

4) Draft emergency procedures for the continuation of publicly funded child care.

5) Update the ODJFS website with pertinent information.

6) Utilize the "robo-call" feature as appropriate.

7) Maintain a hard copy disaster binder to be located in the Deputy Director's office.

a. Sample executive orders and procedure letters are to be maintained.

b. List of licensed child care programs to be updated and added to the binder on a monthly
basis.

B. For localized emergencies or disasters such as flooding or long term power outages, area
specific emergency procedures will be issued.

C. When a disaster occurs and families become dislocated and move to Ohio, emergency
procedures will be issued to support these families in need of publicly funded child care.

D. Child care programs are required to maintain written emergency plans for their programs
and communicate the plan with staff and families. The specific requirements for emergency
plans can be found in rules 5101:2-12-16, 5101:2-13-16, 5101:2-14-04 and 5101:2-18-10 of
Ohio Administrative Code.
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Effective Date: 10/01/2018

1.8.4 Describe how the Lead Agency ensures that providers who receive CCDF funds
have the following procedures in place-evacuation; relocation; shelter-in-place;
lockdown; communications with and reunification of families; continuity of operations;
and accommodations for infants and toddlers, children with disabilities, and children
with chronic medical conditions:
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services rules require that each licensed or certified
provider and all other providers approved to receive CCDF funds have a disaster plan. Rules
require the plan include evacuation; relocation; shelter-in-place; lockdown; communications
with and reunification of families; continuity of operations; and accommodations for infants
and toddlers, children with disabilities, and children with chronic medical conditions. Practice
fire drills are required monthly, weather drills monthly from March — September and
lockdown/emergency drills quarterly.

Ohio Revised Code 3313.536 requires the Administrator of each facility in the state of Ohio
that provides educational services to children and is subject to regulation by the Ohio
Department of Education to submit an emergency management plan. Other regulations are
also in place including the requirement to conduct an annual review and exercise of the
plan. The statute can be found here: http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3313.536 (link is external).

Ohio schools submit school safety plans via a secure online SAFE portal (link is external) to
help first responders in case of an emergency. State experts with Ohio Homeland Security
review the safety plan information submitted and provide guidance to help schools
implement best practices and improve their plans. The plans include procedures for
evacuation, relocation, shelter-in-place, lockdown, communication with and reunification of
families, continuity of operations, and accommodations for children with disabilities, and
children with chronic medical conditions
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Effective Date: 10/01/2018

1.8.5 Describe how the Lead Agency ensures that providers who receive CCDF funds
have the following procedures in place for child care staff and volunteers-emergency
preparedness training and practice drills as required in 98.41(a)(1)(vii):
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services rules require that each licensed or certified
provider and all other providers approved to receive CCDF funds have training and practice
drills.

Ohio RevisedCode 3313.536 requires the Administrator of each facility in the state of Ohio
that provides educational services to children and is subject to regulation by the Ohio
Department of Education to submit an emergency management plan. Additionally, the
statute requires schools to review their plans each year and conduct emergency training
drills so students and teachers can practice what to do in the case of a real emergency.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

1.8.6 Provide the link to the website where the statewide child care disaster plan is
available:
The statewide child care disaster plan is not published externally. A printed copy is
maintained within the Office of Family Assistance.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018
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2 Promote Family Engagement through Outreach and Consumer
Education

Lead Agencies are required to support the role of parents as child care consumers who need
information to make informed choices regarding the services that best suit their needs. A key
purpose of the CCDBG Act is to 'promote involvement by parents and family members in the
development of their children in child care settings' (658A(b)). Lead Agencies have the
opportunity to consider how information can be provided to parents through the child care
assistance system, partner agencies, and child care consumer education websites.

The target audience for the consumer education information includes three groups: parents
receiving CCDF assistance, the general public, and when appropriate, child care providers. In
this section, Lead Agencies will address how information is made available to families to assist
them in accessing high-quality child care and how information is shared on other financial
assistance programs or supports for which a family might be eligible. In addition, Lead Agencies
will certify that information on developmental screenings is provided and will describe how
research and best practices concerning children's development, including their social-emotional
development, is shared.

In this section, Lead Agencies will delineate the consumer and provider education information
related to child care, as well as other services, including developmental screenings, that is
made available to parents, providers, and the general public and the ways that it is made
available. This section also covers the parental complaint process and the consumer education
website that has been developed by the Lead Agency and the manner in which it links to the
national website and hotline. Finally, this section addresses the consumer statement that is
provided to parents supported with CCDF funds.

2.1 Outreach to Families With Limited English Proficiency and Persons With
Disabilities

The Lead Agency is required to describe how it provides outreach and services to eligible
families with limited English proficiency and persons with disabilities and to facilitate the
participation of child care providers with limited English proficiency and disabilities in the CCDF
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program (98.16(dd)). Lead Agencies are required to develop policies and procedures to clearly
communicate program information, such as requirements, consumer education information, and
eligibility information, to families and child care providers of all backgrounds (81 FR 67456).

2.1.1 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and
services to eligible families for whom English is not their first language. Check all that

apply.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

[¥ Application in other languages (application document, brochures, provider
notices)

"] Informational materials in non-English languages
"] Website in non-English languages
¥ Lead Agency accepts applications at local community-based locations
[¥! Bilingual caseworkers or translators available
[ Bilingual outreach workers
[¥| Partnerships with community-based organizations
"] Other.
Describe:

2.1.2 Check the strategies the Lead Agency or partners utilize to provide outreach and

services to eligible families with a person(s) with a disability. Check all that apply.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

"I Applications and public informational materials available in Braille and other
communication formats for access by individuals with disabilities

[T Websites that are accessible (e.g. Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act)

[T caseworkers with specialized training/experience in working with individuals
with disabilities

"] Ensuring accessibility of environments and activities for all children

[l Partnerships with state and local programs and associations focused on
disability-related topics and issues

"] Partnerships with parent associations, support groups, and parent-to-parent
support groups, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
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federally funded Parent Training and Information Centers

[¥! Partnerships with state and local IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C providers
and agencies

[¥! Availability and/or access to specialized services (e.g. mental health,
behavioral specialists, therapists) to address the needs of all children

[¥ Other.
Describe:
Ohio has created a comprehensive document targeted to families that includes
contact information for child care assistance, Medicaid, health screenings, early
intervention services, developmental delays and disabilities, Help Me Grow, mental
health and nutrition resources. This document is a tool to be used by child care
providers, when the need for support services are suspected, to give to families to
assist them in connecting with the assistance they may need for their child.

To assist providers in serving children and ensuring access to child care programs,
when a child is identified with special needs, additional payment can be made to the
provider. The additional payment applies when the child does not function according
to age appropriate expectations in one or more of the following areas of development:
social/lemotional, cognitive, communication, perceptual-motor, physical, or behavioral
development, or the child has chronic health issues, and the child's delays/conditions
affect development to the extent that the child requires special adaptations, modified
facilities, program adjustments or related services on a regular basis in order to
function in an adaptive manner. Children with special needs get a 5% enhancement
on top of the base rate. If a program needs to make adjustments to its service delivery
model to serve a child with special needs (ie. add an extra staff member in the room,
decrease group size in the room, etc.), the program can submit documentation to
request a 100% enhancement to its base rate for services provided to that child.

2.2 Parental Complaint Process

The Lead Agency must certify that the state/territory maintains a record of substantiated
parental complaints and makes information regarding such complaints available to the public on
request (658E(c)(2)(C); 98.15(b)(3)). Lead Agencies must also provide a detailed description of
the hotline or similar reporting process for parents to submit complaints about child care
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providers; the process for substantiating complaints; the manner in which the Lead Agency
maintains a record of substantiated parental complaints; and ways that the Lead Agency makes
information on such parental complaints available to the public on request (98.16; 98.32).

2.2.1 Describe the Lead Agency's hotline or similar reporting process through which
parents can submit complaints about child care providers, including a link if it is a Web-
based process:

Parents or other individuals may submit a complaint regarding rule violations to the Ohio
Department of Job and Family Services(ODJFS) help desk by calling 1-877-302-2347,
Option 4, or via email at childcarepolicy@jfs.ohio.gov. The telephone number and email

address are included on the ODJFS website at

http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/docs/ChildCareinOhioResourceGuide.pdf. Inspection reports made

available on the ODJFS website include static text with instructions on filing a complaint,
including the phone number for the help desk. Finally, the license face, required to be
posted at the program location, includes similar instructions and the phone number. The
Ohio Department of Education(ODE) program license includes the number to call 877-644-
6338 to submit a complaint. In addition, it is an ODE rule requirement for programs to include
procedures for how to submit a complaint or obtain a copy of an inspectin report in their
parent handbook. Any individual can e-mail serious risk observations by accessing the form
on the ODE program licensing website

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.2.2 Describe the Lead Agency's process and timeline for screening, substantiating and

responding to complaints regarding CCDF providers, including whether the process

includes monitoring:
Upon receipt of a complaint allegation for CCDF providers, the help desk screens the
information to determine if the complaint is a rule related allegation. If the complaint is not a
rule allegation, the help desk informs the caller that the allegations will not be investigated by
ODJFS and if appropriate, refers the caller to the appropriate agency to investigate the
complaint. If the complaint is considered a rule violation, the help desk obtains detailed
information from the caller to include the child care program, details of the alleged violation,
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and complainant information. A complainant may remain anonymous. Once the information
is received, the complaint is forwarded to the appropriate licensing specialist who begins an
investigation. The licensing specialist conducts an unannounced onsite investigation
inspection. During the investigation, the licensing specialist may interview appropriate
parties, conduct observations, review records, and collaborate with any other outside
agencies who regulate the program. At the conclusion of the investigation, the licensing
specialist makes one of three final dispositions. The disposition may be unsubstantiated, in
which there was clear evidence the violation did not occur; substantiated, in which there was
clear evidence the violation did occur, or unable to determine, which means there was no
clear evidence to determine that the violations occurred or did not occur. The child care

program receives a copy of the final inspection investigation report.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.2.3 Describe the Lead Agency's process and timeline for screening, substantiating and

responding to complaints for non-CCDF providers, including whether the process

includes monitoring:
Upon receipt of a complaint allegation for non-CCDF providers, the help desk screens the
information to determine if the complaint is a rule related allegation. If the complaint is not a
rule allegation, the help desk informs the caller that the allegations will not be investigated by
ODJFS and if appropriate, refers the caller to the appropriate agency to investigate the
complaint. If the complaint is considered a rule violation, the help desk obtains detailed
information from the caller to include the child care program, details of the alleged violation,
and complainant information. A complainant may remain anonymous. Once the information
is received, the complaint is forwarded to the appropriate licensing specialist who begins an
investigation. The licensing specialist conducts an unannounced onsite investigation
inspection. During the investigation, the licensing specialist may interview appropriate
parties, conduct observations, review records, and collaborate with any other outside
agencies who regulate the program. At the conclusion of the investigation, the licensing
specialist makes one of three final dispositions. The disposition may be unsubstantiated, in
which there was clear evidence the violation did not occur; substantiated, in which there was

clear evidence the violation did occur, or unable to determine, which means there was no
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clear evidence to determine that the violations occurred or did not occur. The child care
program receives a copy of the final inspection investigation report.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.2.4 Certify by describing how the Lead Agency maintains a record of substantiated
parental complaints:
Complaints that include rule violations are maintained for a period of five years from the date
of the complaint inspection report in the Ohio Child Licensing and Quality System.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.2.5 Certify by describing how the Lead Agency makes information about substantiated
parental complaints available to the public; this information can include the consumer
education website discussed in section 2.3:
Any individual may receive a copy of any complaint by following the public records request
procedure for the agency. The program inspection reports for any substantiated complaints
are posted on the public Search for Early Care and Education website
http://childcaresearch.ohio.gov/.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.2.6 Provide the citation to the Lead Agency's policy and process related to parental
complaints:

5101:2-12-03 & 5101:2-12-07 Appendix C; 5101:2-13-03 & 5101:2-13-07 Appendix D;
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5101:2-14-07; 5101:2-18-04 & 5101:2-18-05 Appendix B. Rules can be found here
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.3 Consumer Education Website

States and Territories are required to provide information to parents, the general public, and
when applicable, child care providers through a State website, which is consumer-friendly and
easily accessible (658E(c)(2)(E)(i)(111)). The website must include information to assist families
in understanding the policies and procedures for licensing child care providers. The website
information must also include provider-specific information, monitoring and inspection reports
for the provider, the quality of each provider (if such information is available for the provider),
and the availability of the provider (658E(c)(2)(D); 98.33(a)). The website should also provide
access to a yearly statewide report on deaths, serious injuries, and the number of cases of
substantiated child abuse that have occurred in child care settings. To assist families with any
additional questions, the website should provide contact information for local child care
resource and referral organizations and any other agencies that can assist families in better
understanding the information on the website.

To certify, respond to questions 2.3.1 through 2.3.10 by describing how the Lead Agency meets
these requirements and provide the link in 2.3.11. If the Lead Agency has not fully implemented
the Consumer Education website elements identified in Section 2.3, then respond to question
2.3.12. Please note that any changes made to the web links provided below in this section after
the CCDF Plan is approved will require a CCDF Plan amendment.

2.3.1 Describe how the Lead Agency ensures that its website is consumer-friendly and
easily accessible:

The website provides for multiple ways to search for providers, defines terms such as
exempt care and corrective action plans, presents the results of monitoring inspections in
plain language, provides frequently asked questions, differentiates between violations based
on risk to children, and is easy to locate and navigate. The Ohio Department of Job and
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Family Services (ODJFS) reviewed the website and made changes to the front page to
require fewer clicks. For example, the three main sections of “Families, Providers and
Resources” previously were pictures and did not permit access to a sub-page directly from
the front page. The sections now have live links that link directly to the sub-pages. Website
pages were also cleaned up by removing old/inactive links and updating verbiage on pages

to reflect current requirements and rules.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.3.2 Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for
families that speak languages other than English (98.33(a)):
A language translation line phone number was added to the front page of the website

http://jfs.ohio.gov/CDCl/index.stm. Some caretaker and provider information for the

automated time attendance and payment system are available in spanish.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.3.3 Describe how the website ensures the widest possible access to services for

persons with disabilities:
Trainings posted on the website are web-based trainings which allow individuals to hear the
presentation or read the transcript of the training in the “notes” section of all trainings. If an

individual needs help accessing or viewing a document, he/she can contact our help desk

Effective Date: 10/01/2018
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2.3.4 Lead Agency processes related to child care.

A required component of the consumer education website is a description of Lead Agency
policies and procedures relating to child care (98.33(a) (1)). This information includes a
description of how the state/territory licenses child care, a rationale for exempting providers
from licensing requirements, the procedure for conducting monitoring and inspections of

providers, and the policies and procedures related to criminal background checks.
Effective Date: 08/25/2020

a) Provide the link to how the Lead Agency licenses child care providers, including the
rationale for exempting certain providers from licensing requirements, as described in
section 5.3.6:

Information on how to become a licensed provider is located here
http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/openingachildcareprogram.stm The licensure requirements and

exemptions of the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services are outlined in Ohio
Revised Code (ORC) sections 5104.02 and 5104.021. These requirements can be found
here: http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5104.02 and http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5104.021.

UPDATE May 2020 - Information on how to become a temporary pandemic child care
program is located here: http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/CoronavirusAndChildcare/. This provider

type will cease operation when the Executive Order is rescinded

UPDATE September 2020 - Information on how to become a temporary pandemic
school-age child care center is located here:
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/CoronavirusAndChildcare/. This provider type will cease operation

when the Governor rescinds the state of emergency or June 30, 2021, whichever occurs
first.

b) Provide the link to the procedure for conducting monitoring and inspections of child
care providers, as described in section 5.3.2:

The rules and procedures governing monitoring and conducting inspections of child care
providers can be found here:

Child Care Centers: http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/ and
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/ CCCMPL/CCCMPL-11.stm
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Family Child Care: http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/Rules/ and
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/FCCMPL/FCCMPL-4.stm
In-Home Aids: http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/InHomeAide/Rules/

Day Camps: http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/DayCamp/Rules/

ODE Preschool: https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Early-

Learning/Preschool-Licensing/PreschoolProgramRules.pdf.aspx

ODE SACC: https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Early-Learning/Preschool-

Licensing-and-School-Age-Child-Care-Lice/SACC-Licensing-Rules.pdf.aspx

c) Provide the link to the policies and procedures related to criminal background checks
for staff members of child care providers and the offenses that prevent individuals from
being employed by a child care provider or receiving CCDF funds, as described in
sections 5.4.1 and 5.4.11:

All background check requirements, including offenses that prevent individuals from
being employed by a child care provider, can be found on the background check process
webpage http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/Background_Check Process.stm . The prohibitive

offenses list is also listed on our family webpage as well

http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm . Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) rule requirements
for background checks are found in rules 5101:2-12-09 (centers), 5101:2-13-09 (family
child care), 5101:2-14-03 (in-home aides), 5101:2-18-07 (day camps) and 5101:2-16-43
(Ohio Department of Education Programs) on the rules and forms section of our
webpage as well http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/rules_forms.stm .

2.3.5 List of providers

The consumer education website must include a list of all licensed providers and, at the
discretion of the Lead Agency, all providers eligible to deliver CCDF services, identified as
either licensed or license-exempt. Providers caring for children to whom they are related do not
need to be included. The list of providers must be searchable by ZIP Code.

Effective Date: 03/18/2020
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a) Provide the website link to the searchable list of child care providers:

http://childcaresearch.ohio.gov/

UPDATE May 2020 - The pandemic child care programs can be found here:
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/CoronavirusAndChildcareForFamilies/ The searchable list includes

program name, address, city, county, zip code, phone number, ages served, days of
operation. A geo-mapping option is also available. This provider type will cease operation

when the Executive Order is rescinded.

b) In addition to the licensed providers that are required to be included in your searchable
list, which additional providers are included in the Lead Agency's searchable list of child
care providers (please check all that apply):

[ License-exempt center-based CCDF providers

"] License-exempt family child care (FCC) CCDF providers
[¥! License-exempt non-CCDF providers

[l Relative CCDF child care providers

¥ Other.

Describe

Certified In-Home Aids, Approved Day Camps

c) ldentify what informational elements, if any, are available in the searchable results.
Note: Quality information (if available) and monitoring results are required on the website
but are not required to be a part of the search results.

Licensed Providers
¥ Contact Information
" Enrollment Capacity
¥ Years in Operation
"] Provider Education and Training
"] Languages Spoken
¥ Quality Information
[¥| Monitoring Reports
¥ Other.
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Describe:

The search also includes whether or not the provider has an agreement to
provide publicly funded child care (this is verified by the state). The provider has
ability to report program specific information, that is not verified by the state, to
be displayed on the web site including: meals, before/after school, evening care,
transportation, overnight care, field trips, Early Childhood Education Grant, Head
Start, private Kindergarten, liability insurance, hours of operation and

accreditations.

License-Exempt, non-CCDF Providers
W Contact Information
"] Enroliment Capacity
[ Years in Operation
"] Provider Education and Training
"] Languages Spoken
"1 Quality Information
[ Monitoring Reports
[Tl Other.
Describe:

License-Exempt CCDF Center Based Providers
"] Contact Information
" Enroliment Capacity
[l Years in Operation
"] Provider Education and Training
"] Languages Spoken
"] Quality Information
" Monitoring Reports
"] Other.
Describe:
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License-Exempt CCDF Family Child Care

"] Contact Information

"] Enroliment Capacity

"] Years in Operation

"] Provider Education and Training
" Languages Spoken

"1 Quality Information

" Monitoring Reports

[T other.
Describe:

Relative CCDF Providers

[ Contact Information
"] Enroliment Capacity
[ Years in Operation
"] Provider Education and Training
"] Languages Spoken
"l Quality Information
! Monitoring Reports
[Tl Other.
Describe:

Other.

Describe:

Approved Day Camps and Certified In Home Aids

[¥! Contact Information
" Enroliment Capacity
[l Years in Operation

"] Provider Education and Training
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" Languages Spoken

"1 Quality Information

¥ Monitoring Reports

[¥ Other.
Describe:
Approved Day Camps have the ability to report program specific information,
that is not verified by the state, to be displayed on the web site including: meals,
before/after school, evening care, transportation, overnight care, field trips, Early
Childhood Education Grant, Head Start, private Kindergarten, liability insurance,

hours of operation and accreditations.

Monitoring reports are posted only for Approved Day Camps.

2.3.6 Lead Agencies must also identify specific quality information on each child care
provider for whom they have this information. The type of information provided is
determined by the Lead Agency, and it should help families easily understand whether a
provider offers services that meet Lead Agency-specific best practices and standards or
a nationally recognized, research-based set of criteria. Provider-specific quality
information must only be posted on the consumer website if it is available for the

individual provider.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) How does the Lead Agency determine quality ratings or other quality information to
include on the website?

¥ Quality rating and improvement system

[¥| National accreditation

"] Enhanced licensing system

"] Meeting Head Start/Early Head Start requirements
"] Meeting prekindergarten quality requirements

"] School-age standards, where applicable

[l Other.
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Describe

b) For what types of providers are quality ratings or other indicators of quality available?
I¥! Licensed CCDF providers.
Describe the quality information:
Step Up To Quality, 1-5 Stars

[¥! Licensed non-CCDF providers.
Describe the quality information:
Step Up To Quality, 1-5 Stars

"] License-exempt center-based CCDF providers.

Describe the quality information:

[ License-exempt FCC CCDF providers.
Describe the quality information:

"] License-exempt non-CCDF providers.

Describe the quality information:

] Relative child care providers.
Describe the quality information:

[T Other.
Describe

2.3.7 Lead Agencies are required to post monitoring and inspection reports on the
consumer education website for each licensed provider and for each non-relative
provider eligible to provide CCDF services on the consumer education website. These
reports must include results of required annual monitoring visits and visits due to major
substantiated complaints about a provider's failure to comply with health and safety
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requirements and child care policies. The reports must be in plain language and be
timely to ensure that the results of the reports are available and easily understood by
parents when they are deciding on a child care provider. Lead Agencies must post at
least 3 years of reports when available, going forward (not retrospectively), beginning
October 1, 2018.

Certify by responding to the questions below:
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) What is the Lead Agency's definition of plain language and describe the process for
receiving feedback from parents and the public about readability of reports.

Rule citations are documented in inspection reports that are available in reader friendly
plain language on the shared Ohio Department of Education and Ohio Department of Job

and Family Services website found at http://childcaresearch.ohio.gov/ To view an

inspection the user must search for a program, click the name of the program, and select
view current inspections. Each inspection report has standard language that explains the
sections of the report. The report includes information on the program, a brief explanation
of the rule, details on the violation and the corrective action that must be taken by the
program. Additionally, the website defines the corrective action statuses for rule
violations that are noted in the inspection report. The Child Care Advisory Council
provides a public forum for feedback from parents and the public on the readability of the
reports.

b) Are monitoring and inspection reports in plain language?
¥l If yes,
include a website link to a sample monitoring report.
Inspection reports can be found embedded within each programs information. The
general URL to begin the drill down is this http://childcaresearch.ohio.gov/ To view an

inspection the user must search for a program, click the name of the program, and
select view current inspections. Here is a link to an inspection report.
http://childcaresearch.ohio.gov/pdf/000000502198 2018-03-19 ANNUAL.pdf

" If no,
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describe how plain language summaries are used to meet the regulatory requirements

and include a link to a sample summary.

c) Check to certify what the monitoring and inspection reports and/or their plain language
summaries include:

I¥! Date of inspection

[¥| Health and safety violations, including those violations that resulted in
fatalities or serious injuries.

Describe how these health and safety violations are prominently displayed.

Health and safety violations, including fatalities or serious injuries, that resulted due to
negligence of the program, are documented as rule citations in inspection reports,
which are written in reader friendly plain language and are posted on the shared Ohio
Department of Education and Ohio Department of Job and Family Services website,

http://childcaresearch.ohio.qgov/

I¥! Corrective action plans taken by the State and/or child care provider.
Describe
The provider submits a corrective action plan for each non-compliance which is
reviewed by the specialist and a status logged in the system. Statuses are
displayed on the website. The "Inspection Corrective Action Status” identifies the
status of corrective action taken for the entire inspection. The "Compliance Status"

is specific to each rule violation.

d) The process for correcting inaccuracies in reports.
If an error is found in a report, the correction is made and a revised copy is sent to the
program and posted.

e) The process for providers to appeal the findings in reports, including the time
requirements, timeframes for filing the appeal, for the investigation, and for removal of
any violations from the website determined on appeal to be unfounded.

For programs regulated by the Ohio Department of Education, the program can appeal
the finding by stating the objection in their corrective action plan that is requested for
non-compliance issues. Request for appeals are expected within the 30 day deadline for

submitting corrective action. If a violation is removed from the program licensing system,
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a revised inspection is created and sent and the public website is updated overnight.

