Statewide
Ohio EPA Permit No. OHQ000005

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit Program
PUBLIC NOTICE

of Draft General Permit Renewal for
Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) to Discharge Stormwater

Public Notice No.: 221969
Date of Issue of Public Notice: 6/4/2026

Public notice is hereby given that the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), Division of Surface Water is
issuing a draft general permit renewal for statewide authorization for small municipal separate storm sewer systems
(MS4s) to discharge stormwater under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). The draft
general permit renewal will be issued as a final action after consideration of the record of the public hearing and
written comments submitted during the public comment period. Any person may comment at the public hearing
and/or submit written comments on the draft general permit renewal for the administrative record.

The draft general permit renewal (Permit No. OHQ000005) is the fifth generation of this general permit and will afford
coverage to small MS4s required to obtain NPDES permit coverage to discharge throughout the State of Ohio. The
draft general permit renewal identifies who can be covered and how an entity obtains coverage and contains
requirements for permittees to develop and implement a Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) to address
minimum performance standards. In accordance with Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-38-02(B)(4)(a), this draft
general permit renewal includes all required permit terms and conditions and follows the comprehensive general
permitting approach by containing terms and conditions that are expressed in clear, specific and measurable terms.

The public notice, associated fact sheet and draft general permit renewal are available at: Small Municipal
Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) - General Permit | Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Ohio EPA will be holding an in-person and virtual public hearing on the draft general permit renewal on July 28, 2026
at 1:30 p.m. The in-person public hearing will be located at the Ohio EPA Lazarus Government Center, 6™ Floor
Conference Room A (Summer Room), 50 West Town Street, Suite 700, Columbus, Ohio 43215. The public hearing will
end when everyone in attendance has had an opportunity to provide comments related to the draft general permit
renewal. To facilitate the scheduling of an in-person oral testimony, persons intending to give testimony in-person at
the hearing should notify the Ohio EPA’s Office of Communications & Outreach at Mary.Mccarron@epa.ohio.gov or
(614) 644-2160. Persons who want to participate virtually for the hearing must Register in advance.

In lieu of, or in addition to, attending the public hearing, written comments may be submitted via Ohio EPA’s online
comment portal and will be accepted through August 4, 2026.

The processing of this draft general permit renewal and associated Notices of Intent for coverage is and will be done
in accordance with Ohio’s NPDES general permit rules, OAC 3745-38.
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