
August 2025 

Message from the State Librarian 

 State Librarian Mandy Knapp was 

interviewed by PBS Books on the 

literary heritage of Ohio—the episode 

should come out this October! 

 Mandy attended the Geneva Public 

Library Expansion Grand Opening.  

The new expansion has a makerspace 

funded in part by federal funds  

awarded by the State Library. 

 In August, Mandy’s Listening Tour 

continued with visits to University of 

Cincinnati Libraries, Mary Lou Johnson 

Hardin County District Library, Logan 

County Libraries, Carnegie Public Library (Washington Court House), and Chillicothe and Ross County Public 

Library, and meetings with members of the State Library’s Talking Book Consumer Advisory Committee. 

Recently we asked our past and present grantees 

to highlight the impacts of federal Library Services 

and Technology Act( LSTA) grants and—Wow! I can’t 

tell you how moving these videos are. From 

safeguarding our Ohio cultural heritage to helping 

our babies become readers to helping students 

engage with new technology, I couldn’t be more 

proud of the work we do together. 

 Please take a moment to take a look at the 

videos on the State Library’s social media channels 

and see our librarians make a real change in our 

Ohio communities. I challenge you to leave with a 

dry eye. 

Highlights 

University of Cincinnati Dean and University Libarian 
Liz Kiscaden, State Librarian Mandy Knapp, and 

Associate Dean Brian Gray 

Library Director Sarah Frump and State Librarian  
Mandy Knapp in front of Carnegie Public Library in 

Washington Court House 
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 From a Talking Book 

patron who received their new DA2 Talking Book Player 

Library Services—August 2025  

Director and Staff from The Ohio State University Press visit the State Library  

 

 

This month we received our 

delivery of 744 Digital 

Advanced Player 2s from the 

National Library Service for the 

Blind and Print Disabled. We 

are currently shipping these 

newly updated talking book 

players to our patrons all across 

Ohio!   



 

 

(Left) A preview of the 2026 Collaborative Summer Library Program artwork was shared with 

Library Consultant Janet Ingraham Dwyer and other attendees of the CSLP annual meeting on 

August 5th-6th. The artwork by Tom Bonson is in support of the 2026 CSLP theme, “Unearth a 

Story.” (Right) Reimagining School Readiness workshop attendees at Licking County Library are 

guided through an exercise on practicing research-based strategies for engaging children about 

school preparedness. 

Library Programs & Development—August 2025 

https://library.ohio.gov/libraries/grants/competitive-grants
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/lsta-open-grants-8-2025
https://library.ohio.gov/libraries/grants/open-grant
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/programs/summer-and-afterschool-meals-libraries
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/programs/summer-and-afterschool-meals-libraries
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Food-and-Nutrition/Child-and-Adult-Care-Food-Program-CACFP
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Food-and-Nutrition/Child-and-Adult-Care-Food-Program-CACFP
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Food-and-Nutrition/Child-and-Adult-Care-Food-Program-CACFP
https://childrenshungeralliance.org/contact-afterschool-programs/


 

 

SEO Service Center—August 2025  

The SEO Service Center team answered over 1,851 tickets and customer calls during the month of August. 

Key service highlights include: 

• Visits were made to 

Galion Public Library and 

Gnadenhutten member 

libraries. 

• SEO Request for Proposal 

work continues to 

progress—Library 

Software Platform 

 

For the past 30 days, the Consortium experienced significant activity: 

• Over 1.04 million items were circulated. 

• 10,422 new users were created.  

• 194,042 holds were created and 188,146 holds were filled.  

• 469 interlibrary loan requests were initiated. 

• 951 support tickets were created, with 18 relayed to the software vendor. 

Mobile App Stats 2024 2025 % Change 

New Devices 4,164 2,245 -46% 

Holds Placed 28,310 33,460 18% 

App Launched 78,653 90,312 15% 

Searches 86,313 89,585 4% 

Niche Academy usage showed: 

• Heavy engagement with staff 

tutorials (1,820  views) and the 
online catalog tutorial (1,3370 
views) 

• Lower engagement with the 
Technical Services Committee (2 

view) and ASL Storytime (12 views) 
tutorials 

Patron Point Marketing e-mails showed: 

• Heavy use in Announcement and 

Newsletters being sent (280,053           
emails) 

• Medium use in Birthday/Anniversary 

campaigns (2,946 emails) 

• Light use of Winback (157 emails) and 

Coming of Age (1,441 emails) 
campaigns 



 

 

News—August 2025  

$21,679.00 in federal funds  

August 7, 2025: 

 

August 13, 2025: Federal IMLS LSTA 
Funds Used for Conservation & 
Preservation Grant Awarded to 
Cleveland Public Library  

August 19, 2025: Oak Harbor Public Library 
Enhanced Their Summer Library Programs 
Using Federal IMLS LSTA Funds Awarded by 
the State Library  

https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/new-video-series
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/new-video-series
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/lsta-open-grants-8-2025
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/lsta-open-grants-8-2025
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/lsta-open-grants-8-2025
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-midpointe-1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-midpointe-1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-midpointe-1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-midpointe-1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-cpl1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-cpl1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-cpl1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-cpl1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-oak-harbor
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-oak-harbor
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-oak-harbor
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-oak-harbor
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/new-video-series
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-midpointe-1
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/new-video-series
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-oak-harbor
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-MU-and-McComb
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-MU-and-McComb
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-MU-and-McComb
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-MU-and-McComb
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/competitive-grants-fall2025
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/competitive-grants-fall2025
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/competitive-grants-fall2025
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/competitive-grants-fall2025
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-ELSD-ACDL
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-ELSD-ACDL
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-ELSD-ACDL
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-ELSD-ACDL
https://library.ohio.gov/home/news-and-events/all-news/video-series-ELSD-ACDL
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