For programs regulated by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, if a provider
disagrees with a finding in the report, they often discuss this item with the licensing
specialist at the time of the inspection. If agreement cannot be reached at this time, the
provider may contact the licensing supervisor for further assistance. Providers have the
right to appeal any licensing finding within seven business days from the receipt of the
inspection report is outlined in OAC 5101:2-12-03 for child care centers, 5101:2-13-03 for
family child care providers, 5101:2-14-04 for in-home aides and 5101:2-18-04 for
approved day camps. If a violation is removed from the inspection report, a revised

inspection is created and sent and the public website is updated overnight.

f) How reports are posted in a timely manner. Specifically, provide the Lead Agency's
definition of 'timely' and describe how it ensures that reports are posted within its
timeframe. Note: While Lead Agencies define 'timely," we recommend Lead Agencies
update results as soon as possible and no later than 90 days after an inspection or
corrective action is taken

Once a report is completed by the licensing staff an overnight batch is run and the report
is available to view the next day on the consumer website.

g) Describe the process for maintaining monitoring reports on the website. Specifically,
provide the minimum number of years reports are posted and the policy for removing
reports (98.33(a)(4)(iv)).

Once the licensing staff complete a report, the system uploads the report to the
consumer website the following day. Currently the last three years of reports are posted.

Reports fall off after the 3 years look back date.

h) Any additional providers on which the Lead Agency chooses to include reports. Note -
Licensed providers and CCDF providers must have monitoring and inspection reports
posted on their consumer education website.

"] License-exempt non-CCDF providers
[ Relative child care providers
] Other.
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Describe

2.3.8 Aggregate data on serious injuries, deaths, and substantiated cases of child abuse

that have occurred in child care settings each year must be posted on the consumer

education website. This aggregate information on serious injuries and deaths must be

organized by category of care (e.g., center, FCC, etc.) and licensing status for all eligible

CCDF provider categories in the state. The information on instances of substantiated

child abuse does not have to be organized by category of care or licensing status. The

aggregate report should not list individual provider-specific information or names.

Certify by providing:

Ohio

Effective Date: 02/06/2019

a) The designated entity to which child care providers must submit reports of any serious
injuries or deaths of children occurring in child care (98.16 (ff)) and describe how the
Lead Agency obtains the aggregate data from the entity.

Ohio Department of Job and Family Services regulated providers must report any serious
incident, injury or death of a child through the Ohio Child Licensing and Quality System
(OCLQS) within 24 hours of the incident. Programs regulated by the Ohio Department of
Education (ODE) must report the information to a designated email box within 24 hours
of the occurrence. ODE manually enters information into the OCLQS system. OCLQS is
a database shared by the departments and is able to generate reports regarding the
information submitted.

b) The definition of "substantiated child abuse" used by the Lead Agency for this
requirement.

The lead agency defines "substantiated child abuse" as a finding that is substantiated by
the local public children's service agency (PCSA).

c) The definition of "serious injury" used by the Lead Agency for this requirement.
Serious incident is defined in OAC 5101:2-12-16, 5101:2-13-16, 5101:2-14-05, 5101:2-

18-10 as:
1. Death of child at a program
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2. A child receives a bump or blow to the head that requires first aid or medical
attention

3. An incident, injury, or iliness requires a child to be removed by the parent or
emergency services from the center for medical treatment, professional consultation
or transportation for emergency treatment.

4. An unusual or unexpected incident which jeopardizes the safety of a child or
employee of a center.

5. An incident defined as a serious risk noncompliance in Appendix A to rule 5101:2-
12-03 or 5101:2-13-03 of the OAC.

d) The website link to the page where the aggregate number of serious injuries, deaths,
and substantiated instances of child abuse are posted.

The information has been included in the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
licensing annual report since SFY 2016. In SFY 2015, an additional item called CCDBG
Annual Licensing Report Additional Information was added to the website to include
CCDBG required information that was not included in the annual report that year. For
reports prior to SFY2018, serious Incident / Injury within a child care setting or family
child care provider and child death were located in the incident/Injury section. The
agency also reported on cases of substantiated child abuse and neglect under the
Complaints subset. The information within the annual report prior to SFY 2018 includes
Child Care Center, Type A and B Family Child Care Providers, none of which are license
exempt. The documentation may be found at http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/BCCD.stm . For

2017, the required information for serious injury and death is on page 24 and page 19 for
child abuse of the report found here
http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/docs/2017CCLicensingAnnualReport.stm . The report for SFY2018
includes aggregrate data on all licensed and license exempt programs on page 13, and

can be found here http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/docs/2018AnnualCCLicensingReport.stm .

For programs licensed by the Ohio Department of Education, the aggregate number of
serious injuries, deaths and substantiated instances of child abuse can be found here
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Early-Learning/Preschool-

Licensing/CCDBG-15-17-required-posting-2.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US In the future, this

information will be included in the Preschool and Schoolage Annual Report found on the
preschool http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Preschool-Licensing and

school-age http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/School-Age-Child-Care-

Licensing websites under the "Reports" column.
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2.3.9 The consumer education website should include contact information on referrals to
local child care resource and referral organizations. How does the Lead Agency provide
referrals to local CCR&R agencies through the consumer education website? Describe
and include a website link to this information:
An email communication was sent to all providers on August 3, 2017 describing the role of
the local Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies (CCR&R), locations and contact
information. The communication is posted on our provider communications page here

http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/Provider-Communications.stm.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.3.10 The consumer education website should include information on how parents can
contact the Lead Agency, or its designee, or other programs that can help the parent
understand information included on the website. Describe and include a website link to
this information:
Parents (and any other individual visiting the website) can click the “Contact Us” link on the
left-hand side of the page (http://jfs.ohio.gov/CDC/index.stm). This brings up a resource

document with many helpful phone numbers, including a number to the Child Care Policy
Help Desk (1-877-302-2347, option 4) where they can ask any questions about the
information included on the website.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.3.11 Provide the website link to the Lead Agency's consumer education website. Note:
An amendment is required if this website changes.
http://ifs.ohio.gov/CDC/index.stm
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Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.3.12 Other. Identify and describe the components that are still pending per the

instructions on
CCDF Plan Response Options for Areas where Implementation is Still in Progress
in the Introduction.

NA

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.4 Additional Consumer and Provider Education

Lead Agencies are required to certify that they will collect and disseminate information about
the full diversity of child care services to promote parental choice to parents of eligible children,
the general public, and where applicable, child care providers. In addition to the consumer
education website, the consumer education information can be provided through CCR&R
organizations or through direct conversations with eligibility case workers and child care
providers. Outreach and counseling can also be effectively provided via information sessions or
intake processes for families (658E(c)(2)(E); 98.15(b)(4); 98.33(b)).

In questions 2.4.1 through 2.4.5, certify by describing:

2.4.1 How the Lead Agency shares information with eligible parents, the general public,
and where applicable, child care providers about the availability of child care services
provided through CCDF and other programs for which the family may be eligible, such
as state prekK, as well as the availability of financial assistance to obtain child care
services. At a minimum, describe what is provided (e.g., such methods as written
materials, the website, and direct communications) and how information is tailored for
these audiences.
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The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) child care family web page
(http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm) has links to a number of sites with this information,
including types of care in Ohio and how to apply for publicly funded child care. It also has a
Resource Guide for families which lists services available in Ohio. This includes progams for
medical assessments, early childhood programs, mental health services, etc. The link to the
family web page is also listed on the application to apply for publicly funded child care
benefits. Additionally, the application for child care benefits includes information on “How to
Choose Child Care” which includes the URL for the child care search. This application is

also available on line.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.4.2 The partnerships formed to make information about the availability of child care
services available to families.
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services has a shared screening tool and partial
application with the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) for use for both publicly funded
child care and ODE's Early Care and Education program. The county department of job and
family services agencies and child care resource and referral agencies also work directly
with families to provide them information on available child care programs.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.4.3 How the Lead Agency provides the required information about the following
programs and benefits to the parents of eligible children, the general public, and where
applicable, providers. In the description include, at a minimum, what information is
provided, how the information is provided, and how the information is tailored to a

variety of audiences and include any partners who assist in providing this information.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018
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[¥| Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program:
A link on the family section of the child care webpage reads: Interested in learning
more information about or applying for other benefits such as Ohio Works First (OWF),
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, Refugee Services, and
many more, click here. The link goes to the http://jfs.ohio.gov/ofam/index.stm page

where an individual can apply online for TANF (and other programs) and offers links to
fact sheets for TANF (OWF, Ohio Works First).

[¥| Head Start and Early Head Start programs:
A document titled Ohio Child Care Resources for Families is located at the bottom of
the families page of the child care webpage http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. The
link takes you to a document

http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/docs/20160hioChildCareResources.stm listing many helpful

links and organizations for families. The Ohio Head Start and Early Childhood
Learning & Knowledge Center is located on this document and takes you to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services Head Start page. From here an individual
can explore Head Start and find a Head Start program near them. The link to the
family web page is also listed on the application for publicly funded child care benefits.

¥ Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP):
A link was on the family section of the child care webpage reads: For more information
or to apply for the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), please click here. The
link goes to the https://development.ohio.gov/is/is_heap.htm page housed by the Ohio
Department of Development. An individual can see if he/she is eligible for HEAP and
submit an application.

¥ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Programs (SNAP) Program:
A link on the family section of the child care webpage reads: Interested in learning
more information about or applying for other benefits such as Ohio Works First (OWF),
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid, Refugee Services, and
many more, click here. The link goes to the http://jfs.ohio.gov/ofam/index.stm page

where an individual can apply online for SNAP (and other programs) and offers links
to fact sheets for SNAP.
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¥/ Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) program:

A link on the family section of the child care webpage reads: For more information or
to apply for the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program, please click here. The
link goes to the http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhPrograms/ns/wicn/wicl.aspx webpage

housed by the Ohio Department of Health where an individual can read about WIC

and also obtain an application.

[¥ Child and Adult Care Food Program(CACFP):

A paragraph describing the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) is on the
provider section of the child care webpage http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/providers.stm. It
reads: Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)-CACFP provides aid to child and
adult care institutions and family or group day care homes for the provision of

nutritious foods that contribute to the wellness, healthy growth, and development of
young children, and the health and wellness of older adults and chronically impaired
disabled persons. The description links to the USDA webpage for CACFP. Also, the
JFS 01224 "Child Care Resource Guide" offers nutrition information. This form is
linked on the family and provider web pages under "Child Care Resources Guide for
Eligible Services" http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. This is also accessible through

forms central. Forms central can be found by clicking the "Child Care Rules and
Forms" link on the left hand side of the child care front page
http://ifs.ohio.gov/CDC/index.stm. The link to the family web page is also listed on the

application for publicly funded child care benefits.

[¥| Medicaid and Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP):

A link to the Medicaid Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is on the family
section of the child care webpage http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm and the provider

page of the child care website http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/providers.stm. The link goes to

the Medicaid page where the CHIP program and eligibility is described.
https://www.medicaid.gov/chip/index.html. Also, the JFS 01224 "Resource Guide"

offers nutrition information related to medical services. This form is linked on the family
and provider web pages under "Child Care Resources Guide for Eligible Services"
http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. This is also accessible through forms central.

Forms central can be found by clicking the "Child Care Rules and Forms" link on the
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left hand side of the child care front page. http://jfs.ohio.gov/CDC/index.stm. The link
to the family web page is also listed on the application for publicly funded child care

benefits.

[¥! Programs carried out under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C:
A paragraph describing Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is on the
family section of the child care webpage. It reads as follows: The Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a law ensuring services to children with disabilities
throughout the nation. IDEA governs how states and public agencies provide early
intervention, special education and related services to more than 6.5 million eligible
infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities. For more information, click here.
It is linked to https://idea.ed.gov/, the US Department of Education website

https://idea.ed.gov/. Also, the JFS 01224 "Resource Guide" offers information on

these programs. This form is linked on the family and provider web pages under "Child
Care Resources Guide for Eligible Services" http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. This

is also accessible through forms central. Forms central can be found by clicking the
"Child Care Rules and Forms" link on the left hand side of the child care front page.
http://jfs.ohio.gov/CDC/index.stm. The link to the family web page is also listed on the

application for publicly funded child care benefits.

2.4.4 Describe how the Lead Agency makes available to parents, providers, and the
general public information on research and best practices concerning children's
development, including physical health and development, particularly healthy eating and
physical activity. Information about successful parent and family engagement should
also be shared. At a minimum, include what information is provided, how the information
is provided, and how the information is tailored to a variety of audiences and include any
partners in providing this information.

A number of child development and behavior health resources links are placed on the family

section of the child care webpage http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. These are also on the

provider section of the child care webpage http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/providers.stm. Both of these

pages are accessible to the general public.
These include:

Ohio Early Intervention
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RedTreeHouse.Org

The Ohio Department of Health (ODH)- Help Me Grow Program

Ohio’s Early Learning and Development Standards (ELDS)

Ohio's Early Childhood Core Knowledge & Competencies

Center for Disease Control

Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services

CHIP Children’s Health Insurance Program

Early Childhood Mental Health (including expulsion prevention)

Reducing Suspension and Expulsion Practices in Early Childhood Settings
Ohio Healthy Programs

The following information is on the family section of the child care webpage: For information
regarding healthy eating habits and physical activity, please click here. The link takes you to
Healthy Ohio through the Ohio Department of Health webpage.

The JFS 01224 “Resource Guide” offers nutrition information related to help me grow, early
childhood education, family engagement and mental health information, SNAP, WIC and
CACFP. This form is linked on the family and provider web pages under “Child Care
Resources Guide for Eligible Services” http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. This is also

accessible through forms central. Forms central can be found by clicking the “Child Care
Rules and Forms” link on the left hand side of the child care front page.
http://ifs.ohio.gov/CDC/index.stm

Ohio has recently launched the BOLD Beginning! Website. This website was developed as
a one stop shop for parents and providers to access all early childhood resources offered
through seven state agencies. The parent page includes information on milestones,
disabilities, healthy beginnings, emotional wellness, child care and education, newborn
screenings, pregnancy, education and employment for parent, and family and community

resources.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018
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2.4.5 Describe how information on the Lead Agency's policies regarding the social-
emotional and behavioral issues and early childhood mental health of young children,
including positive behavioral intervention and support models based on research and
best practices for those from birth to school age, are shared with families, providers, and
the general public. At a minimum, include what information is provided, how the
information is provided, and how information is tailored to a variety of audiences and
include any partners in providing this information.
The JFS 01224 “Child Care Resource Guide” offers information on programs that assist
families and providers in locating community resources specific to early childhood mental
health and social-emotional and behavioral issues. This form is linked on the family and
provider web pages under “Child Care Resources Guide for Eligible Services”

http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. This is also accessible through forms central. Forms

central can be found by clicking the “Child Care Rules and Forms” link on the left-hand side
of the child care front page. http://ifs.ohio.gov/CDC/index.stm. This link is included on the

publicly funded child care initial eligibility application and application for redetermination of
benefits and has been emailed to providers to share with families.

The family page of the website includes links to child development and behavioral health
resources for children of all ages. Additionally, the BOLD Beginning website includes a
family page that provides information for families for pregnancy through 3rd grade and
includes a family and community page https://boldbeginning.org/ Topics include

developmental milestones, delays and disabilities, healthy beginnings, emotional wellness,
education and child care.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.4.6 Describe the Lead Agency's policies to prevent the suspension and expulsion of
children from birth to age 5 in child care and other early childhood programs receiving
CCDF funds (98.16(ee)), including how those policies are shared with families, providers,
and the general public.
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Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) licensing rules require that all
providers have a policy for expulsion and suspension of children. Additionally, all behavior
management plans must be created in consultation with the child's parents and are intended
to be a plan on how the program will manage the child's behavior to avoid

expulsion. Information about expulsion prevention and links to the ODJFS licensing rules are
available on the public website. http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/index.stm

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

2.5 Procedures for Providing Information on Developmental Screenings

Lead Agencies are required to provide information on developmental screenings, including
information on resources and services that the State can deploy, such as the use of the Early
and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment program under the Medicaid program
carried out under title XIX of the Social Security Act and developmental screening services
available under IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C, in conducting those developmental
screenings and in providing referrals to services for children who receive subsidies. Lead
Agencies must also include a description of how a family or child care provider can use these
resources and services to obtain developmental screenings for children who receive subsidies
and who might be at risk of cognitive or other developmental delays, which can include social,
emotional, physical, or linguistic delays (658E(c)(2)(E)(ii)). Lead Agencies are required to
provide this information to eligible families during CCDF intake and to child care providers
through training and education (98.33(c)).

2.5.1 Certify by describing:
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) How the Lead Agency collects and disseminates information on existing resources

and services available for conducting developmental screenings to CCDF parents, the
general public, and where applicable, child care providers (98.15(b)(3)).

A number of child development and behavior health resources links are placed on the
family section of the child care webpage http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm These are

also on the provider section of the child care webpage
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http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/providers.stm Both of these pages are accessible to the general

public. These include:

Ohio Early Intervention

RedTreeHouse.Org

The Ohio Department of Health (ODH)- Help Me Grow Program
Ohio's Early Learning and Development Standards (ELDS)
Ohio's Early Childhood Core Knowledge & Competencies
Center for Disease Control

Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
CHIP Children's Health Insurance Program

Early Childhood Mental Health (including expulsion prevention)
Reducing Suspension and Expulsion Practices in Early Childhood Settings

The following paragraph is included on the applications for initial and ongoing eligibility
for publicly funded child care: To learn more about Medicaid health screenings and early
intervention services for your child, please visit the Ohio Department of Job and Family

Services child care website at http://jfs.ohio.gov/CDC/childcare.stm and click on

"Families." Every licensed child care provider is required to give families a one-page
document that includes the following language: For more information about child care
licensing requirements as well as how to apply for child care assistance, Medicaid health
screenings and early intervention services for your child, please visit
http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm

b) The procedures for providing information on and referring families and child care
providers to the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment program under
the Medicaid program - carried out under Title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1396 et seq.) - and developmental screening services available under Section 619 and
Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et seq.).
A paragraph describing the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment
program is on the family section of the child care webpage
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. It reads as follows: Healthchek is Ohio's Early and

Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Program. It is a service package
for babies, kids, and young adults younger than age 21 who are enrolled on Ohio
Medicaid. The purpose of Healthchek is to discover and treat health problems early. If a

potential health problem is found, further diagnosis and treatment are covered by
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Medicaid. For more information about Healthchek please click here. The link goes to the
Ohio Department of Medicaid page regarding Healthchek Services for children younger
than 21 years of age.

A paragraph describing the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is on the
family section of the child care webpage http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm. It reads as

follows: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a law ensuring services
to children with disabilities throughout the nation. IDEA governs how states and public
agencies provide early intervention, special education and related services to more than
6.5 million eligible infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities. For more

information, click here. It is linked to https://idea.ed.gov/, the US Department of
Education website https://idea.ed.gov/.

This information is also included on an appendix in licensing rules which all providers are
required to provide to all parents enrolled in the program.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/pdf/pdf-forms/2-12-07APXC.pdf and
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/pdf/pdf-forms/2-13-07APXD.PDF

c) How the Lead Agency gives information on developmental screenings to parents
receiving a subsidy as part of the intake process. Include the information provided, ways
it is provided, and any partners in this work.

The following paragraph is included on the applications for initial and ongoing eligibility
for publicly funded child care: To learn more about Medicaid health screenings and early
intervention services for your child, please visit the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services child care website at http://jfs.ohio.gov/CDC/childcare.stm and click on

"Families." Every licensed child care provider is required to give families a one-page
document that includes the following language: For more information about child care
licensing requirements as well as how to apply for child care assistance, Medicaid health
screenings and early intervention services for your child, please visit
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/families.stm

d) How CCDF families or child care providers receiving CCDF can use the available
resources and services to obtain developmental screenings for CCDF children at risk for
cognitive or other developmental delays.

The available resources provide contact information on programs/services available. The
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information is available on the public facing website and providers can share specific
information with identified families as needed.

e) How child care providers receive this information through training and professional
development.

This information is included in the mandated pre-licensing orientation for providers and
the mandated orientation for child care staff members.

f) Provide the citation for this policy and procedure related to providing information on
developmental screenings.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/pdf/pdf-forms/2-12-07APXC.pdf and
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/pdf/pdf-forms/2-13-07APXD.PDF

2.6 Consumer Statement for Parents Receiving CCDF Funds

Lead Agencies must provide CCDF parents with a consumer statement in hard copy or
electronically (such as referral to a consumer education website) that contains specific
information about the child care provider they select. This information about the child care
provider selected by the parent includes health and safety requirements met by the provider,
any licensing or regulatory requirements met by the provider, the date the provider was last
inspected, any history of violations of these requirements, and any voluntary quality standards
met by the provider. It must also describe how CCDF subsidies are designed to promote equal
access, how to submit a complaint through a hotline, and how to contact local resource and
referral agencies or other community-based supports that assist parents in finding and enrolling
in quality child care (98.33(d)). Please note that if the consumer statement is provided
electronically, Lead Agencies should consider how to ensure that the statement is accessible to
parents and that parents have a way to contact someone to address questions they have.

2.6.1 Certify by describing:
Effective Date: 10/01/2018
a) How the Lead Agency provides parents receiving CCDF funds with a consumer

statement.
This information is included on all applications for initial and ongoing eligibility
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b) What is included in the statement, including when the consumer statement is provided
to families.

Information includes: how to select a provider who has completed a provider agreement
to serve children in publicly funded child care (which promotes equal access), how to
view details and inspections for that provider (including how to contact the local resource
and referral agency to get help finding a provider), how to get translation assistance if
English is not their primary language, how to get information on screening and
assessments and how to file a complaint against a provider. The information also details
the application process and the required documentation that will allow anyone who
applies and is eligible to receive care. Because Ohio has never had a wait-list, there is
nothing on the application to imply that there will be any barriers for an eligible family to
receive the care they need.

c) Provide a link to a sample consumer statement or a description if a link is not
available.

This is included on all application options. The primary application (JFS 01138) can be
found here: http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/forms/num/JES%2001138/ and the consumer

statement information is on the coversheet.

3 Provide Stable Child Care Financial Assistance to Families

In providing child care assistance to families, Lead Agencies are required to implement these
policies and procedures: a minimum 12-month eligibility and redetermination periods, a process
to account for irregular fluctuations in earnings, a policy ensuring that families' work schedules
are not disrupted by program requirements, policies to provide for a job search of not fewer than
3 months if the Lead Agency exercises the option to discontinue assistance, and policies for the
graduated phase-out of assistance. Also, procedures for the enrollment of homeless children
and children in foster care, if served, pending the completion of documentation, are required.

Note: Lead Agencies are not prohibited from establishing policies that extend eligibility beyond
12 months to align program requirements. For example, Lead Agencies can allow children
enrolled in Head Start, Early Head Start, state or local prekindergarten, and other collaborative
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programs to finish the program year. This type pf policy promotes continuity for families
receiving services through multiple benefit programs.

In this section, Lead Agencies will identify how they define eligible children and families and
how the Lead Agency improves access for vulnerable children and families. This section also
addresses the policies that protect working families and determine a family's contribution to the
child care payment.

3.1 Eligible Children and Families

At the time when eligibility is determined or redetermined, children must (1) be younger than
age 13; (2) reside with a family whose income does not exceed 85 percent of the State's
median income for a family of the same size and whose family assets do not exceed
$1,000,000 (as certified by a member of said family); and (3)(a) reside with a parent or parents
who are working or attending a job training or educational program or (b) receives, or needs to
receive, protective services and resides with a parent or parents not described in (3)(a.)
(658P(4)).

3.1.1 Eligibility criteria based on a child's age
Effective Date: 10/20/2019
a) The CCDF program serves children
from O
(weeks/months/years)
through 12

years (under age 13). . Note: Do not include children incapable of self-care or under
court supervision, who are reported below in (b) and (c).

b) Does the Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children age 13 and above
but below age 19 years who are physically and/or mentally incapable of self-
care?(658E(c)(3)(B), 658P(3))

T No

Ohio Page 70 of 304



¥ Yes,
and the upper age is 18
(may not equal or exceed age 19).

If yes, Provide the Lead Agency definition of physical and/or mental incapacity: :
Special needs" means providing child care services to a child who is under eighteen
years old who does not function according to age appropriate expectations in one or
more of the following areas of development: social/emotional, cognitive,
communication, perceptual-motor, physical, or behavioral development, or the child
has chronic health issues. The child's delays/conditions affect development to the
extent that the child requires special adaptations, modified facilities, program
adjustments or related services on a regular basis in order to function in an adaptive
manner. UPDATE 12/2019: Effective 10/20/2019, the
definition of "special needs" was removed and replaced with "special needs child
care". This is defined as child care provided to a child who is less than 18 years of
age and either has one or more chronic health conditions or does not meet age
appropriate expectations in one or more areas of development including: social,
emotional, cognitive, communicative, perceptual, motor, physical and behavioral
development that may include on a regular basis such services, adaptations,
modifications or adjustments needed to assist in the child's functional development.

c) Does the Lead Agency allow CCDF-funded child care for children age 13 and above
but below age 19 years who are under court supervision? (658P(3), 658E(c)(3)(B))

¥ No.
T ves

and the upper age is
(may not equal or exceed age 19)

d) How does the Lead Agency define the following eligibility terms?
"residing with":
Ohio defines "caretaker parent" instead - "Caretaker parent" means the father or
mother of a child whose presence in the home is needed as the caretaker of the child,
a person who has legal custody of a child and whose presence in the home is needed
as the caretaker of the child, a guardian of a child whose presence in the home is
needed as the caretaker of the child, and any other person who stands in loco parentis
with respect to the child and whose presence in the home is needed as the caretaker
of the child
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"in loco parentis":

In loco parentis” means an adult who is the caretaker of a child, including a relative,
foster parent or stepparent, who is charged with the rights, duties and responsibilities
of a parent and whose presence in the home is needed to perform these rights, duties
and responsibilities.

