
When we invest early, stay focused, and follow the data,  

KIDS WIN AND OHIO WINS. 
The Fall 2025 kindergarten readiness KRA results are the first indicator/
metric that what we have invested in over the past 5 years is working.

This Is the Beginning
The return on investment is emerging and will compound over time.

MORE STUDENTS
 are starting kindergarten demonstrating readiness – 

a key metric for school and life success

Black students	              +10.8%

English learners	 +8.9%

Economically 
disadvantaged students   	     	  +8.6%

Students with disabilities		  +5.8%

Black  male students             	              +10.2%

COHORT STORY
This is a Cohort Story –  

Not a One-Year Spike
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SYSTEMS CHANGE
Aligned investments across early learning 

are working together as intended

The first cohort to experience  
Ohio’s strengthened early childhood  

system from birth through K.  
Despite COVID-19 disruption.

Kindergarten Readiness Gains

WHY IT MATTERS
Kindergarten Readiness predicts  

later academic success
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EARLY INVESTMENTS 
Are Paying Off for Ohio’s Kids

RESULTS
The Results Are Real —and Significant

+7,600 MORE 
children starting 

kindergarten ready to 
learn

Fall 2024 Fall 2025

OVERALL
Readiness

Fall 2024 Fall 2025

LITERACY 
Readiness

36.6% 44.8%
45.6% 62.8%

+16,900 MORE 
children on track to be 
proficient readers by  

3rd grade

+8.2 
percentage points 

in kindergarten 
readiness


