
Juneteenth

Reading List for
Adults, Teens, and Children



On June 19, 1865, two thousand Union soldiers led by Major General Gordon Granger arrived in 
Galveston, Texas. At multiple locations throughout the city, they proclaimed that the enslaved people of 
Texas were free–nearly two-and-a-half years after the Emancipation Proclamation. In the years that 
followed, annual celebrations called Emancipation Day, Jubilee Day, and eventually Juneteenth (a 
combination of “June” and “nineteenth”) spread throughout the U.S. In 2021, Juneteenth (officially 
called “Juneteenth National Independence Day”) became a federal holiday. 

The  titles on the following pages tell the story of Juneteenth, Emancipation, and Reconstruction after 
the Civil War. The books are grouped into three age categories: Adult, Teen/Middle Grade, and Picture 
Books. Titles are listed alphabetically in each section; books with an Ohio connection, such as an Ohio 
author or setting, are indicated by a small Ohio flag.

Click on a cover to find that book in the Ohio Digital Library; many titles are available in both ebook and 
audio formats.  Some books on this list have links to an additional resource, such as a discussion guide or 
author interview. (These links may lead to websites that are not controlled by the State Library of Ohio.) 
Note that some titles, especially those for older readers, may include violence or other difficult content.

Finally, think and talk about what you’ve read. The questions below can provide a starting point.

Introduction

Discussion/Reflection Questions
For young children:

• What did you like most about the book? What did you like least?

• Which character would you most like to be friends with? Why?

• How did the main character feel in this story? How would you feel if you were in their place?

• Talk about something you learned from reading this book.

For older children, teens, and adults:

• Is there a person or situation in the book that you especially identified with? Why?

• Why do you think the author wrote this book—what message were they trying to convey? Did they 
succeed? Why or why not?

• Think of a favorite quote or passage from the book. Why did it resonate with you?

• If you could meet the author, what questions would you ask them?

• How did this book make you feel? Why?

• Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not?

• What questions do you have after reading this book? How could you find answers?



Adult

Author Interview

Request via  OhioLINK

WPA Slave Narratives

Author Interview

https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=beloved&creator=toni+morrison&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.npr.org/2010/10/11/130489804/lincolns-evolving-thoughts-on-slavery-and-freedom
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=conjure+women&creator=Afia+Atakora&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=on+juneteenth&creator=Annette+Gordon-Reed+&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=stony+the+road&creator=henry+louis+gates+jr&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=the+sweetness+of+water&creator=nathan+harris&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://olc1.ohiolink.edu/record=b32151544~S0
https://olc1.ohiolink.edu:443/record=b32151544~S0
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=the+fiery+trial&creator=eric+foner&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=freedom+national&creator=james+oakes&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-1938/about-this-collection/
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=juneteenth&creator=edward+cotham&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/25/1000131568/on-juneteenth-historian-examines-the-hope-and-hostility-toward-emancipation


Teen & Middle Grade

Sherman’s Special 
Field Orders No. 15

Discussion Guide

Discussion Guide

Discussion Guide

https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=come+juneteenth&creator=ann+rinaldi&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Crossing+Ebenezer+Creek+&creator=Tonya+Bolden&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.c-span.org/video/?299973-1/general-shermans-special-field-orders-15
https://www.c-span.org/video/?299973-1/general-shermans-special-field-orders-15
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Inventing+Victoria&creator=Tonya+Bolden&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Juneteenth&creator=Kevin+P.+Winn+&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Sugar&creator=Jewell+Parker+Rhodes&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.lbyr.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/JPR_Sugar_Educator-Guide.pdf
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=dark+sky+rising&creator=henry+louis+gates+jr&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/lesson-plans/18-19/dark-sky-rising-discussion-guide.pdf
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Forty+Acres+and+Maybe+a+Mule+&creator=Harriette+Gillem+Robinet&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Forty-Acres-and-Maybe-a-Mule/Harriette-Gillem-Robinet/9780689833175
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=The+Glory+Field+&creator=Walter+Dean+Myers+&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=I+Thought+My+Soul+Would+Rise+and+Fly&creator=Joyce+Hansen&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded


Picture Books

Discussion Guide

Discussion Guide

Discussion Guide

https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=All+Different+Now&creator=Angela+Johnson+&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Ben+and+the+Emancipation+Proclamation+&creator=pat+sherman&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Juneteenth+Jamboree+&creator=Carole+Boston+Weatherford&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/juneteenth-jamboree/teachers_guide
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Juneteenth+Story&creator=Alliah+L.+Agostini&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Opal+Lee+and+What+It+Means+to+Be+Free&creator=Alice+Faye+Duncan&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Freedom%27s+School+&creator=Lesa+Cline-Ransome&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Hope%27s+Gift+&creator=Kelly+Starling+Lyons&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Juneteenth&creator=Vaunda+Micheaux+Nelson+&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://ohdbks.overdrive.com/ohdbks-statelib/content/search/title?query=Juneteenth+for+Mazie+&creator=Floyd+Cooper+&language=en&sortBy=newlyadded
https://d28hgpri8am2if.cloudfront.net/tagged_assets/6574997/9780689873768_cg_all%20different%20now%20curriculum%20guide.pdf
https://www.quarto.com/public/dynamic/files/uploadfile/2022/04/20220422084459527_Juneteenth_Story_Educator_Guide.pdf