3.1.2 Eligibility criteria based on reason for care
Effective Date: 10/20/2019

a) How does the Lead Agency define "working or attending a job training and educational
program" for the purposes of CCDF eligibility at the time of determination? Provide the
definitions below for:

"Working":
Paid employment on a full-time or part-time basis includes the following if verification
is provided confirming the employee will return to work:

- Maternity leave.
- Leave taken in accordance to the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA).
- Short term disability leave.

"Job training":

Job skills training activities shall be limited to education that is directly related to the
individual's employment goal and shall be approved by an accredited institution of
higher education, an institution that has a certificate issued or has authorization from
the Ohio board of regents, or an institution that has a registration from the state board
of school and college registration or a workforce inventory of education and training
(WIET) provider who has been approved by ODJFS.

Job skills training activities may include, but are not limited to:

(a) Classroom job skills training.

(b) Supervised on-the-job skills training.

(c) Refresher job skills training

Job training is defined in rule here:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm
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Ohio

UPDATE 12/2019: Beginning 10/20/2019, job training activities include an
apprenticeship program that is approved by the Ohio State Apprenticeship Council
and that is registered with Apprentice Ohio.

"Education™:

A caretaker who is engaged in basic education activities that take place at an official
practice center site or part of a limited English proficiency program where an instructor
is present, may be eligible for child care.

Basic education classes are defined as follows:

(a) High school or equivalent education.

(b) Remedial high school education.

(c) Adult basic and literacy education (ABLE).

(d) Education for individuals with limited English proficiency

Post-secondary education includes the following requirements:

- Post-secondary education activities are defined as: college classes, technical
classes or vocational classes that are part of a course of study leading to a
degree, a certificate or a license.

- The classes shall be approved by an accredited institution of higher education, an
institution that has a certificate issued or has authorization from the Ohio board of
regents or an institution that has a registration from the state board of school and
college registration.

- A caretaker who is engaged in post-secondary education shall not be eligible for
child care if the caretaker has completed the requirements for a baccalaureate
degree unless the education is necessary to meet specific requirements
associated with maintaining the caretaker's employment, certification or licensure.

Education is defined in rule here
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

"Attending job training or education” (e.g. number of hours, travel time):

Ohio bases the number of hours for job training or education on the documentation
provided by the caretaker. Child care may exceed twenty-four consecutive hours when
the caretaker's hours of employment, training or education indicate such a need.
Travel time, not to exceed four hours round trip, shall be allowed.
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Job training or education are defined in rule here:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

3.1.2 Eligibility criteria based on reason for care

b) Does the Lead Agency allow parents to qualify for CCDF assistance on the basis of
education and training participation alone (without additional minimum work
requirements)?

" No.

If no, describe the additional work requirements:

¥ Yes.

If yes, describe the policy or procedure:

A qualifying activity is employment, training or education activities, and any
requirement for cash assistance or food assistance.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

3.1.2 Eligibility criteria based on reason for care

c) Does the Lead Agency consider seeking employment (engaging in a job search) an
eligible activity at initial eligibility determination (at application) and at the 12-month
eligibility redetermination? (Note: If yes, Lead Agencies must provide a minimum of three
months of job search)

"I No.

¥ Yes.

If yes, describe the policy or procedure. (including any differences in eligibility at initial
eligibility determination vs. redetermination of eligibility):

Ohio allows already eligible families who lose a qualifying activity job search for up to
13 weeks. All caretakers must have a qualifying activity at initial eligibility and
redetermination of eligibility. The exception to this requirement is that homeless
families can have up to 90 days of child care without a qualifying activity but must
have a qualifying activity by the end of the 90 days to continue to receive publicly
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funded chid care.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

UPDATE 12/2019: A child's eligibility period is 12 months. Beginning 10/20/2019
homeless child care shall be authorized for ninety calendar days. At the end of the 90
days, the family must have a qualifying activity so the county agency can authorize for
child care for the remainder of the eligibility period, or the family can remain identified
as homeless by the county agency who will authorize child care for an additional 90
days. This allows a homeless family to receive publicly funded child care for more than
one 90-day period.

3.1.2 Eligibility criteria based on reason for care

d) Does the Lead Agency provide child care to children in protective services?

"I No.

¥ Yes. If yes:
i. Please provide the Lead Agency's definition of "protective services™:
Protective child care is publicly funded child care services provided to assist in the
care and protection of a child. Caretakers receiving protective child care shall be
determined eligible without regard to income or assets and shall have their
copayment waived pursuant to rule 5101:2-16-39 of the Administrative Code.A
case plan, as required in section 2151.412 of the Revised Code shall be prepared
and maintained for the child and caretaker. The case plan shall indicate a need for
protective child care to permit the caretaker to complete requirements of the case
plan. Protective child care may be authorized only for a child who resides in the
home of the caretaker for whom the case plan is written.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-
30.stm

Note: Federal requirements allow other vulnerable children identified by the Lead Agency
not formally in child protection to be included in the Lead Agency's definition of protective
services for CCDF purposes. A Lead Agency may elect to provide CCDF-funded child care
to children in foster care when foster care parents are not working or are not in
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education/training activities, but this provision should be included in the protective services
definition above.

ii. Are children in foster care considered to be in protective services for the
purposes of eligibility at determination?

¥ No
T ves

iii. Does the Lead Agency waive the income eligibility requirements for cases in
which children receive, or need to receive, protective services on a case-by-case
basis (658E(c)(5))?

T No
¥ Yes

iv. Does the Lead Agency provide respite care to custodial parents of children in
protective services?

T No
¥ Yes

3.1.3 Eligibility criteria based on family income. Note: The question in 3.1.3 relates to
initial determination. Redetermination is addressed in 3.1.7.

Ohio

Effective Date: 10/01/2020

a) How does the Lead Agency define "income" for the purposes of eligibility at the point
of determination?

Income is defined in
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-34.stm

(A) The county agency shall use gross income for the purpose of determining child care
income eligibility and family copayment, including gross earned income and gross
unearned income.

(B) "Gross earned income" means the total amount of gross earnings received in a
month by all of the employed individuals in the family including wages legally obligated to
all members of the family but which are diverted to a third party.

(C) Gross earnings include payments received before taxes and other deductions by an
individual for services performed as an employee, or by an individual who is self-
employed.
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(1) Gross earnings received by an employee means wages, salary, back pay, bonuses
and awards paid by employer, commissions, severance pay, payments from job corps,
work training programs, on-the-job training programs, sick leave paid as wages, annual
leave, holiday and vacation pay.

(2) State temporary disability insurance and temporary workers' compensation payments
are considered gross earnings when such payments meet all of the following conditions:

(a) The payment is employer-funded.

(b) The payment is made to an individual who remains employed during recuperation
from a temporary illness or injury pending return to the job.

(c) The payment is specifically characterized under state law as a temporary wage
replacement.

(3) Gross self-employment earnings means the total profit from a business enterprise.

(a) The total profit from the self-employment business enterprise is determined by
deducting the self-employment expenses, which are those expenses directly related to
producing the goods or services, from the gross receipts, or by using a standard fifty per
cent deduction from gross self-employment.

(b) Personal business and/or entertainment expenses are not allowable deductions.

(c) Individuals who are self-employed and have no countable income shall provide
written verification documenting how they are meeting basic living expenses, including
but not limited to, food, housing, utilities and transportation. Failure to provide sufficient
documentation shall result in the denial or termination of child care benefits. This
documentation shall be used in determining authorized hours in paragraph (C)(3)(d) of
this rule.

(d) For approved self-employment activities, the hours applied to the publicly funded child
care authorization shall be for no more hours than it would take an individual to earn the
same amount of money working at the federal minimum wage. This shall be calculated
by using the self- employed individual's determined or estimated monthly gross earnings
divided by 4.3 weeks in a month and again by the federal hourly minimum wage. The
resulting number, rounded up to the nearest whole number, is the maximum weekly
hours which can be applied to the authorization for the self-employment approved
activity.

(4) Individuals who are unemployed shall provide written verification documenting how
they are meeting basic living expenses including but not limited to food, housing, utilities
and transportation. Failure to provide sufficient documentation shall result in the denial or
termination of child care benefits.

UPDATE 12/2019: Beginning 10/20/2019, persons on unpaid leave from employment
must provide written verification documenting how they are meeting basic living
expenses to align with the requirement for others with no reported income.

(D) Income excluded from gross earned income.

(1) The gross earnings of a minor child in the family who is a full-time student as defined
by the school, unless the minor is a parent.

(2) Alimony or child support payments paid by a family member. The amount paid, up to
the amount ordered, is excluded.

(3) The verified amount which is being garnished from the income.

(4) Earnings received under the Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 1973 for participation
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Ohio

in the

"Americorp Vista" program.

(5) Federal work study income as referenced in rule 5101:4-4-13 of the Administrative

Code.
(6) All

income, including in kind benefits, excluded under the supplemental nutrition

assistance program (SNAP) regulations, as set forth in rule 5101:4-4-13 of the
Administrative Code.

(7) Any other income amounts that federal statutes or regulations require be excluded.
(8) Any income earned by a person receiving supplemental security income (SSI).

(E) "Gross unearned income" means the total amount of unearned income that is
received in the month by all members of the family. Unearned income is income that is
not gross earned income or is not gross earned income from self-employment, as
defined in this rule. Unearned income includes cash contributions received by the family
from absent caretakers, persons, organizations or assistance agencies, social security
administration (SSA) disability, death or retirement benefits, and child support payments.

(F) Income excluded from gross unearned income.

(1) SSI payments.

(2) Federal, state or local foster care maintenance payments.

(3) Federal, state or local adoption assistance payments.

(4) Kinship permanency incentive (KPI) payments made in accordance with the
requirements of rule 5101:2-40-04 of the Administrative Code.

(5) Payments made with county funds to increase the amount of cash assistance an
assistance group receives in accordance with section 5107.03 of the Revised Code.

(6) Child support payments paid by a family member for a child outside the family. The
amount paid, up to the amount ordered, is excluded.

(7) Alimony paid pursuant to a court order.

(8) Contributions for shared living arrangements. These include cash payments received
by a family from an individual who is not a family member but who resides in the
household and shares responsibility for the household expenses through an informal
arrangement. The cash payment given to the family is not available to the family because
the payment represents the non-family member's share of the household expenses.

(9) Bona fide loans from any source, including rural housing loans made by federal
housing administration (FHA).

(10) Experimental housing allowance program payments made under annual
contributions on contracts entered into prior to January 1975, under section 23 of the
U.S. Housing Act of 1937.

(11) HUD community development block grant funds paid under Title | of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974 (public law 93-383).

(12) Home energy assistance support and maintenance paid in cash or in-kind, public
laws 97-377 (December 21, 1982), 97-424 (January 6, 1983), and 98-21 (April 20, 1983).
(13) Income tax refunds received by any of the family members.

(14) The verified amount which is being garnished from the income.

(15) Earned income tax credit (EITC) payments when received as part of an income tax
refund.

(16) The value of surplus commodities donated by the department of agriculture.
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(17) Benefits received under Title VII, nutrition program for the elderly, Older Americans
Act of 1965, Public Law 93-150.

(18) Retroactive payments made as a result of a state hearing.

(19) Escrow accounts established or credited as the direct result of the assistance
group's involvement in family self-sufficiency on or after May 15, 1992.

(20) Ohio works first (OWF) cash payment for support services, pursuant to section
5107.66 of the Revised Code.

(21) Prevention, retention and contingency (PRC) payments.

(22) The value of SNAP allotments.

(23) Money received in the form of a nonrecurring lump sum payment including, but not
limited to, retroactive lump sum social security, SSI or pension benefits; retroactive lump
sum insurance settlements; retroactive lump sum payment of child support arrearage;
refunds of security deposits on rental property or utilities; publicly funded child care
overpayment reimbursements; or PRC payments not defined as cash assistance.

(24) Income excluded under the SNAP regulations, as set forth in rule 5101:4-4-13 of the
Administrative Code, unless the income is included under the provisions of this rule.
(25) Any other income amounts that federal statutes or regulations require be excluded.

b) Provide the CCDF income eligibility limits in the table below at the time of initial
determination. Complete columns (a) and (b) based on maximum eligibility at initial entry
into CCDF. Complete columns (c) and (d) only if the Lead Agency is using income
eligibility limits lower than 85 percent of the current state median income (SMI) at the
initial eligibility determination point. Fill in the chart based on the most populous area of
the state (the area serving the highest number of CCDF children). If the income eligibility
limits are not statewide, please respond to c) below the table.

€)) (b) (c) (d)
Family Size 100% of 85% of SMI (IF APPLICABLE) | IF APPLICABLE)
SMI($/Month) ($/Month) [Multiply ($/Month) (% of SMI) [Divide

(a) by 0.85] Maximum Initial or | (c) by (a), multiply
First Tier Income by 100] Income
Limit (or Threshold) |Level if Lower Than
if Lower Than 85% |85% of Current SMI

of Current SMI
1 NA NA NA NA
2 4507.95 3831.76 1868 41%
3 5568.64 4733.34 2353 42%
4 6629.33 5634.93 2839 43%
5 7690.03 6536.53 3324 43%

c) If the income eligibility limits are not statewide, describe how many jurisdictions set
their own income eligibility limits and provide the income limit ranges across the
jurisdictions (e.g. range from [lowest limit] to [highest limit])( 98.16(i)(3)).

Ohio Page 79 of 304


http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/CashFoodAssist/FACM/FAH4000/5101-4-4-13.stm

NA

Reminder: Income limits must be established and reported in terms of current SMi
based on the most recent data published by the Bureau of the Census (98.20(a)(2)(i))
even if the federal poverty level is used in implementing the program. SMI guidelines are
available at: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im2017-03.

d) SMI source and year. https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/resource/liheap-im2017-03 - 2011-
2015 Census

e) Identify the most populous area of the State used to complete the chart above.
Ohio does not differentiate eligibility by areas, all eligibility rules apply statewide.

f) What was the date (mm/dd/yyyy) that these eligibility limits in column (c) became
effective? 10/01/2020

g) Provide the citation or link, if available, for the income eligibility limits.
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/CCMPL/

3.1.4 Lead Agencies are required to ensure that children receiving CCDF funds do not
have family assets that exceed $1,000,000, as certified by a family member

(98.20(a)(2)(ii)).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Describe how the family member certifies that family assets do not exceed $1,000,000
(e.g., a checkoff on the CCDF application).

Families are required to attest that they do not have have assets exceeding $1,000,000
when applying initial eligibility for publicly funded child care and each time they apply for
redetermination of eligibility. It's required in
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

b) Does the Lead Agency waive the asset limit on a case-by-case basis for families
defined as receiving, or in need of, protective services?

" No.
¥ Yes.
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If yes, describe the policy or procedure and provide citation:

Families meeting the requirements of protective child care are eligible without regard
to income or qualifying activity, required in
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

3.1.5 Describe any additional eligibility conditions or priority rules applied by the Lead

Agency during eligibility determination or redetermination (98.20(b)).
Families who no longer meet the activity requirement may continue utilizing child care
services for up to 13 weeks after a qualifying activity ends. Families may also continue to be
eligible for care when a new activity is scheduled to begin within thirty-one days from the end
of the previous activity. When families do not meet the eligibility requirements and have a
child enrolled in a federally funded Head Start program, the Head Start child remains eligible
through the end of the Head Start year. This is located in rule here
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

UPDATE May 2020 — Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, per Child Care Manual Procedure
Letter (CCMPL) 139 and 140

http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/ CCMPL/CCMPL-139.stm
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/ CCMPL/CCMPL-140.stm county

agencies were instructed to do the following: 1) immediately stop processing

redetermination packets for March and April; 2) not take negative actions against current
PFCC cases until July 31, 2020. All caretakers with eligibility periods set to expire in March,
April, May, June and July were extended 6 months. All PFCC cases that are currently
scheduled for termination under the thirteen-week activity gap will have the termination date
removed and eligibility extended to the end of the current twelve-month eligibility period. If
any of these cases have redeterminations due in March, April, May, June and July of 2020,
then eligibility will be extended 6 months.

Effective Date: 03/30/2020
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3.1.6 Lead Agencies are required to take into consideration children's development and
promote continuity of care when authorizing child care services (98.21(f); 98.16(h)(6)).
Check the approaches, if applicable, that the Lead Agency uses when considering
children's development and promoting continuity of care when authorizing child care

services.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

[¥! Coordinating with Head Start, prekindergarten, or other early learning
programs to create a package of arrangements that accommodates parents' work
schedules

[¥! Inquiring about whether the child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP)
or Individual Family Services Plan (IFSP)

["] Establishing minimum eligibility periods greater than 12 months
"l Using cross-enrollment or referrals to other public benefits

"] Working with IDEA Part B, Section 619 and Part C staff to explore how services
included in a child's IEP or IFSP can be supported and/or provided onsite and in
collaboration with child care services

"1 Providing more intensive case management for families with children with
multiple risk factors;

" Implementing policies and procedures that promote universal design to ensure
that activities and environments are accessible to all children, including children with
sensory, physical, or other disabilities

[Tl Other.
Describe:

3.1.7 Policies and processes for graduated phase-out of assistance at redetermination.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

Lead Agencies are required to provide for a graduated phase-out of assistance for
families whose income has increased above the state's initial income threshold at the
time of redetermination but remains below the federal threshold of 85 percent of the
state median income. Providing a graduated phase-out promotes continuity by allowing
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for wage growth, allows for a tapered transition out of the child care subsidy program as
income increases, and supports long-term self-sufficiency for families.

i. 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size
ii. An amount lower than 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size but above the
Lead Agency's initial eligibility threshold that:

(A) Takes into account the typical household budget of a low-income family
(B) Provides justification that the second eligibility threshold is:

(1) Sufficient to accommodate increases in family income over time that are
typical for low-income workers and that promote and support family
economic stability

(2) Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without
unnecessary disruption.

At redetermination, a child shall be considered eligible if his or her parents are working or
attending a job training or educational program even if their income exceeds the Lead Agency's
income limit to initially qualify for assistance as long as their income does not exceed the
second tier of eligibility (98.21(a); 98.21(b)(1)). Note that once deemed eligible, the family shall
be considered eligible for a full minimum 12-month eligibility period, even if their income
exceeds the second tier of eligibility during the eligibility period, as long as it does not exceed
85 percent of SMI.

A family eligible for services via the graduated phase-out of assistance is considered eligible
under the same conditions as other eligible families with the exception of the copayment
restrictions, which do not apply to a graduated phase-out. To help families transition off of child
care assistance, Lead Agencies may gradually adjust copay amounts for families whose
children are determined eligible under a graduated phase-out and may require additional
reporting on changes in family income. However, Lead Agencies must still ensure that any

additional reporting requirements do not constitute an undue burden on families.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Check and describe the option that best identifies the Lead Agency's policies and
procedures regarding the graduated phase-out of assistance.

"I N/A - The Lead Agency sets its initial eligibility threshold at 85 percent
of SMI and, therefore, is not required to provide a graduated phase-out period.

"I N/A - The Lead Agency sets its exit eligibility threshold at 85 percent of
SMI and, therefore, is not required to provide a graduated phase-out period.
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[¥| The Lead Agency sets the second tier of eligibility at 85 percent of SMI.
Describe the policies and procedures.
Families remain eligible until income is at or above 300% of the FPL, which is
greater than 85% SMI.

Provide the citation for this policy or procedure.

Income eligibility is defined in:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-
30.stm

"] The Lead Agency sets the second tier of eligibility at an amount lower
than 85 percent of SMI for a family of the same size but above the Lead Agency's
initial eligibility threshold.

Provide the second tier of eligibility for a family of three.

Describe how the second eligibility threshold:
I. Takes into account the typical household budget of a low-income family:

ii. Is sufficient to accommodate increases in family income over time that are
typical for low-income workers and that promote and support family economic

stability:

lii. Reasonably allows a family to continue accessing child care services without

unnecessary disruption:

iv. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure:

[l other.
Identify and describe the components that are still pending per the instructions on
CCDF Plan Response Options for Areas where Implementation is Still in Progress

in the Introduction.

3.1.7 b) To help families transition from assistance, does the Lead Agency gradually
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adjust copays for families eligible under the graduated phase-out period?

" No

¥ Yes
I. If yes, describe how the Lead Agency gradually adjusts copays for families under
a graduated phase-out.
Copayments are determined based on income and household size. Copayments
may decrease during an eligibility period but may not increase during an eligibility
period. When eligibility is redetermined, the copayment calculated for the new
eligibility period is permitted to be higher than the previous period's copayment.
Families at or under 100% FPL have a $0 co-pay. Policy can be found here:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-
39.stm

ii. If yes, does the Lead Agency require additional reporting requirements during the
graduated phase-out period? (Note: Additional reporting requirements are also
discussed in section 3.3.3 of the plan.)

"I No.

¥ Yes.

Describe:

Annually, a caretaker receiving publicly funded child care shall submit a re-
determination application, household income verification and supporting
documentation to the county agency for the re-determination of on-going
eligibility. Redetermination guidelines can be found in
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-
37.stm

3.1.8 Fluctuation in earnings.

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate how their processes for initial determination and
redetermination take into account irregular fluctuations in earnings (658E(c)(2)(N)(i)(Il)). The
Lead Agency must put in place policies that ensure that temporary increases in income,
including temporary increases that can result in a monthly income exceeding 85 percent of SMI
(calculated on a monthly basis) from seasonal employment or other temporary work schedules,
do not affect eligibility or family copayments (98.21(c)). Check the processes, if applicable, that
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the Lead Agency uses to take into account irregular fluctuations in earnings and describe, at a
minimum, how temporary increases that result in a monthly income exceeding 85 percent of
SMI (calculated on a monthly basis) do not affect eligibility or family copayments.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

[¥| Average the family's earnings over a period of time (i.e. 12 months).
Describe:
The county agency has flexibility in determining the average monthly income for a
family with fluctuating income. Up to an entire year of income can be averaged.
Directions are found in rule 5101:2-16-34 -
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-34.stm

[T Request earning statements that are most representative of the family's monthly
income.

Describe:

" Deduct temporary or irregular increases in wages from the family's standard
income level.

Describe:

[T other.
Describe:

3.1.9 Lead Agencies are required to have procedures for documenting and verifying that
children receiving CCDF funds meet eligibility criteria at the time of eligibility
determination and redetermination (98.68(c)). Check the information that the Lead
Agency documents and verifies and describe, at a minimum, what information is

required and how often. Check all that apply.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

¥ Applicant identity.
Describe:

Client statement, birth certificate, driver's license, passport are forms of verification
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used at initial application to verify identity

¥ Applicant's relationship to the child.
Describe:
The relationship is verified with a birth certificate or client statement. This is only
required to be verified once.

[¥! Child's information for determining eligibility (e.g., identity, age,
citizen/immigration status).

Describe:

U.S. citizenship must be verified for eligibility determination. Birth certificates or
hospital verification may be used. Verification that child is a qualified alien may also be
documented.

W work.
Describe:
Verification of pay stubs or employer statement used at initial application,
redetermination and when employment changes.

[¥! Job training or educational program.
Describe:
Verification of school schedule and/or grades at initial application and redetermination.

¥ Family income.
Describe:
Verification required for all income at initial application and redetermination.

¥ Household composition.
Describe:

All household members are listed on the initial application and redetermination.

¥ Applicant residence.

Ohio Page 87 of 304



Describe:
Client statement on application and redetermination.

[¥ Other.
Describe:
Verification requirements can be found at
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm
or the application can be found at http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/forms/num/JFS01138

3.1.10 Which strategies, if any, will the Lead Agency use to assure the timeliness of

eligibility determinations upon receipt of applications?
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

¥ Time limit for making eligibility determinations
Describe length of time:
30 days from date of application

"] Track and monitor the eligibility determination process
[T other.
Describe:

"l None

3.1.11 Informing parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception to the individual
penalties associated with the TANF work requirement.

Lead Agencies are required to inform parents who receive TANF benefits about the exception
to the individual penalties associated with the work requirement for any single custodial parent
who has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care for a child younger than age 6
(98.16(v); 98.33(f)).

Lead Agencies must coordinate with TANF programs to ensure that TANF families with young
children will be informed of their right not to be sanctioned if they meet the criteria set forth by
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the state/territory TANF agency in accordance with Section 407(e)(2) of the Social Security Act.

In fulfilling this requirement, the following criteria or definitions are applied by the TANF agency
to determine whether the parent has a demonstrated inability to obtain needed child care.

