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KINDERGARTEN 
READINESS IN OHIO
THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESCHOOL 

Kindergarten readiness is a key metric in Ohio. If a child begins kindergarten demonstrating readiness, we 
know that child is more likely to be at grade level or above in math and reading in third grade. This is true 
even when we account for school district and child demographics, like income and race.1 

In Ohio, over 100,000 children start kindergarten in public schools each year. For the past two years, parents 
have reported whether their child attended preschool before starting kindergarten. The data show a strong 
relationship between attending preschool and demonstrating kindergarten readiness. In other words, 
preschool matters and helps all kids get ready for the instruction and learning that happens in kindergarten.

Ohio kids who went to preschool were 
4 times more likely to demonstrate 

readiness for kindergarten that Ohio 
kids who did not go to preschool

Ohio kids who are economically 
disadvantaged who went to 

preschool were 4 times more 
likely to demonstrate readiness 

for kindergarten than kids who are 
economically disadvantaged and did 

not go to preschool

Ohio kids who are well resourced (not 
economically disadvantaged) who 

went to preschool were 6 times more 
likely to demonstrate readiness for 

kindergarten than well resourced kids 
who did not go to preschool

42.7% 22.3% 29.8% 15.6% 60.6% 37.6%

Attended PreK Did not attend 
PreK

Economically 
Disadvantaged 
and attended 

PreK

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

and did not 
attend PreK

Well Resourced 
and attended 

PreK

Well Resourced 
and did not 
attend PreK

51.0% 32.1% 39.1% 24.0% 67.2% 49.8%

Ohio kids who went to preschool were 
3 times more likely to demonstrate 

readiness for kindergarten than Ohio 
kids who did not go to preschool

Ohio kids who are economically 
disadvantaged who went to 

preschool were 3 times more 
likely to demonstrate readiness 

for kindergarten than kids who are 
economically disadvantaged and did 

not got to preschool

Ohio kids who are well resourced (not 
economically disadvantaged) who 

went to preschool were 4 times more 
likely to demonstrate readiness for 

kindergarten than well resourced kids 
who did not go to preschool

CHILDREN DEMONSTRATING READINESS BY PRESCHOOL EXPERIENCE

*2025 data are still preliminary and will be updated in August 2026 after final data collection ends.

1 DCY Impact Brief 2024-01 Kindergarten Readiness    |    2 Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University: Brain Architecture.

It is important to note that these statistics emerge even without knowing how many hours per week, how many 
months or years, or what quality the preschool experience was.  When these data become available, we will 
examine their impact on kindergarten readiness. 

Having opportunities to practice foundational skills alongside peers is essential to being ready for 
kindergarten. Early childhood is the critical time for brain building2 and the importance of language and 
interaction-rich environments cannot be overstated in setting our young Ohioans up for lifelong success! Read 
more about how to get the young people in your life ready for kindergarten on the DCY website.
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https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/v1746032333/childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/For Providers/REI/DCY_Impact_Brief_2024_-_01_Kindergarten_Readiness.pdf
Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University: Brain Architecture.
https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-families/early-care-education/kindergarten-readiness