Note: The TANF agency, not the CCDF Lead Agency, is responsible for establishing the
following criteria or definitions. These criteria or definitions are offered in this Plan as a matter of

public record.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Identify the TANF agency that established these criteria or definitions: Ohio
Department of Job and Family Services

b) Provide the following definitions established by the TANF agency:
"Appropriate child care™:
In determining when good cause exists for nonparticipation with a work requirement
for a work eligible individual, the county agency shall determine when child care is a
necessary supportive service when a single custodial parent caring for a minor child
under age six proves a demonstrated inability for one or more of the following

reasons:

(a)Unavailability of a licensed or certified child care provider within a reasonable
distance from the parent's home or work site. "Reasonable distance" is defined by
each county agency and is based on availability of transportation.

(b)Unavailability or unsuitability of informal child care by a relative or other
arrangements. "Unsuitability of informal child care" is a decision made by the county
agency and is based on information received from the public children services agency
(PCSA) that the PCSA determines is relevant to share with the county agency in order
to protect children pursuant to rule 5101:2-33-21 of the Administrative Code.
(c)Unavailability of appropriate and affordable formal child care arrangements.
"Affordable child care arrangements" means that work eligible individuals are
guaranteed eligibility for child care subsidy with copayments based on family size and
income.

"Reasonable distance™:
"Reasonable distance" is defined by each county agency and is based on availability

of transportation.
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"Unsuitability of informal child care":

"Unsuitability of informal child care" is a decision made by the county agency and is
based on information received from the public children services agency (PCSA) that
the PCSA determines is relevant to share with the county agency in order to protect
children pursuant to rule 5101:2-33-21 of the Administrative Code.

"Affordable child care arrangements™:

"Affordable child care arrangements" means that work eligible individuals are
guaranteed eligibility for child care subsidy with copayments based on family size and
income.

c) How are parents who receive TANF benefits informed about the exception to the
individual penalties associated with the TANF work requirements?

¥ In writing

"] verbally

] Other.
Describe:

d) Provide the citation for the TANF policy or procedure:

OAC 5101:1-3-13(C)(8). It is also on pages 6 and top of page 7 of the JFS 3801 "Ohio
Works First Self-Sufficiency Contract (SSC)". The SSC must be signed according to OAC
5101:1-3-11

3.2 Increasing Access for Vulnerable Children and Families

Lead Agencies are required to give priority for child care assistance to children with special
needs, which can include vulnerable populations, in families with very low incomes and to
children experiencing homelessness (658E(c)(3)(B); 98.46(a)). The prioritization of CCDF
assistance services is not limited to eligibility determination (i.e., the establishment of a waiting
list or the ranking of eligible families in priority order to be served).

Note:
CCDF defines "child experiencing homelessness" as a child who is homeless, as defined in
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Section 725 of Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a) (98.2).

3.2.1 Describe how the Lead Agency defines:
Effective Date: 10/20/2019

a) "Children with special needs":

"Special needs" means providing child care services to a child who is under eighteen
years old who does not function according to age appropriate expectations in one or
more of the following areas of development: social/emotional, cognitive, communication,
perceptual-motor, physical, or behavioral development, or the child has chronic health
issues. The child's delays/conditions affect development to the extent that the child
requires special adaptations, modified facilities, program adjustments or related services
on a regular basis in order to function in an adaptive manner.

UPDATE 12/2019: Effective 10/20/2019, the definition of "special needs" was removed
and replaced with "special needs child care". This is defined as child care provided to a
child who is less than 18 years of age and either has one or more chronic health
conditions or does not meet age appropriate expectations in one or more areas of
development including: social, emotional, cognitive, communicative, perceptual, motor,
physical and behavioral development that may include on a regular basis such services,
adaptations, modifications or adjustments needed to assist in the child's functional
development.

b) "Families with very low incomes™:

Familes with income at or below 100% FPL are defined as very low income and
prioritized. Each family with a monthly income of one hundred percent or less of the
federal poverty level (FPL) shall have a weekly copayment of zero dollars

3.2.2 Describe how the Lead Agency will prioritize or target child care services for the

following children and families.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018
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a) ldentify how services are prioritized for children with special needs. Check all that
apply:
["] Prioritize for enroliment
["] Serve without placing these populations on waiting lists
"] Waive copayments
"] Pay higher rates for access to higher-quality care
"] Use grants or contracts to reserve slots for priority populations
¥ Other.
Describe:
Children with special needs get a 5% enhancement on top of the base rate. If a
program needs to make adjustments to its service delivery model to serve a child
with special needs (ie. add an extra staff member in the room, decrease group size
in the room, etc.), the program can submit documentation to request a 100%
enhancement to its base rate for services provided to that child.

b) Identify how services are prioritized for families with very low incomes. Check all that
apply:

I" Prioritize for enrollment

["] Serve without placing these populations on waiting lists

¥ Waive copayments

"] Pay higher rates for access to higher-quality care

Il Use grants or contracts to reserve slots for priority populations

[l other.

Describe:

c) Identify how services are prioritized for children experiencing homelessness, as
defined by the CCDF. Check all that apply:

I Prioritize for enroliment
["] Serve without placing these populations on waiting lists
¥ Waive copayments

"] Pay higher rates for access to higher-quality care

Ohio Page 92 of 304



"] Use grants or contracts to reserve slots for priority populations

[T other.
Describe:

d) Identify how services are prioritized, if applicable, for families receiving TANF program
funds, those attempting to transition off TANF through work activities, and those at risk of
becoming dependent on TANF (98.16(i)(4)). Check all that apply:

["] Prioritize for enroliment
["] Serve without placing these populations on waiting lists
¥ Waive copayments
"] Pay higher rates for access to higher-quality care
"] Use grants or contracts to reserve slots for priority populations
] Other.
Describe:

3.2.3 List and define any other priority groups established by the Lead Agency.
Children with protective case plans are a priority group. Protective child care is publicly
funded child care services provided to assist in the care and protection of a child. A case
plan, as required in section 2151.412 of the Revised Code shall be prepared and maintained
for the child and caretaker. The case plan shall indicate a need for protective child care to
permit the caretaker to complete requirements of the case plan. Protective child care may be
authorized only for a child who resides in the home of the caretaker for whom the case plan
IS written.

UPDATE May 2020 — As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, Ohio identified workers
providing health, safety and essential services as a priority group to be served in temporary

pandemic child care programs. This prioritization will cease when the Executive Order is
rescinded permitting temporary pandemic child care programs to operate.

Effective Date: 03/18/2020
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3.2.4 Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes services for the additional priority groups
identified in 3.2.3.
Protective cases do not have income or qualifying activity requirements. Copayments are
waived on a case by case basis.

UPDATE May 2020 — Families receiving pandemic child care do not have a copayment.
They must meet income guidelines and have a qualifying activity that provides health, safety
or essential services. Copays will resume when the Executive Order is lifted and temporary
pandemic child care programs cease operation.

Effective Date: 03/18/2020

3.2.5 Lead Agencies are required to expend CCDF funds to (1) permit the enrollment
(after an initial eligibility determination) of children experiencing homelessness while
required documentation is obtained, (2) provide training and TA to child care providers
and the appropriate Lead Agency (or designated entity) staff on identifying and serving
homeless children and families (addressed in section 6), and (3) conduct specific

outreach to homeless families (658E(c)(3); 98.51).
Effective Date: 10/20/2019

a) Describe the procedures to permit the enrollment of children experiencing
homelessness while required documentation is obtained.

Homeless child care is publicly funded child care provided when a caretaker and child
either temporarily reside in a facility providing emergency shelter for homeless families or
are determined by the county agency to be homeless. If the homeless caretaker does not
meet the qualifications pursuant rule 5101:2-16-30(A)(3) which include a work or
education requirement or OWF/SNAP participation, the family shall be determined
eligible for homeless child care without regard to income or assets and the copayment
shall be waived. Homeless child care shall be approved for ninety calendar days or the
period of time that the caretaker and child are homeless, whichever period is shorter. A
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family shall not receive homeless child care more than once in a twelve-month period.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.st

UPDATE 12/2019: A child's eligibility period is 12 months. Beginning 10/20/2019
homeless child care shall be authorized for ninety calendar days. At the end of the 90
days, the family must have a qualifying activity so the county agency can authorize for
child care for the remainder of the eligibility period, or the family can remain identified as
homeless by the county agency who will authorize child care for an additional 90 days.
This allows a homeless family to receive publicly funded child care for more than one 90-
day period.

b) Check, where applicable, the procedures used to conduct outreach for children
experiencing homelessness (as defined by CCDF Rule) and their families.

¥ Lead Agency accepts applications at local community-based locations
¥ Partnerships with community-based organizations

¥ Partnering with homeless service providers, McKinney-Vento liaisons, and
others who work with families experiencing homelessness to provide referrals to
child care

[¥ Other
The application and consumer statement can be found :
http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/forms/num/JFS%2001138/ County agencies across the

88 counties have outreach programs in place to reach homeless families. The child
care resource and referral (CCR&R) agencies have implemented a variety of
methods to be proactive to meet the needs of homeless families including
participating in community events, offering parent education programs, participating
in local task force and non-profit organizational efforts. Additionally, connections
have been established with local shelters, libraries, food/clothing pantry, schools,
food banks, Catholic Charities, YWCA, Head Start, Habitat for Humanity and
housing coalitions to assist families in securing needed resources. Many CCR&Rs
have created and distributed brochures or other forms of communication informing
of their services and have hired staff who focus specifically on outreach to families
including assisting homeless families and children.
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Note: The Lead Agency shall pay any amount owed to a child care provider for services
provided as a result of the initial eligibility determination, and any CCDF payment made
prior to the final eligibility determination shall not be considered an error or improper
payment (98.51(a)(1)(ii)).

3.2.6 Lead Agencies must establish a grace period that allows homeless children and
children in foster care to receive CCDF assistance while providing their families with a
reasonable time to take any necessary actions to comply with immunization and other
health and safety requirements (as described in section 5). The length of such a grace
period shall be established in consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health
agency (658E(c)(2)(I)(i)(1); 98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)).

Note:
Any payment for such a child during the grace period shall not be considered an error or
improper payment (98.41(a)(1)(1))(C)(2)).

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Describe procedures to provide a grace period to comply with immunization and other
health and safety requirements, including how the length of the grace period was
established in consultation with the state, territorial, or tribal health agency for:

Children experiencing homelessness (as defined by Lead Agency's CCDF)
Licensing regulations allow all familes to enroll in a child care program and then
provide a medical statement (including immunizations) within 30 days of the first day
of care. The only information required upon starting care is a short enrollment form
completed by the caretaker/parent

Provide the citation for this policy and procedure.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/5101-2-12-15.stm and
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/Rules/5101-2-13-15.stm

Children who are in foster care.

Licensing regulations allow all familes to enroll in a child care program and then
provide a medical statement (including immunizations) within 30 days of the first day
of care. The only information required upon starting care is a short enrollment form

completed by the caretaker/parent .
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Provide the citation for this policy and procedure.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/5101-2-12-15.stm
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/Rules/5101-2-13-15.stm

b) Describe how the Lead Agency coordinates with licensing agencies and other relevant
state, territorial, tribal, and local agencies to provide referrals and support to help families
with children receiving services during a grace period comply with immunization and
other health and safety requirements (98.41(a)(1)(i)(C)(4)).

County job and family services agencies and the child care resource and referral

agencies have information available to direct families to needed resources.

c) Does the Lead Agency establish grace periods for other children who are not
experiencing homelessness or in foster care?

"I No.

¥ Yes.
Describe:
Licensing regulations allow all familes to enroll in a child care program and then
provide a medical statement (including immunizations) within 30 days of the first
day of care. The only information required upon starting care is a short enrollment

form completed by the caretaker/parent.

3.3 Protection for Working Families

3.3.1 12-Month eligibility.

The Lead Agency is required to establish a minimum 12-month eligibility and redetermination
period, regardless of changes in income (as long as the income does not exceed the federal
threshold of 85 percent of the state median income) or temporary changes in participation in

work, training, or educational activities (658E(c)(2)(N)(i) and (ii)).

This change means that a Lead Agency may not terminate CCDF assistance during the 12-
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month period if a family has an increase in income that exceeds the state's income eligibility
threshold, but not the federal threshold of 85 percent of SMI. The Lead Agency may not
terminate assistance prior to the end of the 12-month period if a family experiences a temporary
job loss or a temporary change in participation in a training or educational activity. A temporary
change in eligible activity includes, at a minimum, any time-limited absence from work for an
employed parent due to such reasons as the need to care for a family member or an illness;
any interruption in work for a seasonal worker who is not working; any student holiday or break
for a parent participating in a training or educational program; any reduction in work, training, or
education hours, as long as the parent is still working or attending a training or educational
program; any other cessation of work or attendance at a training or educational program that
does not exceed 3 months or a longer period of time established by the Lead Agency; a child
turning 13 years old during the 12-month eligibility period (except as described in 3.1.1); and

any changes in residency within the state, territory, or tribal service area.
Effective Date: 03/30/2020

a) Describe the Lead Agency's policies and procedures in implementing the minimum 12-
month eligibility and redetermination requirements, including when a family experiences
a temporary change in activity.

A caretaker, who is currently eligible for child care, shall continue to be eligible if the
county agency has documentation that an approved activity is scheduled to begin within
the thirty-day period. A caretaker, who is currently eligible for child care, shall have child
care continue if the county agency has notification that a qualifying activity has ended.
Authorization for care may continue pursuant to rule 5101:2-16-35.1 of the Administrative
Code, up to thirteen weeks from the date the qualifying activity ends and shall not extend
beyond the current eligibility period.

UPDATE May 2020 - Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, per Child Care Manual
Transmittal Letter (CCMPL) 139 and 140
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/CCMPL/CCMPL-139.stm
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/CCMPL/CCMPL-140.stm
county agencies were notified of the following: All caretakers with eligibility periods set to

expire in March, April, May, June and July were extended 6 months.

b) How does the Lead Agency define "temporary change?'

ODJFS allows up to 13 weeks of job search after a loss of qualifying activity which
includes the end of seasonal employment, a need to care for a family member or a
student holiday or break. A reduction (but not loss) of work or training hours does not

impact eligibility. Children who turn 13 continue to receive publicly funded child care
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through the end of their current certification period. Changes in residence are reported to
the county to ensure the system captures the correct mailing address. If the family moves

to another county, the existing case and documentation is transferred to the new county
with no interruption in services.

c) Provide the citation for this policy and/or procedure.
This policy is defined in Ohio Administrative Code 5101:2-16-30 and is published at:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

3.3.2 Option to discontinue assistance during the 12-month eligibility period.

Lead Agencies have the option, but are not required, to discontinue assistance during the 12-
month eligibility period due to a parent's non-temporary loss of work or cessation of attendance
at a job training or educational program, otherwise known as a parent's eligible activity (i.e., if
the parent experiences a temporary change in his or her status as working or participating in a
training or educational program, as described in section 3.3.1 of the plan).

If the Lead Agency chooses the option to discontinue assistance due to a parent's non-
temporary loss or cessation of eligible activity, it must continue assistance at least at the same
level for a period of not fewer than 3 months after each such loss or cessation for the parent to
engage in a job search and to resume work or resume attendance in a job training or
educational program. At the end of the minimum 3-month period of continued assistance, if the
parent has engaged in a qualifying work, training, or educational program activity with an
income below 85 percent of SMI, assistance cannot be terminated, and the child must continue
receiving assistance until the next scheduled redetermination or, at the Lead Agency option, for
an additional minimum 12-month eligibility period.

Effective Date: 03/30/2020

a) Does the Lead Agency choose to discontinue assistance during the 12-month
eligibility period due to a parent's non-temporary loss or cessation of eligible activity and
offer a minimum 3-month period to allow parents to engage in a job search and to
resume participation in an eligible activity?

"] No, the state/territory does not allow this option to discontinue
assistance during the 12-month eligibility period due to a parent's non-temporary
loss of work or cessation of attendance at a job training or educational program.
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¥ Yes, the Lead Agency discontinues assistance during the 12-month
eligibility period due to a parent's non-temporary loss of work or cessation of
eligible activity and provides a minimum 3-month period of job search. If yes:

i. Provide a summary describing the Lead Agency's policies and procedures for
discontinuing assistance due to a parent's non-temporary change:

A caretaker, who is currently eligible for child care, shall have child care continue
for up to 13 weeks if the county agency has notification that a qualifying activity has
ended in months 1-9 of the 12 month certification period. There is no limit to the
number of times a caretaker my start and stop a qualifying activity and each time
one ends, the caretaker has up to 13 weeks for job search. If the qualifying activity
is lost in months 10-12, the caretaker can continue to receive care until the end of
the certification period. In all cases, the date the activity is lost is used to determine
the start of the job search period.

UPDATE May 2020 - Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, per Child Care Manual
Transmittal Letter (CCMPL) 139 and 140,
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/ CCMPL/CCMPL-139.stm
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/ CCMPL/CCMPL-140.stm
all PFCC cases that are currently scheduled for termination under the thirteen-week

activity gap will have the termination date removed and eligibility extended to the
end of the current twelve-month eligibility period. If any of these cases have
redeterminations due in March, April, May, June and July of 2020, then eligibility
will be extended 6 months.

ii. Describe what specific actions/changes trigger the job-search period.

Once the loss of activity is known to the county agency (typically upon report by
thecaretaker) the thirteen-week activity gap begins with the date the qualifying
activityended (this can be retroactive if the loss is not reported timely).

iii. How long is the job-search period (must be at least 3 months)?

13 weeks

iv. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-
30.stm
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Ohio

b) The Lead Agency may discontinue assistance prior to the next 12-month
redetermination in the following limited circumstances. Check and describe any
circumstances in which the Lead Agency chooses to discontinue assistance prior to the
next 12-month redetermination. Check all that apply.

"] Not applicable.

¥ Excessive unexplained absences despite multiple attempts by the Lead Agency
or designated entity to contact the family and provider, including the prior
notification of a possible discontinuation of assistance.

i. Define the number of unexplained absences identified as excessive:
Caretaker does not use child care services for a period of thirty-one consecutive

days.

UPDATE 12/2019: Beginning 10/20/2019, eligibility is no longer terminated for

unexplained absences.

ii. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-

35.stm

[¥! A change in residency outside of the state, territory, or tribal service
area.

Provide the citation for this policy or procedure:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-30.stm

¥ Substantiated fraud or intentional program violations that invalidate prior
determinations of eligibility.

Describe the violations that lead to discontinued assistance and provide the citation for
this policy or procedure.

Child care caretaker fraud is the willful withholding or falsification of information, or the
misuse of child care services by the caretaker with an intent to deceive or defraud,
resulting in the acceptance of services to which the caretaker was not entitled, as
determined by a court of law or the caretaker's admission. If a caretaker has admitted
to caretaker fraud or has been convicted of fraud by a court of law then the county
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agency must terminate child care benefits and thecaretaker is not eligible for publicly
funded child care until full repayment has been made.

The fraud policy can be found in:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-70.stm

3.3.3 Change reporting during the 12-month eligibility period.

The Lead Agency must describe the requirements for parents to report changes in
circumstances during the 12-month eligibility period and describe efforts to ensure that such
requirements do not place an undue burden on eligible families, which could impact the
continuity of care for children and stability for families receiving CCDF services (98.16(h)(1)).

Note: Responses should exclude reporting requirements for a graduated phase-out, which were
described in question 3.1.7(b).

Families are required to report a change to the Lead Agency at any time during the 12-month
eligibility period if the family's income exceeds 85 percent of the state median income, taking
into account irregular fluctuations in income (98.21(e)(1)). If the Lead Agency chooses the
option to terminate assistance, as described in section 3.3.2 of the plan, they may require
families to report a non-temporary change (as described in section 3.3.3 of the plan) in work,

training or educational activities (otherwise known as a parent's eligible activity).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Does the Lead Agency require families to report a non-temporary change in a parent's
eligible activity?

" No

¥ Yes

b) Any additional reporting requirements during the 12-month eligibility period must be
limited to items that impact a family's eligibility (e.g., income changes over 85 percent of
SMI or that impact the Lead Agency's ability to contact the family or pay the child care
providers (e.g., a family's change of address, a change in the parent's choice of child
care provider).

Check and describe any additional reporting requirements required by the Lead Agency
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during the 12-month eligibility period. Check all that apply.

¥ Additional changes that may impact a family's eligibility during the
12-month period.

Describe:

A caretaker receiving child care benefits shall report to the county agency any
changes which affect the caretaker's eligibility for child care benefits or use of child
care benefits, including the name of the provider the caretaker has chosen, family
income, employment, participation in a program of education or training, household
composition, or if a school-age child changes schools. Income changes are only
required to be reported if the change in income will make the family ineligible for

care.

[¥| Changes that impact the Lead Agency's ability to contact the family.
Describe:
Relocation to another county

"] Changes that impact the Lead Agency's ability to pay child care providers.

Describe:

Any additional reporting requirements that the Lead Agency chooses, as its option to
require from parents during the 12-month eligibility period, shall not require an office
visit. In addition, the Lead Agency must offer a range of notification options to
accommodate families.

c) How does the Lead Agency allow for families to report changes to ensure that
reporting requirements are not burdensome and to avoid an impact on continued
eligibility between redeterminations? Check all that apply.

¥ Phone

¥ Email

"] Online forms

[v¥! Extended submission hours
¥ Postal Mail

¥ FAX

I¥! In-person submission
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[T Other.
Describe:

d) Families must have the option to voluntarily report changes on an ongoing basis
during the 12-month eligibility period. Lead Agencies are required to act on information
reported by the family if it will reduce the family's co-payment or increase the family's
subsidy. Lead Agencies are prohibited from acting on information reported by the family
that would reduce the family's subsidy unless the information reported indicates that the
family's income exceeds 85 percent of SMI after considering irregular fluctuations in
income or, at the option of the Lead Agency, the family has experienced a non-temporary
change in eligible activity.

I. Describe any other changes that the Lead Agency allows families to report.

Ohio does not prohibit families from reporting any information if they believe it may

impact their copayment or increase their benefits.

ii. Provide the citation for this policy or procedure.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-35.stm

http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-35-
1.stm

3.3.4 Prevent the disruption of employment, education, or job training activities

Lead Agencies are required to have procedures and policies in place to ensure that parents
(especially parents receiving assistance under the TANF program) are not required to unduly
disrupt their employment, education, or job training activities to comply with the Lead Agency's
or designated local entity's requirements for the redetermination of eligibility for assistance
(658E(c)(2)(N)(ii); 98.21(d)).

Examples include developing strategies to inform families and their providers of an upcoming
redetermination and the information that will be required of the family, pre-populating subsidy
renewal forms, having parents confirm that the information is accurate, and/or asking only for
the information necessary to make an eligibility redetermination. In addition, states and
territories can offer a variety of family-friendly methods for submitting documentation for
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eligibility redetermination that considers the range of needs for families in accessing support
(e.g. use of languages other than English, access to transportation, accommodation of parents

working non-traditional hours, etc.).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) Identify, where applicable, the Lead Agency's procedures and policies to ensure that
parents (especially parents receiving TANF program funds) do not have their
employment, education, or job training unduly disrupted to comply with the
state/territory's or designated local entity's requirements for the redetermination of
eligibility.

¥ Advance notice to parents of pending redetermination

¥ Advance notice to providers of pending redetermination

¥ Pre-populated subsidy renewal form

"] Online documentation submission

"] Cross-program redeterminations

"] Extended office hours (evenings and/or weekends)

[l Other.

Describe:

b) How are families allowed to submit documentation, described in 3.1.9, for
redetermination? Check all that apply.

¥ Postal Mail

¥ Email

"] Online forms

¥ FAX

I¥! In-person submission

"] Extended submission hours

[T Other.
Describe:
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3.4 Family Contribution to Payments

Lead Agencies are required to establish and periodically revise a sliding-fee scale for CCDF
families that varies based on income and the size of the family to determine each family's
contribution (i.e., co-payment) that is not a barrier to families receiving CCDF funds
(658E(c)(5)). In addition to income and the size of the family, the Lead Agency may use other
factors when determining family contributions/co-payments. Lead Agencies, however, may NOT
use cost of care or amount of subsidy payment in determining copayments (98.45(k)(2)).

Note: To help families transition off of child care assistance, Lead Agencies may gradually
adjust co-pay amounts for families determined to be eligible under a graduated phase-out.
However, section 3.4 applies only to families in their initial/entry eligibility period. See section
3.1.7 Graduated Phase-Out regarding co-pays during the graduated phase-out period.

3.4.1 Provide the CCDF co-payments in the chart below according to family size for one
child in care.
Effective Date: 10/01/2020

a) Fill in the chart based on the most populous area of the State (area serving highest
number of CCDF children).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) ()
Family | Lowest What Is the The Co- | Highest What Is the The Co-
Size Initial or Monthly Co- Payment | Initial or Monthly Co- Payment
First Tier| Payment for a in First Tier| Payment for a in
Income |Family of This Size| Column | Income |[Family of This Size| Column
Level Based on the (b) is Level Based on the (e)is
Where Income Level in What |Beforea| Income Levelin What
Family Is @)? Percenta|Family Is (d)? Percenta
First ge of the No ge of the
Charged Income | Longer Income
Co-Pay in Eligible in
(Greater Column Column
Than $0) (a)? (d)?
1 NA NA NA NA NA NA
2 1438 105.18 7% 4310 1155.07 27%
3 1881 131.97 7% 5430 1454.73 27%
4 2185 159.75 7% 6550 1755.39 27%
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(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

(f)

2558 186.53 7% 7670 2055.06

27%

b) What is the effective date of the sliding-fee scale(s)? 10/01/2020

c) ldentify the most populous area of the state used to complete the chart above.

copayments are not calculated based on residency

d) Provide the link to the sliding-fee scale:

http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/CCMPL/CCMPL-130.stm
e) If the sliding-fee scale is not statewide, describe how many jurisdictions set their own

sliding-fee scale (98.16(i)(3)).
NA

3.4.2 How will the family's contribution be calculated, and to whom will it be applied?

Check all that apply.

Ohio

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

" The fee is a dollar amount and:
"] The fee is per child, with the same fee for each child.
"] The fee is per child and is discounted for two or more children.
"] The fee is per child up to a maximum per family.
"] No additional fee is charged after certain number of children.
[l The fee is per family.

"] The contribution schedule varies because it is set locally/regionally (as
indicated in 1.2.1).

Describe:

" Other.
Describe:

[¥ The fee is a percent of income and:
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"] The fee is per child, with the same percentage applied for each
child.

"] The fee is per child, and a discounted percentage is applied for two or
more children.

[Tl The fee is per child up to a maximum per family.

¥ No additional percentage is charged after certain number of
children.

¥ The fee is per family.

["] The contribution schedule varies because it is set locally/regionally (as
indicated in 1.2.1).

Describe:

[T Other.
Describe:

3.4.3 Does the Lead Agency use other factors in addition to income and family size to
determine each family's co-payment (658E(c)(3)(B))? Reminder ' Lead Agencies may NOT

use cost of care or amount of subsidy payment in determining copayments (98.45(k)(2)).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

¥ No.
[T Yes, check and describe those additional factors below.
" Number of hours the child is in care.

Describe:

"] Lower co-payments for a higher quality of care, as defined by the
state/territory.

Describe:

[T Other.
Describe:
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3.4.4 The Lead Agency may waive contributions/co-payments from families whose
incomes are at or below the poverty level for a family of the same size (98.45(k)) or for
families who are receiving or needing to receive protective services, as determined for
purposes of CCDF eligibility, or who meet other criteria established by the Lead Agency
(98.45(k)(4)). Does the Lead Agency waive family contributions/co-payments for any of

the following? Check all that apply.
Effective Date: 03/18/2020

" No, the Lead Agency does not waive family contributions/co-payments.

¥ Yes, the Lead Agency waives family contributions/co-payments for families with
an income at or below the poverty level for families of the same size.

¥ Yes, the Lead Agency waives family contributions/co-payments for families who
are receiving or needing to receive protective services, as determined by the Lead
Agency for purposes of CCDF eligibility.

Describe the policy and provide the policy citation.
A copay is only required when the caretaker is no longer receiving protective child
care http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-

39.stm..

[V Yes, the Lead Agency waives family contributions/co-payments for other criteria
established by the Lead Agency.

Describe the policy and provide the policy citation.

UPDATE May 2020 - Families receiving pandemic child care do not have a
copayment. This information is included in the payment email sent to each provider
that outlines their weekly payment amount and is included in the temporary guidance
document located here: http://ifs.ohio.gov/cdc/docs/Guidance-for-Temporary-

Pandemic-Child-Care-Programs.pdf where it states "Programs may not charge

families determined eligible for PFCC any additional amounts for pandemic child care
services, this includes not collecting co-payments”. Copays will resume when the
Executive Order is lifted and temporary pandemic child care programs cease

operation.
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4 Ensure Equal Access to Child Care for Low-Income Children

A core purpose of CCDF is to promote parental choice and to empower working parents to
make their own decisions regarding the child care services that best suit their family's needs.
Parents have the option to choose from center-based care, family child care or care provided in
the child's own home In supporting parental choice, the Lead Agencies must ensure that
families receiving CCDF funding have the opportunity to choose from the full range of eligible
child care settings and must provide families with equal access to child care that is comparable
to that of non-CCDF families. Lead Agencies must employ strategies to increase the supply and
to improve the quality of child care services, especially in underserved areas. This section
addresses strategies that the Lead Agency uses to promote parental choice, ensure equal
access, and increase the supply of child care. Note: In responding to questions in this section,
the Office of Child Care (OCC) recognizes that each State/Territory identifies and defines its
own categories and types of care. The OCC does not expect States/Territories to change their
definitions to fit the CCDF-defined categories and types of care. For these questions, provide
responses that closely match the CCDF categories of care.

4.1 Parental Choice in Relation to Certificates, Grants, or Contracts

The parent(s) of each eligible child who receive(s) or is offered financial assistance for child
care services has the option of either receiving a child care certificate or, if available, enrolling
his or her child with a provider that has a grant or contract for providing child care services
(658E(c)(2)(A); 98.30(a)). Even if a parent chooses to enroll his or her child with a provider who
has a grant or contract, the parent will select the provider, to the extent practicable. If a parent
chooses to use a certificate, the Lead Agency shall provide information to the parent on the
range of provider options, including care by sectarian providers and relatives. Lead Agencies
must require providers chosen by families to meet health and safety standards and has the
option to require higher standards of quality. Lead agencies are reminded that any policies and
procedures should not restrict parental access to any type of care or provider (e.g. center care,
home care, in-home care, for-profit provider, non-profit provider or faith-based provider, etc.)
(98.15 (a)(5)).
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4.1.1 Describe the child care certificate, including when it is issued to parents (before or
after the parent has selected a provider) and what information is included on the

certificate (98.16 (q)).
The parent selects the provider as part of the application process. The notice of eligibility
mailed to the provider also includes the mailed notice of authorization. This notice includes
the name of the provider(s) for each child, the category of authorization for each
authorization for each child and the copayment for each authorization for each child.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

4.1.2 Describe how the parent is informed that the child certificate allows the option to
choose from a variety of child care categories, such as private, not-for-profit, faith-based
providers; centers; FCC homes; or in-home providers (658E(c)(2)(A)(i); 658P(2); 658Q).

Check all that apply.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

[ Certificate that provides information about the choice of providers
[ Certificate that provides information about the quality of providers

I Certificate not linked to a specific provider, so parents can choose any
provider

[¥! Consumer education materials on choosing child care
[¥| Referral to child care resource and referral agencies
[T Co-located resource and referral in eligibility offices
¥ Verbal communication at the time of the application
[¥/ Community outreach, workshops, or other in-person activities
[l Other.
Describe:
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4.1.3 Child care services available through grants or contracts.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) In addition to offering certificates, does the Lead Agency provide child care services
through grants or contracts for child care slots (658A(b)(1))? Note: Do not check 'yes' if
every provider is simply required to sign an agreement to be paid in the certificate
program.

I¥! No. If no, skip to 4.1.4.
"] Yes, in some jurisdictions but not statewide.
If yes, describe how many jurisdictions use grants or contracts for child care slots.

[Tl Yes, statewide. If yes, describe:
i. How the Lead Agency ensures that parents who enroll with a provider who has a
grant or contract have choices when selecting a provider:

ii. The type(s) of child care services available through grants or contracts:

iii. The entities that receive contracts (e.g., shared services alliances, CCR&R
agencies, FCC networks, community-based agencies, child care providers):

iv. The process for accessing grants or contracts:

v. How rates for contracted slots are set through grants and contracts:

vi. How the Lead Agency determines which entities to contract with for increasing

supply and/or improving quality:

vii. If contracts are offered statewide and/or locally:

4.1.3 Child care services available through grants or contracts.

b) Will the Lead Agency use grants or contracts for child care services to increase the
supply and/or quality of specific types of care? Check all that apply.
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"] Programs to serve children with disabilities

"] Programs to serve infants and toddlers

"] Programs to serve school-age children

"] Programs to serve children needing non-traditional hour care
"] Programs to serve children experiencing homelessness

"] Programs to serve children in underserved areas

"] Programs that serve children with diverse linguistic or cultural
backgrounds

"] Programs that serve specific geographic areas
" urban
" Rural
[¥ Other
Describe
NA

4.1.3 Child care services available through grants or contracts.

c) Will the Lead Agency use grants or contracts for child care services to increase the
quality of specific types of care? Check all that apply.

"] Programs to serve children with disabilities

"] Programs to serve infants and toddlers

"] Programs to serve school-age children

"] Programs to serve children needing non-traditional hour care
"] Programs to serve homeless children

"] Programs to serve children in underserved areas

"] Programs that serve children with diverse linguistic or cultural
backgrounds

"] Programs that serve specific geographic areas
" urban
" Rural
[¥ Other
Describe
NA
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4.1.4 Certify by describing the Lead Agency's procedures for ensuring that parents have
unlimited access to their children whenever their children are in the care of a provider
who receives CCDF funds (658E(c)(2)(B); 98.16(t)).

Rules require unlimited parental access as a condition of licensing/certification/approval.

Effective Date: 10/01/2018

4.1.5 The Lead Agency must allow for in-home care (i.e., care provided in the child's own
home) but may limit its use (98.16(i)(2)). Will the Lead Agency limit the use of in-home

carein any way?
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

" No.

¥ Yes. If checked, what limits will the Lead Agency set on the use of in-home
care? Check all that apply.

[T Restricted based on minimum the number of children in the care of the
provider to meet the Fair Labor Standards Act (minimum wage) requirements.

Describe:

"] Restricted based on the provider meeting a minimum age requirement. (A
relative provider must be at least 18 years of age based on the definition of eligible
child care provider (98.2).

Describe:

"] Restricted based on the hours of care (i.e., certain number of hours,
non-traditional work hours).

Describe:

"] Restricted to care by relatives.

Describe:
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["] Restricted to care for children with special needs or a medical condition.
Describe:

¥ Restricted to in-home providers that meet additional health and safety
requirements beyond those required by CCDF.

Describe:

In-home aides must be certified by the county department of job and family
services. The certification includes background checks, training requirements, and
annual inspections for health and safety requirements.

¥ Other.
Describe:
In-home aides may only care for the children residing with that caretaker.
Certification is specific not only to the in-home aide but also the caretaker for whom
care is authorized.

4.2 Assessing Market Rates and Child Care Costs

Lead Agencies have the option to conduct a statistically valid and reliable (1) market rate survey
(MRS) reflecting variations in the price to parents of child care services by geographic area,
type of provider, and age of child and/or (2) an alternative methodology, such as a cost
estimation model (658E(c)(4)(B)). A cost estimation model estimates the cost of care by
incorporating both data and assumptions to model what expected costs would be incurred by
child care providers and parents under different cost scenarios. Another approach would be a
cost study that collects cost data at the facility or program level to measure the costs (or inputs
used) to deliver child care services. The MRS or alternative methodology must be developed
and conducted no earlier than 2 years before the date of submission of the Plan.

Note - Any Lead Agency considering using an alternative methodology, instead of a market rate
survey, is required to submit a description of its proposed approach to its ACF Regional Child
Care Program Office for pre-approval in advance of the Plan submittal (see
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/resource/ccdf-acf-pi-2016-08). Advance approval is not required if
the Lead Agency plans to implement both a market rate survey and an alternative methodology.
In its request for ACF pre-approval, a Lead Agency must:
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- Provide an overview of the Lead Agency's proposed approach (e.g., cost estimation model,
cost study/survey, etc.), including a description of data sources.

- Describe how the Lead Agency will consult with the State's Early Childhood Advisory Council
or similar coordinating body, local child care program administrators, local child care resource
and referral agencies, organizations representing child care caregivers, teachers and directors,
and other appropriate entities prior to conducting the identified alternative methodology.

- Describe how the alternative methodology will use methods that are statistically valid and
reliable and will yield accurate results. For example, if using a survey, describe how the Lead
Agency will ensure a representative sample and promote an adequate response rate. If using a
cost estimation model, describe how the Lead Agency will validate the assumptions in the
model.

- If the proposed alternative methodology includes an analysis of costs (e.g., cost estimation
model or cost study/survey), describe how the alternative methodology will account for key
factors that impact the cost of providing care'such as: staff salaries and benefits, training and
professional development, curricula and supplies, group size and ratios, enrollment levels,
licensing requirements, quality level, facility size, and other factors.

- Describe how the alternative methodology will provide complete information that captures the
universe of providers in the child care market.

- Describe how the alternative methodology will reflect variations by provider type, age of
children, geographic location and quality.

- Describe how the alternative methodology will use current, up to date data.

- Describe the estimated reporting burden and cost to conduct the approach.

4.2.1 Please identify the methodology(ies) used below to assess child care prices and/or

costs.
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

¥ MRS
[ Alternative methodology.
Describe:
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" Both.
Describe:

4.2.2 Prior to developing and conducting the MRS or alternative methodology, the Lead
Agency is required to consult with the (1) State Advisory Council or similar coordinating
body, local child care program administrators, local child care resource and referral
agencies, and other appropriate entities and (2) organizations representing caregivers,
teachers, and directors (98.45 (e)).

Describe how the Lead Agency consulted with the:
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

a) State Advisory Council or similar coordinating body:

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services captured feedback through the Early
Childhood Advisory Council (SAC) and the Child Care Advisory Council which includes
representation of parents, family child care providers, child care center providers,
community advocates, county agency staff, child care resource and referral agency staff
and staff from partnering state agencies. An overview of the proposed survey tool and
methodology was given. Comments were incorporated into the survey content.

b) Local child care program administrators:

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services captured feedback through the Child
Care Advisory Council which includes representation of parents, family child care
providers, child care center providers, community advocates, county agency staff, child
care resource and referral agency staff and staff from partnering state agencies. An
overview of the proposed survey tool and methodology was given. Comments were
incorporated into the survey content.

c) Local child care resource and referral agencies:

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services captured feedback through the Child
Care Advisory Council which includes representation of parents, family child care
providers, child care center providers, community advocates, county agency staff, child
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care resource and referral agency staff and staff from partnering state agencies. An
overview of the proposed survey tool and methodology was given. Comments were
incorporated into the survey content.

d) Organizations representing caregivers, teachers, and directors:
NA

e) Other. Describe:
NA

4.2.3 Describe how the market rate survey is statistically valid and reliable. To be
considered valid and reliable, the MRS must represent the child care market, provide
complete and current data, use rigorous data collection procedures, reflect geographic
variations, and analyze data in a manner that captures other relevant differences. For
example, market rate surveys can use administrative data, such as child care resource
and referral data, if they are representative of the market. If an alternative methodology,
such as cost modeling, is used, demonstrate that the methodology used reliable
methods.
The Ohio State University conducted the survey. OSU conducted a census of all programs
licensed by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services(ODJFS) and analyzed the
results. In addition, a control group was asked to submit their private pay rate sheets to
compare to their survey answers; these rate sheets and surveys were also compared to the
rates that this control group entered into the ODJFS Provider Portal as required by policy.
The quality assurance effort was used to determine if the survey results were valid.

Response rates were received from Child Care Centers and Type A and B Family Child Care
Providers. Ohio had an overall response rate of 36.92%. Of the 2,214 rates that could be
compared (across all age and attendance categories), the overall median error rate was 0%,
with a mean error rate of 14.25% for providers who submitted a rate sheet and completed
the survey. For rates taken from the child care provider portal and survey, of the 2,637 rates
that could be compared, the overall median error rate was 0%, with a mean error rate of
3.63%. The third comparison included rates from the Ohio Child Care Resource and Referral
Association and survey results; of the 3,042 rates, the overall median error rate is 0%, with a

Ohio Page 118 of 304



mean error rate of 20.33%.

Rates based on the age of the child and the length of time in care vary from county to county
due to population and economic conditions. The Market Rate Survey utilized counties as the
basic provider grouping factor, and then the counties were placed into groups where the rate
structure for the counties within a group were similar, but the rate structure for the counties in
separate groups were different. This method was repeated for the 2008, 2010, 2012, and
2014 studies.

Update 09/2019: Strategic Research Group (SRG), an independent third-party vendor,
conducted the 2019 Market Rate Survey (MRS). SRG conducted a survey of all programs
licensed by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services and programs that are licensed
by the Ohio Department of Education who have a provider agreement.

Response rates for the 2019 survey compared to the 2016 MRS were significantly higher.

Final survey response rates were as follows:
- 62.5 percent for child care centers,
- 45.4 percent for Type A family child care providers, and
- 38.0 percent for Type B family child care providers.

The total response rate for the 2019 MRS was 52.5 percent, compared to 36.92 percent from
the 2016 survey.

Unlike previous MRS results, the percentiles presented in the 2019 report are based on:
- Actual,
- Weighted, and
- Unsubsidized rates from the MRS data.

In previous MRSs, normal distributions were calculated from the weighted means and
standard deviations of the subgroups. The 2019 MRS produced at least ten providers in
each subgroup, making limited percentile distributions possible. Prior MRS have utilized a
county-based approach to constructing market rate groups. In those analyses, counties with
similar rate structures are grouped together. This strategy has been used since the 2004
MRS and was used again for the 2019 analysis.

Effective Date: 06/20/2019
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4.2.4 Describe how the market rate survey or alternative methodology reflects variations

in the price or cost of child care services by:
Effective Date: 0

a) Geographic area (e.g., statewide or local markets). Describe:
Ohio has 88 counties; four groupings were established with similar payment points.

b) Type of provider. Describe:
center, family child care homes

c) Age of child. Describe:
infant, toddler, preschool and school-age

d) Describe any other key variations examined by the market rate survey or alternative
methodology, such as quality level.
Summer school age

4.2.5 After conducting the market rate survey or alternative methodology, the Lead
Agency must prepare a detailed report containing the results of the MRS or alternative
methodology. The detailed report must also include the estimated cost of care (including
any relevant variation by geographic location, category of provider, or age of child)
necessary to support (1) child care providers' implementation of the health, safety,
guality, and staffing requirements and (2) higher quality care, as defined by the Lead
Agency using a quality rating and improvement system or other system of quality
indicators, at each level of quality. For States without a QRIS, the States may use other
guality indicators (e.g. provider status related to accreditation, pre-K standards, Head

Start performance standards, or State defined quality measures.)
Effective Date: 06/20/2019

Describe how the Lead Agency made the results of the market rate survey or alternative
methodology report widely available to the public (98.45(f)(1)). by responding to the
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questions below.

a) Date of completion of the market rate survey or alternative methodology (must be no
earlier than July 1, 2016, and no later than July 1, 2018). 07/27/2016 & 06/20/2019

b) Date the report containing results was made widely available - no later than 30 days
after the completion of the report. 01/11/2017 & 06/25/2019

c) Describe how the Lead Agency made the detailed report containing results widely
available and provide the link where the report is posted.

A Really Simple Syndication (RSS) Feed notified individuals that the survey results were
posted here http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/BCCD.stm for both the 2016 and 2019 surveys.

d) Describe how the Lead Agency considered stakeholder views and comments in the
detailed report.

An overview of the survey findings were reviewed by the vendor at the Child Care
Advisory Council and the Early Childhood Advisory Council where stakeholder comments
were presented for both the 2016 and 2019 surveys.

4.3 Setting Payment Rates

The Lead Agency must set CCDF subsidy payment rates, in accordance with the results of the
current MRS or alternative methodology, at a level to ensure equal access for eligible families to
child care services that are comparable with those provided to families not receiving CCDF
funds. The Lead Agency must re-evaluate its payment rates at least every 3 years.

4.3.1 Provide the base payment rates and percentiles (based on the most recent MRS) for
the following categories below. Percentiles are not required if the Lead Agency
conducted an alternative methodology only (with pre-approval from ACF), but must be
reported if the Lead Agency conducted an MRS alone or in combination with an
alternative methodology. The ages and types of care listed below are meant to provide a
snapshot of the categories on which rates can be based and are not intended to be
comprehensive of all categories that might exist or to reflect the terms used by the Lead
Agency for particular ages. Please use the most populous geographic region (area
serving highest number of CCDF children) to report base payment rates below, if they
are not statewide. Note: If the Lead Agency obtained approval to conduct an alternative

Ohio Page 121 of 304



methodology, then reporting of percentiles is not required.
Effective Date: 07/21/2019

a) Infant (6 months), full-time licensed center care in the most populous geographic
region

Rate $ 210.00 per week unit of time (e.qg., daily, weekly, monthly)

Percentile of most recent MRS: 25

b) Infant (6 months), full-time licensed FCC home in the most populous geographic
region

Rate $ 143.29 per week unit of time (e.qg., daily, weekly, monthly)

Percentile of most recent MRS: 25

c) Toddler (18 months), full-time licensed center care in the most populous geographic
region

Rate $ 188.05 per week unit of time (e.qg., daily, weekly, monthly)

Percentile of most recent MRS: 25

d) Toddler (18 months), full-time licensed FCC care in the most populous geographic
region

Rate $ 143.79 per week unit of time (e.qg., daily, weekly, monthly)

Percentile of most recent MRS: 25

e) Preschooler (4 years), full-time licensed center care in the most populous geographic
region

Rate $ 164.51 per week unit of time (e.qg., daily, weekly, monthly)

Percentile of most recent MRS: 25

f) Preschooler (4 years), full-time licensed FCC care in the most populous geographic
region

Rate $ 123.50 per week unit of time (e.qg., daily, weekly, monthly)

Percentile of most recent MRS: 25

g) School-age child (6 years), full-time licensed center care in most populous geographic
region
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Rate $ 93.46 per week unit of time (e.qg., daily, weekly, monthly, etc.)
Percentile of most recent MRS: 25

h) School-age child (6 years), full-time licensed FCC care in the most populous
geographic region
Rate $ 100.00 per week unit of time (e.qg., daily, weekly, monthly)

Percentile of most recent MRS: 25

i) Describe how part-time and full-time care were defined and calculated.

Part-time is defined as 7 hours to less than 25 hours and full-time care is defined as 25
hours to 60 hours.

J) Provide the effective date of the current payment rates (i.e., date of last update based
on most recent MRS). 07/09/2016 7/21/2019

k) Identify the most populous area of the state used to complete the responses above.

Franklin county

[) Provide the citation or link, if available, to the payment rates.
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/pdf/pdf-forms/2-16-41APXA.PDF update
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/CCMPL/CCMPL-128.stm

m) If the payment rates are not set by the Lead Agency for the entire state/territory,
describe how many jurisdictions set their own payment rates (98.16(i)(3)).
NA

4.3.2 Lead Agencies can choose to establish tiered rates, differential rates, or add-ons on
top of their base rates as a way to increase payment rates for targeted needs (i.e., a
higher rate for special needs children as both an incentive for providers to serve children
with special needs and as a way to cover the higher costs to the provider to provide care
for special needs children).

Check and describe the types of tiered reimbursement or differential rates, if any, the Lead
Agency has chosen to implement. In the description of any tiered rates or add-ons, at a
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minimum, indicate the process and basis used for determining the tiered rates, including if the
rates were based on the MRS and/or an alternative methodology, and the amount of the rate.

Check all that apply.
Effective Date: 03/25/2020

[¥| Differential rate for non-traditional hours.
Describe:
5% enhancement to the base rate

[ Differential rate for children with special needs, as defined by the
state/territory.

Describe:

Children with special needs get a 5% enhancement on top of the base rate. If a program
needs to make adjustments to their service delivery model to serve a child with special
needs (ie. add an extra staff member in the room, decrease group size in the room, etc.),
the program can submit documentation to request a 100% enhancement to their base
rate for services provided to that child.

[¥! Differential rate for infants and toddlers. Note: Do not check if the
Lead Agency has a different base rate for infants/toddlers with no separate bonus or
add-on.

Describe:
Ohio sets rates for each age group, with a separate base rate for infants and another
base rate for toddlers.

[ Differential rate for school-age programs. Note: Do not check if the
Lead Agency has a different base rate for school-age children with no separate bonus
or add-on.

Describe:

[¥! Differential rate for higher quality, as defined by the state/territory.

Describe:

Programs participating in Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) have a base rate that is 4% higher
than the non-rated base rate. This SUTQ base rate is used as the base for calculating
the SUTQ enhancements for each of the five-star rating level and are as follows: 1-star:
5%; 2-star: 18%; 3-star: 21%; 4-star: 29%; and 5-star: 35%.
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[¥! Other differential rates or tiered rates.
Describe:
Accredited programs get 10% enhancement to the base rate.

UPDATE May 2020 - The temporary pandemic child care programs are paid based on
provider type and age of child at the weekly five-star rate in the highest payment
category for enrolled publicly funded children which ranges from the 75th- the 95th
percentile of the MRS Rates can be found here: http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/docs/Guidance-

for-Temporary-Pandemic-Child-Care-Programs.pdf Temporary pandemic child care rates

will be discontinued when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care

operations to resume.

"] Tiered or differential rates are not implemented.

4.4 Summary of Facts Used To Determine That Payment Rates Are Sufficient To
Ensure Equal Access

4.4.1 Lead Agencies must certify that CCDF payment rates are sufficient to ensure equal
access for eligible families to child care services comparable to those provided by
families not receiving CCDF assistance (98.16(a)). Certify that payment rates reported in
4.3.1 are sufficient to ensure equal access by providing the following summary of facts

(98.45(b)):
Effective Date: 07/21/2019

a) Describe how a choice of the full range of providers eligible to receive CCDF is made
available; the extent to which eligible child care providers participate in the CCDF
system; and any barriers to participation, including barriers related to payment rates and

practices.

1. Ohio has policy in place to license child care centers, small family child care homes,
large family child care homes, approved day camps and certified in-home aides.
This allows a family to choose the most appropriate provider type for their child and
family. Providers can choose to participate in publicly funded child care(PFCC). The
same licensing requirements apply to PFCC providers and non-PFCC providers
with the exception of approved versus registered day camps. Because of the
policies and outreach conducted, as of March 2018 Ohio has over 7,000 licensed
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Ohio

providers and over 5,500 of those licensed have agreements to serve publicly
funded child care. These numbers do not account for the family child care homes
that are exempt and care for six or fewer children. Over the last year ODJFS has
not had any calls to the customer service desk with concerns about the availability
of providers, or that they could not find a provider in their community. However, we
do hear some common barriers/concerns from providers to maintain licensure or to
obtain licensure which include: the requirement for PFCC providers to participate in
SUTQ by 2020, the cost of doing business and reimbursement rates and the
requirement to use technology through the swipe system or through the new
licensing system, Ohio Child Licensing Quality System. Recognizing these barriers
and concerns ODJFS has been working to provide items such as curricula and
assessments, support to obtain Child Development Associates' credentials, has
revamped the serious risk non-compliance matrix to determine when providers lose
or have stars removed and Ohio continues to look for new areas to provide
improvement or to ease burden. However, even with these supports there is more
to be done.

Additionally, depending on the providers area of residence and the business choices
made, the payment rates are still a concern to providers/owners. In Ohio's largest
payment category (serving over 50% of children receiving PFCC) for Centers the base
rate ranges between the 15th to 20th percentile where the 5-star payment ranges
between the 40th for school age to the 85th for infants.

Update 09/2019: Beginning July 21, 2019, all child care base rates are at or above the
25th percentile of the 2019 MRS. This change was a result of the 2019 MRS results, the
federal guidance requiring base rates to be at or above the 25th percentile and the state
fiscal years 2020/2021 budget language which ensures that no county moves to a
payment category with a lower reimbursement rate than the one in effect for the county
on January 1, 2019.

b) Describe how payment rates are adequate and have been established based on the
most recent MRS or alternative methodology . Note: Per the preamble (81 FR 67512),

in instances where a MRS or alternative methodology indicates that prices or costs have
increased, Lead Agencies must raise their rates as a result.

As a result of the 2016 market rate survey Ohio consolidated payment categories from 5
(A/B, C, D, E & F) to 3. The MRS assists the state in setting subsidy rates high enough to
ensure access to child care for low-income families but low enough that prices are not
inflated and the cost to taxpayers is not excessive. It also helps develop reasonable
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estimates of the distribution of unsubsidized rates that Ohio child care providers charge
the general public and assists in identifying counties where rates are similar and should
be paid accordingly. It does not establish the rate, but provides information as to where
the rate set by the state falls in the market. The market rate survey from 2016
recommended 38 counties move into higher payment categories. Effective December 2,
2018, these 38 counties were moved into higher payment categories as recommended
by the 2016 market rate survey.

Update 09/2019: Beginning July 21, 2019, all child care base rates are at or above the
25th percentile of the 2019 MRS. This change was a result of the 2019 MRS results, the
federal guidance requiring base rates to be at or above the 25th percentile and the state
fiscal years 2020/2021 budget language which ensures that no county moves to a
payment category with a lower reimbursement rate than the one in effect for the county
on January 1, 2019.

c) Describe how base payment rates enable providers to meet health, safety, quality, and
staffing requirements under CCDF.

In addition to the consolidated base rate categories that resulted in increases to the prior
two lowest paid categories, Ohio pays an increased base rate of 4% for all programs
participating in SUTQ. The increased base rate gives the program additional funding to
apply toward structural, staffing and programming needs.

d) Describe how the Lead Agency took the cost of higher quality into account, including
how payment rates for higher-quality care, as defined by the Lead Agency using a QRIS
or other system of quality indicators, relate to the estimated cost of care at each level of
guality. Note: For States without a QRIS, the States may use other quality indicators (e.g.
provider status related to accreditation, Pre-K standards, Head Start performance
standards, or State defined quality measures).

Ohio worked with Ann Mitchell and providers utilizing the PCQC to determine the cost of
higher quality. In September 2016 Ohio increased base rate payments for all Step Up To
Quality providers by 4%. In addition to the four percent base increase highly rated

providers (3-, 4- or 5-star rated) received the following payment enhancement increases:
- Three-star rated programs went from 18% to 21%
- Four-star rated programs went from 25% to 29%
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- Five-star rated programs went from 31% to 35%
When comparing Ohio's payment rates for programs participating in SUTQ at a 5 star to
the 2016 market rate survey payment rates range as outlined below:
Centers: 40th percentile for school age to the 95th percentile for infants/toddlers.
Type A: 40th percentile for school age to the 95th percentile for infants.
Type B: 50th percentile for school age to the 95th percentile for infants.

These percentiles far exceed the recommended 75th percentile and targets our most
vulnerable age categories allowing more providers to receive the financial support
needed to operate at higher levels of quality thereby reducing the barriers in place for

families to find quality care.

Update 09/2019: Beginning July 21, 2019, all child care base rates are at or above the
25th percentile of the 2019 MRS. This change was a result of the 2019 MRS results, the
federal guidance requiring base rates to be at or above the 25th percentile and the state
fiscal years 2020/2021 budget language which ensures that no county moves to a
payment category with a lower reimbursement rate than the one in effect for the county
on January 1, 2019.

e) How will the Lead Agency ensure that the family contribution/co-payment, based on a
sliding-fee scale, is affordable and is not a barrier to families receiving CCDF funds
(98.16 (k))? Check all that apply.

¥ Limit the maximum co-payment per family.
Describe: .
The family copayment is calculated on a sliding fee scale. Families below 100%
FPL pay no copayment. Families between 101% - 200% increase from 7% of their
income to 8.75% of income. After 200% FPL, the copayment increases more
dramatically, capping out at 27% of income for 295% and 300% FPL.

I"] Limit the combined amount of co-payment for all children to a percentage of
family income. List the percentage of the co-payment limit and

¥ Minimize the abrupt termination of assistance before a family can afford
the full cost of care (‘the cliff effect’) as part of the graduated phase-out of
assistance discussed in 3.1.7.
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Families over 200% FPL pay a larger portion of their income for child care, starting
at 9% and capping out at 27% of income for 295% and 300% FPL. These
copayments are closer to the amount per child the families will pay once they are
no longer eligible for publicly funded child care.

[T Other.
Describe:

f) To support parental choice and equal access to the full range of child care options,
does the Lead Agency choose the option to allow providers to charge families additional
amounts above the required co-payment in instances where the provider's price exceeds
the subsidy payment (98.45(b)(5))?

¥ No

[T Yes. If yes:
i. Provide the rationale for the Lead Agency's policy to allow providers to charge
families additional amounts above the required co-payment, including a
demonstration of how the policy promotes affordability and access for families.

ii. Provide data (including data on the size and frequency of such amounts) on the
extent to which CCDF providers charge additional amounts to families.

iii. Describe the Lead Agency's analysis of the interaction between the additional
amounts charged to families with the required family co-payment, and the ability of
current subsidy payment rates to provide access to care without additional fees.

g) Describe how Lead Agencies' payment practices described in 4.5 support equal
access to a range of providers.

Providers can access payment information via the automated time, attendance and
payment (TAP) system. Payments are made via electronic fund transfer to the provider's
reported bank account. Families who are receiving publicly funded child care are
required to record their child's attendance in the automated system which results in
payment to the provider.

Payment is issued timely, once a child is authorized and care is received, in one of the
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following categories:

1) hourly rate is paid for services provided from 1-6.9 hours (hourly authorization
category)

2) part time rate is paid for services provided from 7 - 24.9 hours (part time authorization
category)

3) full time rate is paid for services provided from 25 to 60 hours (full time authorization
category)

4) full time plus is paid for services over 60 hours and is the full time rate plus the hourly
rate for time over 60 hours (full time plus authorization category)

Ohio has these 4 payment categories for each setting. If a child is in care for fewer hours
then the authorized category, the payment is issued based on the time the child is in
care. ODJFS also provides for an enhanced payment rate for programs serving special
needs children or programs operating during non-traditional hours.

Per Ohio Administrative Code, child care private pay rates must be reported to the state

in the provider portal. More than 70% of centers and family child care homes reported an
hourly rate. Eighty-five percent of children in Ohio have a full-time authorization and less
than 1% have an hourly authorization.

The intent of the "hourly" category of authorization is for the following types of situations:

1. A child has a full time or part time authorization to a primary provider and needs a
second provider for just a few hours a week.

2. The child needs just before or just after school care each week.

3. The parent is self-employed and the authorization is determined by dividing income
by federal minimum wage (income left after deducting work expenses). Often the
reported income is so low that only a few hours can be authorized.

4. Wrap-around care for Head Start. Ohio does not layer funds but does allow
providers to do wrap-around care to supplement the Head Start day. This is similar
to the before/after care scenario - sometimes only a few hours are left unpaid in the
day and child care can make up that difference.

h) Describe how and on what factors the Lead Agency differentiates payment rates.
Check all that apply.

I¥! Geographic area.
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Ohio

Describe:
The payment categories are based on county location of the provider

¥ Type of provider.
Describe:
The payment amount is based on provider type. Center and Type A providers have

the same base rates. Type B providers have a different base rate.

¥ Age of child.
Describe:
Categories of payment are defined by infant, toddler, preschool, school-age and

summer school-age

¥ Quality level.
Describe:
Step Up To Quality(SUTQ) rated programs receive an increased base rate of 4%.
This SUTQ base rate is used as the base for calculating the SUTQ enhancements
for each of the five-star rating level and are as follows: 1-star: 5%; 2-star: 18%; 3-
star: 21%; 4-star: 29%; and 5-star: 35%. Additionally, accredited programs receive

a 10% enhancement to the base rate.

¥ Other.
Describe:
UPDATE May 2020 - Pandemic child care rates are not set by category of
attendance or quality level. The temporary pandemic child care programs are paid
based on the location of the provider, provider type and age of child at the full-time
weekly five-star rate for enrolled publicly funded children which ranges from the
75th- the 95th percentile of the MRS. Rates can be found here:
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/docs/Guidance-for-Temporary-Pandemic-Child-Care-

Programs.pdf Temporary pandemic child care rates will be discontinued when the
Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care operations to resume

i) Describe any additional facts that the Lead Agency considered in determining its
payment rates to ensure equal access. Check all that apply and describe:
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"] Payment rates are set at the 75th percentile benchmark or higher of the
most recent MRS.

Describe:

"] Based on the approved alternative methodology, payments rates ensure equal
access.

Describe:

"] Feedback from parents, including parent surveys or parental complaints.
Describe:

[T other.
Describe:

4.5 Payment Practices and the Timeliness of Payments

Lead Agencies are required to demonstrate that they have established payment practices
applicable to all CCDF child care providers that include ensuring the timeliness of payments by
either (1) paying prospectively prior to the delivery of services or (2) paying within no more than
21 calendar days of the receipt of a complete invoice for services. To the extent practicable, the
Lead Agency must also support the fixed costs of providing child care services by delinking
provider payments from a child's occasional absences by (1) paying based on a child's
enrollment rather than attendance, (2) providing full payment if a child attends at least 85
percent of the authorized time, (3) providing full payment if a child is absent for 5 or fewer days
in a month, or (4) using an alternative approach for which the Lead Agency provides a
justification in its Plan (658E(c)(2)(S)(ii); 98.45(1)(2)).

Lead Agencies are required to use CCDF payment practices that reflect generally accepted
payment practices of child care providers who serve children who do not receive CCDF-funded
assistance. Unless a Lead Agency is able to demonstrate that the following policies are not
generally accepted in its particular state, territory, or service area or among particular
categories or types of providers, Lead Agencies must (1) pay providers based on established
part-time or full-time rates rather than paying for hours of service or smaller increments of time
and (2) pay for reasonable, mandatory registration fees that the provider charges to private-
paying parents (658E(c)(2)(S); 98.45(1)(3)).
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In addition, there are certain other generally accepted payment practices that are required.
Lead Agencies are required to ensure that child care providers receive payment for any
services in accordance with a payment agreement or an authorization for services, ensure that
child care providers receive prompt notice of changes to a family's eligibility status that could
impact payment, and establish timely appeal and resolution processes for any payment
inaccuracies and disputes (98.45(1)(4) through (6); 658E(c)(2)(S)(ii); 98.45(1)(4); 98.45(1)(5);
98.45(1)(6)).

4.5.1 Certify by identifying and describing the payment practices below that the Lead

Agency has implemented for all CCDF child care providers.
Effective Date: 12/11/2020

a) Ensure the timeliness of payments by either (Lead Agency to implement at least one
of the following):

"] Paying prospectively prior to the delivery of services.
Describe the policy or procedure.
NA

UPDATE May 2020 - Temporary pandemic programs must submit enroliment
information to ODJFS. Payment is based on enrollment and is issued within 21

calendars days of receiving the complete enroliment information.

I¥| Paying within no more than 21 calendar days of the receipt of a complete
invoice for services.

Describe the policy or procedure.

Providers must ensure that the caretakers have tracked attendance for payment within
four-weeks of services being provided and are responsible for submitting the
attendance. If the attendance is not submitted, the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services automatically pulls the attendance for payment. Payment processing is
approximately one week and then payments are electronically transferred to the

provider's identified bank account.
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b) To the extent practicable, support the fixed costs of providing child care services by
delinking provider payments from a child's occasional absences by: (Note: The Lead
Agency is to choose at least one of the following):

"] Paying based on a child's enrollment rather than attendance.
Describe the policy or procedure.
NA

I¥! Providing full payment if a child attends at least 85 percent of the
authorized time.

Describe the policy or procedure.
Ohioprovides full payment when a child attends at least 41% of the time for a full-time
category of authorization and 28% of the time for a part-time category of authorization.

"] Providing full payment if a child is absent for five or fewer days in a
month.

Describe the policy or procedure.
NA

[¥| Use an alternative approach for which the Lead Agency provides a
justification in its Plan.

If chosen, please describe the policy or procedure and the Lead Agency's justification
for this approach.
NA

UPDATE May 2020 - Effective March 13, 2020 Rule 5101:2-16-10 "Payment rates
and procedures for providers of publicly funded childcare services"created twenty-one
pandemic days per fiscal year. A pandemic day is a day the provider is closed in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In-home aides may not claim pandemic days.
The addition of pandemic days allowed programs to close and continue receiving
payment, in lieu of children staying home and utilizing all absent days allotted to a

family.
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UPDATE May 2020 - Effective March 13, 2020, Rule 5101:2-16-10 "Payment rates
and procedures for providers of publicly funded childcare services" was amended to
increase the number of absent days from ten days per six months to twenty days per

six months.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 18, 2020, a closure payment was established that
reflected a historical weekly payment for child care programs that were required by the
Ohio Department of Health to close. This established amount is paid to the program
weekly for the duration of the closure, or as longs as funds allow. This is an average
payment to the program and is not a child level payment. These payments will cease

when the Executive Order is lifted and normal child care operations resume.

Update July 2020 -Effective May 29, 2020 Rule 5101:2-16-10 "Payment rates and
procedures for providers of publicly funded childcare services" updated the
requirements for the twenty-one pandemic days per fiscal year. A pandemic day is a
day the provider is closed under the direction of the local health department in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The addition of pandemic days allowed
programs to close and continue receiving payment, in lieu of children staying home
and utilizing all absent days allotted to a family.

UPDATE September 2020 - Effective August 25, 2020 Rule 5101:2-16-10 "Payment
rates and procedures for providers of publicly funded childcare services" was
emergency filed to continue to allow for twenty-one pandemic days per fiscal year. A
pandemic day is a day the provider is closed under the direction of the local health
department in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The addition of pandemic days
allowed programs to close and continue receiving payment, in lieu of children staying

home and utilizing all absent days allotted to a family.

UPDATE September 2020 - Effective August 25, 2020, Rule 5101:2-16-10 "Payment
rates and procedures for providers of publicly funded childcare services" was
amended to continue to allow 20 absent days per six-month period.

UPDATE February 2021 -Effective December 11, 2020 Rule 5101:2-16-10 "Payment

rates and procedures for providers of publicly funded childcare services" was

amended to continue to allow for thirty-five pandemic days per fiscal year. A pandemic
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day is a day the provider is closed under the direction of the local health department in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The addition of pandemic days allowed
programs to close and continue receiving payment, in lieu of children staying home
and utilizing all absent days allotted to a family.

UPDATE February 2021- Effective December 11, 2020, Rule 5101:2-16-10 "Payment
rates and procedures for providers of publicly funded childcare services" was
amended to continue to allow 20 absent days per six-month period.

c) The Lead Agency's payment practices reflect generally accepted payment practices of
child care providers who serve children who do not receive CCDF subsidies. These
payment practices must include the following two practices unless the Lead Agency
provides evidence that such practices are not generally accepted in its state
(658E(c)(2)(S); 98.45(1)(3)).

i. Paying on a part-time or full-time basis (rather than paying for hours of service or
smaller increments of time).

Describe the policy or procedure and include a definition of the time increments (e.qg.,
part time, full-time).

Providers can access payment information via the automated time, attendance and
payment (TAP) system. Payments are made via electronic fund transfer to the
provider's reported bank account. Families who are receiving publicly funded child
care are required to record their child's attendance in the automated system which
results in payment to the provider.

Payment is issued timely, once a child is authorized and care is received, in one of the
following categories:

1) hourly rate is paid for services provided from 1-6.9 hours (hourly authorization
category)

2) part time rate is paid for services provided from 7 - 24.9 hours (part time
authorization category)

3) full time rate is paid for services provided from 25 to 60 hours (full time

authorization category)
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4) full time plus is paid for services over 60 hours and is the full time rate plus the
hourly rate for time over 60 hours (full time plus authorization category)

Ohio has these 4 payment categories for each setting. If a child is in care for fewer
hours then the authorized category, the payment is issued based on the time the child
is in care. ODJFS also provides for an enhanced payment rate for programs serving
special needs children or programs operating during non-traditional hours.

Per Ohio Administrative Code, child care private pay rates must be reported to the
state in the provider portal. More than 70% of centers and family child care homes
reported an hourly rate. Eighty-five percent of children in Ohio have a full-time
authorization and less than 1% have an hourly authorization.

The intent of the "hourly" category of authorization is for the following types of

situations:

1. A child has a full time or part time authorization to a primary provider and needs
a second provider for just a few hours a week.

2. The child needs just before or just after school care each week.

3. The parent is self-employed and the authorization is determined by dividing
income by federal minimum wage (income left after deducting work expenses).
Often the reported income is so low that only a few hours can be authorized.

4. Wrap-around care for Head Start. Ohio does not layer funds but does allow
providers to do wrap-around care to supplement the Head Start day. This is
similar to the before/after care scenario - sometimes only a few hours are left
unpaid in the day and child care can make up that difference.

ii. Paying for reasonable mandatory registration fees that the provider charges to
private-paying parents.

Describe the policy or procedure.

Changes to the Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) effective October 20, 2019 include
the addition of a registration fee payment to providers. Providers are paid $25.00 for
each child receiving publicly funded child care each year. The determination for
attendance is completed after the end of the calendar year and the annual payment is
issued to the program based on attendance. The child is required to be in attendance
for at least one day during the previous calendar year. For example, providers will be
paid in 2020 for children in attendance in 2019. Additionally, the provider is not
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permitted to ask a caretaker to pay the difference between the registration fee paid for
the child by ODJFS and the provider's customary registration fee charge to the public
when the customary registration fee is higher.

d) The Lead Agency ensures that providers are paid in accordance with a written
payment agreement or an authorization for services that includes, at a minimum,
information regarding provider payment policies, including rates, schedules, any fees
charged to providers, and the dispute-resolution process. Describe:

Providers of CCDF services must sign a provider agreement as well as follow published
rules that include this information. The provider agreement can be found here:
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/CCIDS.stm and the relevant rules here:
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-41.stm
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-42.stm
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-44.stm
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-71.stm
http://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareManual/Chapter16/5101-2-16-72.stm

e) The Lead Agency provides prompt notice to providers regarding any changes to the
family's eligibility status that could impact payments, and such a notice is sent no later
than the day that the Lead Agency becomes aware that such a change will occur.
Describe:

Changes to authorization category are mailed to the provider and are also available on
the provider portion of the payment website.

f) The Lead Agency has a timely appeal and resolution process for payment inaccuracies
and disputes. Describe:

Providers are able to request adjustments to payment for up to four weeks after the
payment date.

g) Other. Describe:
NA
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4.5.2 Do payment practices vary across regions, counties, and/or geographic areas?
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

[¥| No, the practices do not vary across areas.
Il Yes, the practices vary across areas.

Describe:

4.6 Supply-Building Strategies to Meet the Needs of Certain Populations

Lead Agencies are required to develop and implement strategies to increase the supply of and
to improve the quality of child care services for children in underserved areas; infants and
toddlers; children with disabilities, as defined by the Lead Agency; and children who receive
care during non-traditional hours (658 E(c)(2)(M); 98.16 (x)).

4.6.1 Lead Agencies must identify shortages in the supply of high-quality child care
providers. List the data sources used to identify shortages, and describe the method of

tracking progress to support equal access and parental choice.
Effective Date: 03/27/2020

[¥! In licensed family child care.

Ohio defines quality child care through the state quality rating and improvement system,
SUTQ. Ohio law requires all providers serving children in publicly funded child care
(PFCC) to patrticipate in SUTQ by July 1, 2020. As of June 2018, 42% of all Type A
homes and 24% of all Type B homes serving children in PFCC were rated. A total of 48%
of all children being served by the PFCC program are in a rated program across all

settings (family child care and centers).

UPDATE May 2020 - Per Amended Substitute House Bill 197, passed on March 27,
2020, the deadline for programs providing publicly funded child care (PFCC) to be Step
Up To Quality (SUTQ) rated has been extended from July 1, 2020 to September 1, 2020.
Ohio Administrative Code was updated to reflect these changes as well.

Ohio Page 139 of 304



[¥! In licensed child care centers.

Ohio law requires all providers serving children in publicly funded child care (PFCC) to
participate in SUTQ by July 1, 2020. As of June 2018, 43% of all programs serving
children in PFCC were rated. A total of 48% of all children being served by the PFCC
program are in a rated program across all settings (family child care and centers).

UPDATE May 2020 - Per Amended Substitute House Bill 197, passed on March 27,
2020, the deadline for programs providing publicly funded child care (PFCC) to be Step
Up To Quality (SUTQ) rated has been extended from July 1, 2020 to September 1, 2020.
Ohio Administrative Code was updated to reflect these changes as well.

[T other.

4.6.2 Describe what method(s) is used to increase supply and to improve quality for the

following.
Effective Date: 01/16/2020

a) Children in underserved areas. Check and describe all that apply.
"] Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.3).

Describe:

" Family child care networks.

Describe:

[ start-up funding.
Describe:

¥ Technical assistance support.
Describe:
TA is provided on Step Up To Quality by the child care resource and referral
(CCR&R) agencies as well as by state and county staff. The CCR&R agencies
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contracts include completion of a needs assessment.

[¥! Recruitment of providers.
Describe:
The CCR&R contracts include provider recruitment

I¥ Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.2).
Describe:
Ohio has tiered rates for programs participating in the SUTQ. The SUTQ base rate
is 4% higher than the non-SUTQ base rate. Additionally, there are payment
enhancements that increase with each SUTQ star-rating.

"] Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid
sick leave, and shared services.

Describe:

¥ Accreditation supports.
Describe:
Ohio pays a 10% rate enhancement for programs that are accredited.

[T Child Care Health Consultation.

Describe:

¥ Mental Health Consultation.
Describe:
Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation Program objectives are to build
protective factors in young children, increase skills of parents and promote the
competencies of early childhood providers, especially for children ages birth to six
years who are at risk for abuse, neglect and poor social and emotional health.

¥ Other.
Describe:
Update 12/2019: Beginning July 15, 2019, the application for licensure fee was
reduced for centers from $500.00 to $50.00 and for family child care from $250.00
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to $25.00. The change of location fee for both program types was also reduced
from $250.00 to $50.00 for centers and from $125.00 to $25.00 for family child care

homes.

Step Up To Quality incentives were offered, one in April 2019 and another in
January 2020 to encourage programs providing publicly funded child care to
participate in Ohio's quality rating and improvement system.

UPDATE May 2020 - Provider recruitment incentives were offered beginning
January 16, 2020 to encourage newly licensed programs to provide publicly funded
child care. Financial incentives were offered to the programs who became licensed

and signed a provider agreement.

4.6.2 Describe what method(s) is used to increase supply and to improve quality for the
following.

b) Infants and toddlers. Check and describe all that apply.
"] Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.3).
Describe:

"] Family child care networks.
Describe:

[ start-up funding.
Describe:

¥ Technical assistance support.
Describe:
TA is provided by the child care resource and referral (CCR&R) agencies Infant

Toddler specialist.

¥ Recruitment of providers.
Describe:
The CCR&R contracts include provider recruitment
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I¥ Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.2) .
Describe:
Ohio's rates are based on county location of the program and the age of the child,
with the infant and toddler base rates higher than the preschool and school-age .

I Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid
sick leave, and shared services.

Describe:

[ Accreditation supports.
Describe:

" Child Care Health Consultation.
Describe:

¥ Mental Health Consultation.
Describe:
Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation Program objectives are to build
protective factors in young children, increase skills of parents and promote the
competencies of early childhood providers, especially for children ages birth to six
years who are at risk for abuse, neglect and poor social and emotional health.

¥ Other.
Describe:
Update 12/2019: Beginning July 15, 2019, the application for licensure fee was
reduced for centers from $500.00 to $50.00 and for family child care from $250.00
to $25.00. The change of location fee for both program types was also reduced
from $250.00 to $50.00 for centers and from $125.00 to $25.00 for family child care

homes.

Step Up To Quality incentives were offered, one in April 2019 and another in
January 2020 to encourage programs providing publicly funded child care to

participate in Ohio's quality rating and improvement system.
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UPDATE May 2020 Provider recruitment incentives were offered beginning
January 16, 2020 to encourage newly licensed programs to provide publicly funded
child care. Financial incentives were offered to the programs who became licensed

and signed a provider agreement.

4.6.2 Describe what method(s) is used to increase supply and to improve quality for the
following.

c¢) Children with disabilities. Check and describe all that apply.
"] Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.3).

Describe:

" Family child care networks.
Describe:

"] start-up funding.
Describe:

"] Technical assistance support.
Describe:

"] Recruitment of providers.

Describe:

[¥ Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.2).
Describe:
Ohio has two payment enhancements for children with special needs, 5% for any
child and 100% for those children for whom the provider has documented its need
to revise general care practices for the child (typically additionally staff and/or

lowered ratio.

["] Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid
sick leave, and shared services.
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Describe:

"] Accreditation supports.
Describe:

" Child Care Health Consultation.
Describe:

[¥ Mental Health Consultation.
Describe:
Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation Program objectives are to build
protective factors in young children, increase skills of parents and promote the
competencies of early childhood providers, especially for children ages birth to six
years who are at risk for abuse, neglect and poor social and emotional health.

[¥ Other.
Describe:
Update 12/2019: Beginning July 15, 2019, the application for licensure fee was
reduced for centers from $500.00 to $50.00 and for family child care from $250.00
to $25.00. The change of location fee for both program types was also reduced
from $250.00 to $50.00 for centers and from $125.00 to $25.00 for family child care

homes.

Step Up To Quality incentives were offered, one in April 2019 and another in
January 2020 to encourage programs providing publicly funded child care to
participate in Ohio's quality rating and improvement system.

UPDATE May 2020 Provider recruitment incentives were offered beginning
January 16, 2020 to encourage newly licensed programs to provide publicly funded
child care. Financial incentives were offered to the programs who became licensed

and signed a provider agreement.

4.6.2 Describe what method(s) is used to increase supply and to improve quality for the
following.
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d) Children who receive care during non-traditional hours.Check and describe all that
apply
"] Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.3).
Describe:

" Family child care networks.
Describe:

"] start-up funding.
Describe:

"] Technical assistance support.
Describe:

"] Recruitment of providers.
Describe:

[¥ Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.2) .
Describe:
A 5% enhancement is added to the base rate

["] Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid
sick leave, and shared services.

Describe:

"] Accreditation supports.
Describe:

[T Child Care Health Consultation.
Describe:

[ Mental Health Consultation.
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Describe:

¥ Other.
Describe:
Update 12/2019: Beginning July 15, 2019, the application for licensure fee was
reduced for centers from $500.00 to $50.00 and for family child care from $250.00
to $25.00. The change of location fee for both program types was also reduced
from $250.00 to $50.00 for centers and from $125.00 to $25.00 for family child care

homes.

Step Up To Quality incentives were offered, one in April 2019 and another in
January 2020 to encourage programs providing publicly funded child care to
participate in Ohio's quality rating and improvement system.

UPDATE May 2020 Provider recruitment incentives were offered beginning
January 16, 2020 to encourage newly licensed programs to provide publicly funded
child care. Financial incentives were offered to the programs who became licensed
and signed a provider agreement.

4.6.2 Describe what method(s) is used to increase supply and to improve quality for the
following.

e) Other. Check and describe all that apply:
"] Grants and contracts (as discussed in 4.1.3).
Describe:
NA

"] Family child care networks.
Describe:
NA

[ start-up funding.
Describe:
NA
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[¥! Technical assistance support.
Describe:
TA is provided on Step Up To Quality by the child care resource and referral
(CCR&R) agencies as well as by state and county staff. The CCR&R agencies
contracts include completion of a needs assessment.

[¥! Recruitment of providers.
Describe:
The CCR&R contracts include provider recruitment

I¥! Tiered payment rates (as discussed in 4.3.2).
Describe:
Ohio has tiered rates for programs participating in the SUTQ. The SUTQ base rate
is 4% higher than the non-SUTQ base rate. Additionally, there are payment
enhancements that increase with each SUTQ star-rating.

"] Support for improving business practices, such as management training, paid
sick leave, and shared services.

Describe:
NA

¥ Accreditation supports.
Describe:
Ohio pays a 10% rate enhancement for programs that are accredited.

" Child Care Health Consultation.
Describe:
NA

¥/ Mental Health Consultation.
Describe:
Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation Program objectives are to build
protective factors in young children, increase skills of parents and promote the

Ohio Page 148 of 304



competencies of early childhood providers, especially for children ages birth to six
years who are at risk for abuse, neglect and poor social and emotional health.

¥ Other.
Describe:
Update 12/2019: Beginning July 15, 2019, the application for licensure fee was
reduced for centers from $500.00 to $50.00 and for family child care from $250.00
to $25.00. The change of location fee for both program types was also reduced
from $250.00 to $50.00 for centers and from $125.00 to $25.00 for family child care

homes.

Step Up To Quality incentives were offered, one in April 2019 and another in
January 2020 to encourage programs providing publicly funded child care to
participate in Ohio's quality rating and improvement system.

UPDATE May 2020 Provider recruitment incentives were offered beginning
January 16, 2020 to encourage newly licensed programs to provide publicly funded
child care. Financial incentives were offered to the programs who became licensed

and signed a provider agreement.

4.6.3 Lead Agencies must prioritize investments for increasing access to high-quality
child care and development services for children of families in areas that have
significant concentrations of poverty and unemployment and do not currently have

sufficient numbers of such programs.
Effective Date: 03/27/2020

a) How does the Lead Agency define areas with significant concentrations of poverty and
unemployment?

Ohio prioritizes low income families, those under 100% of the FPL, in all parts of the
state by waiving their copayments. Because Ohio does not have a waiting list, every child
eligible for care is able to receive publicly funded child care. ODJFS defines significant
concentration of unemployment as those counties in which the 24-month average
unemployment rate was greater than 120 percent of the national unemployment rate
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during the same 24-month period.

b) Describe how the Lead Agency prioritizes increasing access to high-quality child care
and development services for children of families in areas that have significant
concentrations of poverty and unemployment and that do not have high-quality programs
Currently any licensed provider is able to complete a provider agreement to serve
children in publicly funded child care. Ohio has a zero copay for any family below 100%
of the federal poverty level. Ohio has equal access to child care for all children eligible as
Ohio serves all children without utilizing a waitlist. However, Ohio does recognize the
need to ensure all children have access to a high quality setting which is in line with the
mandates established by the Ohio General Assembly in Ohio Revised Code sections
5104.29 and 5104.31.

Ohio Revised Code requires the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services and the
Ohio Department of Education programs receiving public dollars (including CCDF) to be
participating in the Step Up To Quality program by July 1, 2020. By July 1, 2017, 25% of
all centers and family child care Type A homes receiving public funds must be highly
rated, with 100% highly rated by July 1, 2025. The two departments have identified and
are implementing stratiegies to assist programs in increasing and maintaining their star

rating.

UPDATE 12/2019: Beginning 10/20/2019, the following exemptions from the requirement
to be SUTQ rated in order to provide publicly funded child care were added to Ohio
Administrative Code as defined in Ohio Revised Code:

(a) A program that operates only during the summer and for not more
than fifteen consecutive weeks;

(b) A program that operates only during school breaks;

(c) A program that operates only on weekday evenings, weekends, or
both;

(d) A program that holds a provisional license issued under section
5104.03 of the Revised Code;

(e) A program that had its step up to quality program rating removed by
the department of job and family services within the previous twelve

months;
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(f) A program that is the subject of a revocation action initiated by the
department, but the license has not yet been revoked.

UPDATE May 2020 - Per Amended Substitute House Bill 197, passed on March 27,
2020, the deadline for programs providing publicly funded child care (PFCC) to be Step
Up To Quality (SUTQ) rated has been extended from July 1, 2020 to September 1, 2020.
Ohio Administrative Code was updated to reflect these changes as well.

5 Establish Standards and Monitoring Processes To Ensure the Health
and Safety of Child Care Settings

Lead Agencies are required to certify that there are in effect licensing requirements applicable
to all child care services in the state/territory, which supports the health and safety of all children
in child care. States and territories may allow licensing exemptions. Lead Agencies must
describe how such licensing exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, and development
of CCDF children in license-exempt care (98.16 (u)).

Lead Agencies also must certify that there are in effect health and safety standards and training
requirements applicable to providers serving CCDF children, whether they are licensed or
license-exempt. These health and safety requirements must be appropriate to the provider
setting and age of the children served, must include specific topics and training on those topics,
and are subject to monitoring and enforcement procedures.

The organization of this section begins with a description of the licensing system for providers of
child care in a state or territory and then moves to focus in on CCDF providers who may be
licensed, exempt from licensing, or relative providers. The section then covers the health and
safety requirements and training, and monitoring and enforcement procedures to ensure that
CCDEF child care providers comply with licensing and health and safety requirements (98.16(n)).
Lead Agencies are also asked to describe any exemptions for relative providers (98.16(l)). This
section also addresses group size limits; child-staff ratios; and required qualifications for
caregivers, teachers, and directors (98.16(m)) serving CCDF children.

Note: When responding to questions in this section, the OCC recognizes that each
State/Territory identifies and defines its own categories of care. The OCC does not expect
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States/Territories to change their definitions to fit the CCDF-defined categories of care. For
these questions, provide responses that closely match the CCDF categories of care.

Criminal background check requirements are included in this section (98.16(0)). It is important
to note that these requirements are in effect for all child care staff members that are licensed,
regulated or registered under state/territory law and all other providers eligible to deliver CCDF
services.

5.1 Licensing Requirements

Each state/territory must certify it has in effect licensing requirements applicable to all child care
services provided within the state/territory (not restricted to providers receiving CCDF funds)
and provide a detailed description of these requirements and how the requirements are
effectively enforced (658E(c)(2)(F)). If any types of providers are exempt from licensing
requirements, the state/territory must describe those exemptions and describe how these
exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, or development of children. The descriptions
must also include any exemptions based on provider category, type, or setting; length of day;
and providers not subject to licensing because the number of children served falls below a Lead
Agency-defined threshold and any other exemption to licensing requirements (658E(c)(2)(F);
98.16(u); 98.40(a)(2)(iv)).

5.1.1 To certify, describe the licensing requirements applicable to child care services
provided within the state/territory by identifying the providers in your state/territory that
are subject to licensing using the CCDF categories listed below? Check all that apply

and provide a citation to the licensing rule.
Effective Date: 12/11/2020

¥ Center-based child care.

Describe and Provide the citation:

Child day-care center" and "center" mean any place in which child care or publicly funded
child care is provided for thirteen or more children at one time or any place that is not the
permanent residence of the licensee or administrator in which child care or publicly
funded child care is provided for seven to twelve children at one time. In counting
children for the purposes of this division, any children under six years of age who are
related to a licensee, administrator, or employee and who are on the premises of the
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center shall be counted. Exemptions are included in the ORC citation.
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5104.03

UPDATE September 2020 - Effective August 25, 2020 Rule 5101:2-12-02.3 was
emergency filed to create a new child care center license for programs serving only
school-age children during school hours on days the child is participating in remote
learning. This program license type will remain until the Governor rescinds the state of

emergency or directs ODJFS to return to pre-COVID licensing requirements.

UPDATE February 2021 - Effective December 11, 2020 Rule 5101:2-12-02.3 was
emergency filed to continue to allow for a temporary pandemic school age child care
center license for programs serving only school-age children during school hours on days
the child is participating in remote learning. This program license type will remain until the
Governor rescinds the state of emergency or directs ODJFS to return to pre-COVID
licensing requirements. This is being moved to permanent rule in April 2021.

[¥! Family child care.

Describe and Provide the citation:

Family care is a Type A Home provider or Type B Home providers. "Type A family day-
care home" and "type A home" mean a permanent residence of the administrator in
which child care or publicly funded child care is provided for seven to twelve children at
one time or a permanent residence of the administrator in which child care is provided for
four to twelve children at one time if four or more children at one time are under two
years of age. In counting children for the purposes of this division, any children under six
years of age who are related to a licensee, administrator, or employee and who are on
the premises of the type A home shall be counted. Exemptions are included in the ORC
citation. http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5104.03

"l In-home care (care in the child's own home).
Describe and provide the citation (if applicable):
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5.1.2 Describe if any providers are exempted from licensing requirements and how such
exemptions do not endanger the health, safety, and development of children (658E

(€)(2)(F); 98.40(a)(2)).
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

Note: Additional information about exemptions related to CCDF providers is required in 5.1.3.
In-home aides are exempt from licensure but must be certified. Care may be provided in the
child's own home by a certified in-home aide. Only children authorized to the caretaker in
that home along with up to two of the in-home aide's own children may be cared for by the in-
home aide. Certification requirements include basic health and safety. In-home aides are
monitored by the certifying county agency and the parents of the children in care. The parent
and in-home aide jointly complete assurances that describe the type of care to be provided
and parent expectations. The assurances must be updated annually and provided to the
county agency as part of the certification and renewal process. The county agency inspects
the in-home aide annually.

5.1.3 Check and describe any CCDF providers in your state/territory who are exempt
from licensing (98.40(2)(i) through (iv))? Describe exemptions based on length of day,
threshold on the number of children in care, ages of children in care or any other factors

applicable to the exemption
Effective Date: 10/01/2018

" Center-based child care.
If checked, describe the exemptions.

7] Family child care.
If checked, describe the exemptions.

¥ In-home care.
If checked, describe the exemptions.
Care may be provided in the child's own home by a certified in-home aide. Only children
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authorized to the caretaker in that home along with up to two of the in-home aide's own

children may be cared for by the in-home aide.

5.2 Health and Safety Standards and Requirements for CCDF Providers

5.2.1 Standards on ratios, group sizes, and qualifications for CCDF providers.

Lead Agencies are required to establish child care standards for providers receiving CCDF
funds, appropriate to the type of child care setting involved, that address appropriate ratios
between the number of children and number of providers in terms of the age of the children,
group size limits for specific age populations, and the required qualifications for providers
(658E(c)(2)(H); 98.41(d); 98.16(m)). For ease of responding, this section is organized by CCDF
categories of care, licensing status, and age categories. Respondents should map their Lead

Agency categories of care to the CCDF categories.
Effective Date: 03/13/2020

a) Licensed CCDF center-based care

1. Infant
-- How does the State/territory define infant (age range):

"Infant" means a child who is under eighteen months of age.

-- Ratio:

Ratio for birth to under twelve months is one provider to five infants or two
providers to twelve infants in the same room. Ratio for 12 months to 18 months is
one provider to six infants.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-12-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic child care center license. The ratio for infants is 1:4 with group size of 6.
Toddler, PS and SA ratios are 1:6 with maximum group size of 6. The ratios and
group size for temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the
Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.
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UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-12-02.02 was effective
creating transitional pandemic child care center ratios and group size limitations.
The ratio for infants is 1:4 with no more than 6 children in the room. The ratios and
group size for transitional pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the
Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

-- Group size:
12

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-12-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic child care center license. The ratio for infants is 1:4 with group size of 6.
Toddler, PS and SA ratios are 1:6 with maximum group size of 6. The ratios and
group size for temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the
Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-12-02.02 was effective
creating transitional pandemic child care center ratios and group size limitations.
The ratio for infants is 1:4 with no more than 6 children in the room. The ratios and
group size for transitional pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the
Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

-- Teacher/caregiver qualifications:
High school diploma

2. Toddler
-- How does the State/territory define toddler (age range):
"Toddler" means achild who is at least eighteen months of age but less than three

years of age.

-- Ratio:

Ratio for 18 months to under two and one-half years is one provider to seven
toddlers. Ratio for two and one-half years to under three years is one provider to
eight toddlers
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UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-12-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic child care center license. The ratio for infants is 1:4 with group size of 6.
Toddler, PS and SA ratios are 1:6 with maximum group size of 6. The ratios and
group size for temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-12-02.02 was effective
creating transitional pandemic child care center ratios and group size limitations.
Toddler ratio is 1:6 with no more than 6 children in a room. The ratios and group
size for transitional pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

-- Group size:
Group size for 18 months to under two and one-half years is up to 14 toddlers.
Group size for two and one-half years to under three years is up to 16 toddlers.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-12-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic child care center license. The ratio for infants is 1:4 with group size of 6.
Toddler, PS and SA ratios are 1:6 with maximum group size of 6. The ratios and
group size for temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-12-02.02 was effective
creating transitional pandemic child care center ratios and group size limitations.
Toddler ratio is 1:6 with no more than 6 children in a room. The ratios and group
size for transitional pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

-- Teacher/caregiver qualifications:
High school diploma

. Preschool

-- How does the State/territory define preschool (age range):
"Preschool child" means a child who is at least three years old, or is four or five
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years old, but is not age eligible to be enrolled in a grade of kindergarten or above.

-- Ratio:
Ratio for three years is one provider to 12 preschoolers. Ratio for four and five
years is one provider to 14 preschoolers.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, 2020, Rule 5101:2-12-18 "Group size and
ratios for a licensed child care center" was amended to change the following
ratios/group sizes 3's - 1:16/2:32, 4's 1:18/2:36; SA = 1:30/2:60.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-12-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic child care center license. The ratio for infants is 1:4 with group size of 6.
Toddler, PS and SA ratios are 1:6 with maximum group size of 6. The ratios and
group size for temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-12-02.02 was effective
creating transitional pandemic child care center ratios and group size limitations.
Preschool ratios are 1:9 with no more than 9 children in a room. The ratios and
group size for transitional pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

-- Group size:

Group size for three years is up to 24. Group size for four and five years is up to 28.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, 2020, Rule 5101:2-12-18 "Group size and
ratios for a licensed child care center" was amended to change the following
ratios/group sizes 3's - 1:16/2:32, 4's 1:18/2:36; SA = 1:30/2:60.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-12-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic child care center license. The ratio for infants is 1:4 with group size of 6.
Toddler, PS and SA ratios are 1:6 with maximum group size of 6. The ratios and
group size for temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the
Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.
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UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-12-02.02 was effective
creating transitional pandemic child care center ratios and group size limitations.
Preschool ratios are 1:9 with no more than 9 children in a room. The ratios and
group size for transitional pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

-- Teacher/caregiver qualifications:
High school diploma

4. School-age
-- How does the State/territory define school-age (age range):
"School child" means a child who is enrolled in or is eligible to be enrolled in a
grade of kindergarten or above, but is less than fifteen years old.

-- Ratio:
Ratio for Kindergarten to 11 years is one provider to 18 school-agers. Ratio for 11
years to 14 years is one provider to 20 school-agers.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, 2020, Rule 5101:2-12-18 "Group size and
ratios for a licensed child care center" was amended to change the following
ratios/group sizes 3's - 1:16/2:32, 4's 1:18/2:36; SA = 1:30/2:60.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-12-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic child care center license. The ratio for infants is 1:4 with group size of 6.
Toddler, PS and SA ratios are 1:6 with maximum group size of 6. The ratios and
group size for temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-12-02.02 was effective
creating transitional pandemic child care center ratios and group size limitations.
School-age ratios are 1:9 with no more than 9 children in a room. The ratios and
group size for transitional pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.
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-- Group size:
Group size for Kindergarten to 11 years is up to 36 school-agers. Group size for 11
years to 14 years is up to 40 school-agers.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, 2020, Rule 5101:2-12-18 "Group size and
ratios for a licensed child care center" was amended to change the following
ratios/group sizes 3's - 1:16/2:32, 4's 1:18/2:36; SA = 1:30/2:60.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-12-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic child care center license. The ratio for infants is 1:4 with group size of 6.
Toddler, PS and SA ratios are 1:6 with maximum group size of 6. The ratios and
group size for temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-12-02.02 was effective
creating transitional pandemic child care center ratios and group size limitations.
School-age ratios are 1:9 with no more than 9 children in a room. The ratios and
group size for transitional pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the

Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

-- Teacher/caregiver qualifications:
High school diploma

5. If any of the responses above are different for exempt child care centers, describe
which requirements apply to exempt centers
NA

6. Describe, if applicable, ratios, group sizes, and qualifications for classrooms with
mixed age groups.

If two or more age groups are combined, the staff/child ratio shall be maintained for
the age of the youngest child in the group. This includes when children are visiting the
next older age group for transitioning purposes. If no more than one child two and
one-half years of age or older is permanently assigned to a group in which all the

other children are in the next older group, the staff/child ratio and maximum group size
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shall be determined by the older children. All age groups may be combined when
there are twelve or fewer children in the center.

7. Describe the director qualifications for licensed CCDF center-based care, including
any variations based on the ages of children in care.

A child care administrator shall have completed a high school education and at least
one of the following combinations of education and experience.

Experience:No minimum experience. AND

Education: (one of the following)

- Associate, bachelor, master, or doctoral or other post-graduate degree in child
development, early childhood education or related field approved by the Ohio
department of job and family services

- A license designated as appropriate for teaching in an associate teaching position
in a preschool setting issued by the state board of education pursuant to section
3319.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

- An infant and toddler or early childhood credential from a program accredited by
the Montessori accreditation council for teacher education.

- Two years of training, including at least four courses in child development or early
childhood education from an accredited college, university, or technical college.

- An "Ohio Administrator Credential” as approved by ODJFS.

- Designation under the career pathways model as an early childhood professional
level three.

OR

Experience: Two years of experience working as a child care staff member in a
licensed child care program. AND

Education: (one of the following)

- Designation under the career pathways model as an early childhood professional
level two.

- Designation under the career pathways model as an early childhood professional
level one (within one year, must have designation as an early childhood
professional level two).

- A current child development associate credential issued by the council for
professional recognition

OR
Experience: Two years of experience working as a child care staff member in a

licensed child care program and WAS NOT promoted from within that center. AND

Education: At least four courses in child development or early childhood education
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from an accredited college, university, or technical college.

OR

Experience: A person who has two years of experience working as a child care staff
member in a licensed child day care program and WAS promoted from within that
center. AND

Education: No minimum education above the high school diploma or GED, but within
1 year of being named administrator, must have completed at least four courses in
child development or early childhood education from an accredited college, university,
or technical college. Verification of high school education shall meet the requirements
in appendix B to rule 5101:2-12-08 of the Administrative Code.

b) Licensed CCDF family child care provider

1. Infant
-- How does the State/territory define infant (age range):
"Infant" means a child who is under eighteen months of age.

-- Ratio:

One provider to three infants, unless there is a second staff member present.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, Rule 5101:2-13-18 "Group size and ratios for a
licensed family child care provider'has been amended to allow each child care staff
member in a family child care home to care for up to twelve children at any one
time. Each child care staff member can only care for three children under two years
of age. For this period, Type B providers are automatically grandfathered to have a
capacity of twelve children at any one time.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-13-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic family child care license. The ratio for both type A and type B homes was
reduced to 1:6, each child care staff member can only care for three children under

two years of age. The maximum group size is 6. The ratios and group size for
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temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the Executive Order

is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-13-02.02 was effective
creating a transitional pandemic family child care home provider rules. These rules
allow for large family child care home provider to care for more than one group of
children if the groups of children and the assigned child care staff members are in
separate rooms at all times. The staff member can care for no more than 6 children
at any one time with no more than three of those children under two years of age.
The limitations on the number of groups for transitional pandemic child care will no
longer be in effect when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child

care to resume.

-- Group size:
3

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, Rule 5101:2-13-18 "Group size and ratios for a
licensed family child care provider'has been amended to allow each child care staff
member in a family child care home to care for up to twelve children at any one
time. Each child care staff member can only care for three children under two years
of age. For this period, Type B providers are automatically grandfathered to have a
capacity of twelve children at any one time.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-13-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic family child care license. The ratio for both type A and type B homes was
reduced to 1:6, each child care staff member can only care for three children under
two years of age. The maximum group size is 6. The ratios and group size for
temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the Executive Order

is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-13-02.02 was effective
creating a transitional pandemic family child care home provider rules. These rules
allow for large family child care home provider to care for more than one group of
children if the groups of children and the assigned child care staff members are in
separate rooms at all times. The staff member can care for no more than 6 children
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at any one time with no more than three of those children under two years of age.
The limitations on the number of groups for transitional pandemic child care will no
longer be in effect when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child
care to resume.

-- Teacher/caregiver qualifications:
High school diploma

2. Toddler

-- How does the State/territory define toddler (age range):
"Toddler" means a child who is at least eighteen months of age but less than three
years of age.

-- Ratio:

One provider to six toddlers.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, Rule 5101:2-13-18 "Group size and ratios for a
licensed family child care provider'has been amended to allow each child care staff
member in a family child care home to care for up to twelve children at any one
time. Each child care staff member can only care for three children under two years
of age. For this period, Type B providers are automatically grandfathered to have a
capacity of twelve children at any one time.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-13-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic family child care license. The ratio for both type A and type B homes was
reduced to 1:6, each child care staff member can only care for three children under
two years of age. The maximum group size is 6. The ratios and group size for
temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the Executive Order
is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-13-02.02 was effective
creating a transitional pandemic family child care home provider rules. These rules
allow for large family child care home provider to care for more than one group of
children if the groups of children and the assigned child care staff members are in
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separate rooms at all times. The staff member can care for no more than 6 children
at any one time with no more than three of those children under two years of age.
The limitations on the number of groups for transitional pandemic child care will no
longer be in effect when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child
care to resume.

-- Group size:
6 (type B) or 12 (type A)

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, Rule 5101:2-13-18 "Group size and ratios for a
licensed family child care provider'has been amended to allow each child care staff
member in a family child care home to care for up to twelve children at any one
time. Each child care staff member can only care for three children under two years
of age. For this period, Type B providers are automatically grandfathered to have a
capacity of twelve children at any one time.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-13-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic family child care license. The ratio for both type A and type B homes was
reduced to 1:6, each child care staff member can only care for three children under
two years of age. The maximum group size is 6. The ratios and group size for
temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the Executive Order
is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-13-02.02 was effective
creating a transitional pandemic family child care home provider rules. These rules
allow for large family child care home provider to care for more than one group of
children if the groups of children and the assigned child care staff members are in
separate rooms at all times. The staff member can care for no more than 6 children
at any one time with no more than three of those children under two years of age.
The limitations on the number of groups for transitional pandemic child care will no
longer be in effect when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child
care to resume.

-- Teacher/caregiver qualifications:
High school diploma
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3. Preschool

-- How does the State/territory define preschool (age range):
"Preschool child" means a child who is at least three years old, or is four or five
years old, but is not age eligible to be enrolled in a grade of kindergarten or above.

-- Ratio:

One provider to six preschool children.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, Rule 5101:2-13-18 "Group size and ratios for a
licensed family child care provider'has been amended to allow each child care staff
member in a family child care home to care for up to twelve children at any one
time. Each child care staff member can only care for three children under two years
of age. For this period, Type B providers are automatically grandfathered to have a
capacity of twelve children at any one time.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-13-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic family child care license. The ratio for both type A and type B homes was
reduced to 1:6, each child care staff member can only care for three children under
two years of age. The maximum group size is 6. The ratios and group size for
temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the Executive Order

is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-13-02.02 was effective
creating a transitional pandemic family child care home provider rules. These rules
allow for large family child care home provider to care for more than one group of
children if the groups of children and the assigned child care staff members are in
separate rooms at all times. The staff member can care for no more than 6 children
at any one time with no more than three of those children under two years of age.
The limitations on the number of groups for transitional pandemic child care will no
longer be in effect when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child
care to resume.
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-- Group size:
6 (type B) or 12 (type A)

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, Rule 5101:2-13-18 "Group size and ratios for a
licensed family child care provider'has been amended to allow each child care staff
member in a family child care home to care for up to twelve children at any one
time. Each child care staff member can only care for three children under two years
of age. For this period, Type B providers are automatically grandfathered to have a
capacity of twelve children at any one time.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-13-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic family child care license. The ratio for both type A and type B homes was
reduced to 1:6, each child care staff member can only care for three children under
two years of age. The maximum group size is 6. The ratios and group size for
temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the Executive Order
is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-13-02.02 was effective
creating a transitional pandemic family child care home provider rules. These rules
allow for large family child care home provider to care for more than one group of
children if the groups of children and the assigned child care staff members are in
separate rooms at all times. The staff member can care for no more than 6 children
at any one time with no more than three of those children under two years of age.
The limitations on the number of groups for transitional pandemic child care will no
longer be in effect when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child

care to resume.

-- Teacher/caregiver qualifications:
High school diploma

4. School-age
-- How does the Statef/territory define school-age (age range):
"School child" means a child who is enrolled in or is eligible to be enrolled in a
grade of kindergarten or above, but is less than fifteen years old.
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-- Ratio:

One provider to six school-age children.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, Rule 5101:2-13-18 "Group size and ratios for a
licensed family child care provider'has been amended to allow each child care staff
member in a family child care home to care for up to twelve children at any one
time. Each child care staff member can only care for three children under two years
of age. For this period, Type B providers are automatically grandfathered to have a
capacity of twelve children at any one time.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-13-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic family child care license. The ratio for both type A and type B homes was
reduced to 1:6, each child care staff member can only care for three children under
two years of age. The maximum group size is 6. The ratios and group size for
temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the Executive Order
is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-13-02.02 was effective
creating a transitional pandemic family child care home provider rules. These rules
allow for large family child care home provider to care for more than one group of
children if the groups of children and the assigned child care staff members are in
separate rooms at all times. The staff member can care for no more than 6 children
at any one time with no more than three of those children under two years of age.
The limitations on the number of groups for transitional pandemic child care will no
longer be in effect when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child
care to resume.

-- Group size:
6 (type B) or 12 (type A)

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 13, Rule 5101:2-13-18 "Group size and ratios for a
licensed family child care provider'has been amended to allow each child care staff
member in a family child care home to care for up to twelve children at any one

time. Each child care staff member can only care for three children under two years
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of age. For this period, Type B providers are automatically grandfathered to have a
capacity of twelve children at any one time.

UPDATE May 2020 - On March 25, Rule 5101:2-13-02.01 was effective creating a
pandemic family child care license. The ratio for both type A and type B homes was
reduced to 1:6, each child care staff member can only care for three children under
two years of age. The maximum group size is 6. The ratios and group size for
temporary pandemic child care will no longer be in effect when the Executive Order

is rescinded allowing normal child care to resume.

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020, rule 5101:2-13-02.02 was effective
creating a transitional pandemic family child care home provider rules. These rules
allow for large family child care home provider to care for more than one group of
children if the groups of children and the assigned child care staff members are in
separate rooms at all times. The staff member can care for no more than 6 children
at any one time with no more than three of those children under two years of age.
The limitations on the number of groups for transitional pandemic child care will no
longer be in effect when the Executive Order is rescinded allowing normal child

care to resume.

-- Teacher/caregiver qualifications:
High school diploma

5. If any of the responses above are different for exempt family child care homes,
please describe which requirements apply to exempt homes
N/A - Ohio does not have exempt family child care homes.

c¢) In-home CCDF providers:
1. Describe the ratios
The household's own children and no more than 2 of the In Home Aide's children.

2. Describe the group size
The household's own children and no more than 2 of the In Home Aide's children.
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3. Describe the maximum number of children that are allowed in the home at any one
time.

The household's own children and no more than 2 of the In Home Aide's children.

4. Describe if the state/territory requires related children to be included in the child-to-
provider ratio or group size
The household's own children and no more than 2 of the In Home Aide's children.

5. Describe any limits on infants and toddlers or additional school-age children that are
allowed for part of the day
NA

5.2 Health and Safety Standards and Requirements for CCDF Providers

5.2.2 Health and safety standards for CCDF providers.

States and territories must establish health and safety standards for programs (e.g., child care
centers, family child care homes, etc.) serving children receiving CCDF assistance relating to
the topics listed below, as appropriate to the provider setting and age of the children served
(98.41(a)). This requirement is applicable to all child care providers receiving CCDF funds
regardless of licensing status (i.e., licensed or license-exempt). The only exception to this
requirement is for providers who are caring for their own relatives because Lead Agencies have
the option of exempting relatives from some or all CCDF health and safety requirements
(98.42(c)).

a) To certify, describe how the following health and safety standards for programs serving
children receiving CCDF assistance are defined and established on the required topics
(98.16(1)). Note: This question is different from the health and safety training requirements,
which are addressed in question 5.2.3.

Effective Date: 12/11/2020

1. Prevention and control of infectious diseases (including immunization)
-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
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Children exhibiting signs or symptoms must be isolated and discharged following
details in the rule. A communicable disease chart must be readily available for parents
and staff for reference. Children must be immunized and must have a medical
statement signed by an approved individual

UPDATE July 2020 - On May 29, 2020 transitional pandemic child care rules were
created for child care centers (5101:2-12-02.2), family child care homes (5101:2-13-
02.2), in-home aides (5101:2-14-02.2) and day camps (5101:2-18-03.1). These rules
include screening prior to entering a program, isolation as a result of suspected
COVID-19 symptoms, exclusion and quarantine requirements due to COVID-19.

UPDATE September 2020 - Effective August 9, 2020 transitional pandemic child care
rules were updated for child care centers (5101:2-12-02.2), family child care homes
(5101:2-13-02.2), in-home aides (5101:2-14-02.2) and day camps (5101:2-18-03.1).
Additional items include assessment for COVID symptoms and face covering for
children and staff. These rules returned all program types to pre-COVID ratio and
group size requirements. These rules were updated again on August 25, 2020 to
remove face shields as an acceptable face covering.

UPDATE February 2021 - Effective December 11, 2020 transitional pandemic child
care rules were updated for child care centers (5101:2-12-02.2), family child care
homes (5101:2-13-02.2) and in-home aides (5101:2-14-02.2). Changes include
additions to the list of symptoms when assessing for COVID-19 and increased
handwashing requirements for children and staff. These emergency rules along with
rule 5101:2-18-03.1 for day camps are being moved to permanent rules in April 2021.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt programs

5101:2-12-15, 5101:2-12-16, 5101:2-13-15, 5101:2-13-16, 5101:2-14-04 and 5101:2-
18-10

UPDATE July 2020 -
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/5101-2-12-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.qgov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/Rules/5101-2-13-02-2.stm
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https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/5101-2-12-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/Rules/5101-2-13-02-2.stm

https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/InHomeAide/Rules/5101-2-14-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/DayCamp/Rules/5101-2-18-03-1.stm

UPDATE September 2020 -
https://femanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/5101-2-12-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/Rules/5101-2-13-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/InHomeAide/Rules/5101-2-14-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/DayCamp/Rules/5101-2-18-03-1.stm

UPDATE February 2021
https://femanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/5101-2-12-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/FamilyChildCare/Rules/5101-2-13-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/InHomeAide/Rules/5101-2-14-02-2.stm
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/DayCamp/Rules/5101-2-18-03-1.stm

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).

Day camps do no have immunization requirements since they only serve school-age
children and this is regulated by the school districts. Because in-home aides typically
only care for the children of 1 family, there aren't as stringent communicable disease

requirements like separation of children.

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include prevention and control of infectious disease requirements. These
policies ended on May 30, 2020 for family child care homes, in-home aides and
previously licensed child care centers and on June 9, 2020 for temporary pandemic
child care centers who were not previously licensed. A waiver was approved for this
change on April 27, 2020.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care

School-age children do not have to meet immunization requirements as this is
regulated by the school districts.
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-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

2. Prevention of sudden infant death syndrome and the use of safe-sleep practices
-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
Rule details restrictions on items in cribs and includes permissible crib sizes, back to
sleep requirements and physician waiver options. Additionally, all children are required
to be on their own individual crib/cot/mat for sleeping and must still be supervised

while napping.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
Ohio Administrative Code 5101:2-12-20, 5101:2-13-20 and 5101:2-14-04

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
NA

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include prevention of sudden infant death syndrome and the use of safe-
sleep practices requirements. These policies ended on May 30, 2020 for family child
care homes, in-home aides and previously licensed child care centers and on June 9,
2020 for temporary pandemic child care centers who were not previously licensed. A
waiver was approved for this change on April 27, 2020.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care

Infants under twelve months old shall be placed on their backs to sleep unless the
parent provides written authorization on the JES 01235 "Sleep Position Waiver
Statement for Child Care" (rev. 12/2016) signed by the child's physician. This is not
applicable to day camps since they only serve school-age children.
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-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

3. Administration of medication, consistent with standards for parental consent

-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)

The parent completes the Request for Administration of Medication form for
prescription medications, nonprescription medicines containing codeine or aspirin, or
nonprescription medication to be given longer than three consecutive days in a
fourteen-day period and nonprescription medications, food supplements or medical
foods. Medication cannot be administered without written parent consent on the
prescribed form.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
5101:2-12-25, 5101:2-13-25,5101:2-14-04 and 5101:2-18-11

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
NA

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
NA

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

4. Prevention of and response to emergencies due to food and allergic reactions

-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)

Programs are required to feed infants according to written plans from parents and only
introduce new foods to infants after consulting with parents. For all ages, if a child has
a known food allergy, the parent is required to complete a written Medical/Physical
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Care Plan detailing the allergy, symptoms to look for and action needed. There are
also training requirements and a trained person must be onsite whenever the child is

in care.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
5101:2-12-15, 5101:2-13-15, 5101:2-14-04 and 5101:2-18-11

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
NA

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include prevention of and response to emergencies due to food and
allergic reactions requirements. These policies ended on May 30, 2020 for family child
care homes, in-home aides and previously licensed child care centers and on June 9,
2020 for temporary pandemic child care centers who were not previously licensed. A
waiver was approved for this change on April 27, 2020.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
NA

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include prevention of and response to emergencies due to food and
allergic reactions requirements. These policies ended on May 30, 2020 for family child
care homes, in-home aides and previously licensed child care centers and on June 9,
2020 for temporary pandemic child care centers who were not previously licensed. A
waiver was approved for this change on April 27, 2020.

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA
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5. Building and physical premises safety, including the identification of and protection
from hazards that can cause bodily injury, such as electrical hazards, bodies of water,
and vehicular traffic

-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)

These rules outline the safe equipment and environment requirements to include
indoor equipment, electrical hazards, playground equipment, weapons and firearms,
carbon monoxide detectors, cleaning and sanitizing products, pet regulations and
swimming and water safety requirements.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers

5101:2-12-12, 5101:2-12-24, 5101:2-13-12, 5101:2-13-24, 5101:2-14-05 and 5101:2-
18-13

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
NA

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include building and physical premises safety requirements. These
policies ended on May 30, 2020 for family child care homes, in-home aides and
previously licensed child care centers and on June 9, 2020 for temporary pandemic
child care centers who were not previously licensed. A waiver was approved for this
change on April 27, 2020.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
Must have parental permission before infants and toddlers can use wading pools.

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA
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6. Prevention of shaken baby syndrome, abusive head trauma, and child maltreatment

-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)

This standard is defined in the appendices to these rules: Prohibited Discipline
Techniques. The appendix details techniques or practices that shall not be used by
any child care staff member or employee as a means to control or discipline children.
Shaking a baby is specifically and explicitly prohibited. All forms of abuse, including
abusive head trauma are also prohibited.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
5101:2-12-19, 5101:2-13-19, 5101:2-14-04 and 5101:2-18-09

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
NA

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
There are not requirements to prevent shaken baby syndrome for day camps since
they only serve school-age children

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

7. Emergency preparedness and response planning for emergencies resulting from a
natural disaster or a human-caused event (such as violence at a child care facility), within
the meaning of those terms under section 602(a)(1) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5195a(a)(1)). Emergency preparedness
and response planning (at the child care provider level) must also include procedures for
evacuation; relocation; shelter-in-place and lockdown; staff and volunteer training and
practice drills; communications and reunification with families; continuity of operations;
and accommodations for infants and toddlers, children with disabilities, and children with
chronic medical conditions.

-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
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Programs have a disaster plan that outlines weather emergencies and natural
disasters, indoor and outdoor lockdowns and evacuations, outbreaks and other
epidemics, loss of power, water and heat and any other threatening situations. The
plans include details for shelter in place or evacuation, assisting infants and children
with special needs and/or health conditions, reunification with parents, location of
supplies and procedures for gathering supplies if sheltering in place, plans for
transporting children or when on field or routine trip and training/reassignment of staff

as appropriate.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
5101:2-12-16, 5101:2-13-16, 5101:2-14-04 and 5101:2-18-10

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
NA

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include emergency preparedness and response planning requirements.
These policies ended on May 30, 2020 for family child care homes, in-home aides and
previously licensed child care centers and on June 9, 2020 for temporary pandemic
child care centers who were not previously licensed. A waiver was approved for this
change on April 27, 2020.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
NA

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

8. Handling and storage of hazardous materials and the appropriate disposal of bio-
contaminants
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-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)

The storage of combustible materials is reviewed in the required fire inspections for
centers, Type A homes and day camps. Since Type B homes do not have required fire
inspections, this is covered in rule 5101:2-13-04. The rules require programs to follow
standard precautions for the disposal of biocontaminents and includes requirements
for the safe storage of harzardous materials like cleaning supplies

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers

5101:2-12-04, 5101:2-12-12, 5101:2-12-16, 5101:2-13-04. 5101:2-13-12, 5101:2-13-
16, 5101:2-14-05, 5101:2-18-03, 5101:2-18-10, 5101:2-18-13

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
Because in-home aides provide care in the child's own home, there are not fire

requirements.

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include handling and storage of hazardous materials and the appropriate
disposal of bio-contaminants requirements. These policies ended on May 30, 2020 for
family child care homes, in-home aides and previously licensed child care centers and
on June 9, 2020 for temporary pandemic child care centers who were not previously
licensed. A waiver was approved for this change on April 27, 2020.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
NA

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

9. Precautions in transporting children (if applicable)
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-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)

These rules outline what shall be available on trips: signed permission slips,
identification on each child (program name, address, and telephone number), first aid
supplies, medical forms, etc. These rules also outline the requirements for ratio,
supervison, drivers, vehicles and inspections for vehicles when going on trips.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
5101:2-12-14, 5101:2-13-14 and 5101:2-18-12

UPDATE September 2020
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/5101-2-12-02-3.stm

UPDATE February 2021
https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/ChildCare/ChildCareCenter/Rules/5101-2-12-02-3.stm

-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).

Type B family child care homes who were licensed prior to the effective date of the
rules are currently permitted to useconverted cargo vans or passenger vans designed
by the manufacturer to carry ten or more passengers. Type B family child care homes
licensed after the effective date of the rules are not permitted to use converted cargo
vans or passenger vans designed by the manufacturer to carry ten or more
passengers. Beginning January 1, 2022 all Type B family child care homes are
prohibited from using converted cargo vans or passenger vans designed by the

manufacturer to carry ten or more passengers.

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 only allowed for transportation with state approval. These policies ended on May
30, 2020 for family child care homes, in-home aides and previously licensed child care

centers and on June 9, 2020 for temporary pandemic child care centers who were not
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previously licensed. A waiver was approved for this change on April 27, 2020.

UPDATE September 2020 - Effective August 25, 2020 temporary pandemic school
age child care centers were only permitted to complete routine field trips that included
to and from 1) the child's home; 2) the child's school; 3) another child care program.
This program license type will remain until the Governor rescinds the state of
emergency or directs ODJFS to return to pre-COVID licensing requirements

UPDATE February 2021 - Effective December 11, 2020 temporary pandemic school
age child care center rules were re-filed to continue to allow routine field trips that
included to and from 1) the child's home; 2) the child's school; 3) another child care
program. This program license type will remain until the Governor rescinds the state of
emergency or directs ODJFS to return to pre-COVID licensing requirements. These
emergency rule requirements are being moved to permanent rule in April 2021.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
NA

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

10. Pediatric first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) certification
-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
Course content for pediatric CPR and pediatric first aid for all settings (centers, family
child care and in-home aides and day camps): Follows guidelines, including length of
training time, and curriculum designed by an Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services approved health organization; is appropriate for all age groups the provider is
currently serving; and is valid for the number of years as indicated on a card or form

provided by the approved health organization.
-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-

exempt providers
5101:2-12-10, 5101:2-13-10, 5101-2-14-03 and 5101:2-18-08
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-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).

Centers and day camps shall have at least one child care staff member on-site trained
in pediatric CPR. Family child care requires the provider, child care staff member and
substitutes (prior to being left alone with children) be trained in pediatric CPR. An in-
home aide must have training in pediatric CPR.

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include pediatric first aid requirements. These policies ended on May 30,
2020 for family child care homes, in-home aides and previously licensed child care
centers and on June 9, 2020 for temporary pandemic child care centers who were not
previously licensed. A waiver was approved for this change on April 27, 2020.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
NA

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

11. Recognition and reporting of child abuse and neglect
-- Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
Child care providers and child care staff members are required to be current in a
training on the identification and prevention of child abuse. Additionally, all are
mandated to immediately report any suspicions of child abuse. ODJFS has created a
one hour training that is required to be updated every two years for any staff member
who is not current in the 6 hour child abuse course that is valid for a 3 year period.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers

5101:2-12-10, 5101:2-13-10 and 5101-2-14-03 and 5101:2-18-08 as well as 5101:2-
12-19 5101:2-13-19, 5101:2-14-04 & 5101:2-18-09
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-- Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
NA

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care
NA

-- Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

b) Does the Lead Agency include any of the following optional standards?
"I No, if no, skip to 5.2.3.

¥ Yes, if yes provide the information related to the optional standards
addressed.

1. Nutrition
--Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
Meal preparation/nutritional requirements include appropriately timed meals and
snhacks, portion sizes and nutritional requirements, physicians written instructions for
modifications, specific requirements for breast milk, juice and milk and requirements

for programs to create their own policies for parent's alternate diet.

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 and 5101:2-14-02.1 effective March 24,
2020 did not include nutrition requirements. These policies ended on May 30, 2020 for
family child care homes, in-home aides and previously licensed child care centers and
on June 9, 2020 for temporary pandemic child care centers who were not previously
licensed. A waiver was approved for this change on April 27, 2020.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-

exempt providers
5101:2-12-22, 5101:2-13-22 and 5101:2-14-04
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--Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).

In-home aides are required to provide nutritious, varied and appropriately timed meals
and snacks for all children in accordance with the parent's wishes. Centers and family
child care programs create their own meal plans in accordance with these rules unless
there is written documentation from a physician or the parents to provide an
alternative to the meals being served. Day camps do not have nutrition standards.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care.

Infants must be fed according to written directions from parents.

--Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

2. Access to physical activity
--Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
Programs are required to have large motor activities daily as well as outdoor play
whenever the weather is over 20 degrees farenheit.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
5101:2-12-17,5101:2-13-17

-Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and licensing
status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).

No physical activity requirements for in-home aides. Day camps do not have physical
activity standards.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care.
Infants under the age of 12 months do not have to have outdoor play each day.
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--Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

3. Caring for children with special needs
--Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
In child care centers, children with special needs are required to be cared for in the
age group that best meets the child's developmental needs.

UPDATE July 2020 - Temporary pandemic child care rule 5101:2-12-02.1, effective
March 18, 2020 and rules 5101:2-13-02.1 effective March 24, 2020 did not include
special needs requirements. These policies ended on May 30, 2020 for family child
care homes and previously licensed child care centers and on June 9, 2020 for
temporary pandemic child care centers who were not previously licensed. A waiver
was approved for this change on April 27, 2020.

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
5101:2-12-17, 5101:2-13-17, 5101:2-12-18

--Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).

Because family child care and in-home aides tend to serve multiple age groups
together, there's no comparable requirement.

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care.
Day camps only serve school-age children so this would not apply.

--Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

4. Any other areas determined necessary to promote child development or to protect
children's health and safety (98.44(b)(1)(iii)).
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Describe:
NA

--Provide a brief summary of how this standard is defined (i.e., what is the standard,
content covered, practices required, etc.)
NA

-- List all citations for these requirements, including those for licensed and license-
exempt providers
NA

--Describe any variations by category of care (i.e., center, FCC, in-home) and
licensing status (i.e., licensed, license-exempt).
NA

-- Describe any variations based on the age of the children in care.
NA

--Describe if relatives are exempt from this requirement
NA

5.2.3 Health and safety training for CCDF providers on required topics.

Lead Agencies are required to have minimum pre-service or orientation training requirements
(to be completed within 3 months), as appropriate to the provider setting and the age of children
served, that address the health and safety topics described in 5.2.2, and child development.
Lead Agencies must also have ongoing training requirements on the health and safety topics for
caregivers, teachers, and directors of children receiving CCDF funds (658E(c)(2)(1)(i);
98.44(b)(1)(iii)). The state/territory must describe its requirements for pre-service or orientation
training and ongoing training. These trainings should be part of a broader systematic approach
and progression of professional development (as described in section 6) within a state/territory.
Lead Agencies have flexibility in d