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Guidelines for the H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program 
Introduction and Purpose
H2Ohio is Governor Mike DeWine’s initiative to ensure safe and clean water in Ohio. It is a comprehensive, data-driven approach to improving water quality over the long term. H2Ohio focuses on encouraging agricultural best management practices and restoring and enhancing wetlands to reduce nutrients that contribute to harmful algal blooms. ODNR’s role in H2Ohio focuses on improving water quality by creating, restoring, and enhancing wetlands throughout Ohio. 

H2Ohio was first funded by the Ohio General Assembly with an investment of $172 million in the 2020-2021 biennium. This funding has allowed H2Ohio to begin the long-term process to reduce phosphorus runoff from the landscape using proven, science-based nutrient best management practices and the creation of wetlands with a water-quality focus. Since the launch of the program in 2019, ODNR has implemented more than 400 natural-infrastructure projects involving nearly 20,000 acres of ecosystem restoration.  These H2Ohio projects emphasize the ecosystem services that wetlands provide -- to slow and store flood water and absorb or remove surface-water nutrients, sediment, and pollutants that negatively affect downstream water bodies. Wetlands are also prized ecosystems because they provide a host of other benefits including critical habitat for migratory birds, threatened or endangered wildlife species, and recreational opportunities for hunters, anglers, birders, and wildlife enthusiasts.
Grant Basics
This is a reimbursement grant program that provides up-to-100 percent project funding for high quality natural-infrastructure projects focused on nutrient reduction and water quality improvement within the state of Ohio*. This grant program is state funded through Ohio’s H2Ohio program and is administered by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (“ODNR”). Projects that request partial H2Ohio funding must demonstrate that sufficient additional funding will be available to complete the project by the time the award notices are distributed.
Project Requirements
I. Types of Eligible H2Ohio Wetland or Natural-Infrastructure Projects 
· Wetland creation, restoration, and enhancement 
· Reconnecting floodplains and riparian corridors
· Stream and floodplain restoration
· Restoration of forested riparian buffers
· Dam removal and associated restoration 
· Stormwater retention and/or green infrastructure projects
II. Ineligible H2Ohio Wetland Projects
· Projects with a useful life of less than 15 years
· Projects located outside the state of Ohio 
· Partial projects that cannot be fully funded through the H2Ohio Wetland Program and cannot demonstrate the availability of supplemental funding by the time of the award notice
· Projects limited to the preservation of existing habitat
· Projects that primarily treat invasive species
· Research
· Projects intended to meet a wetland mitigation requirement 
· Projects restricted by federal easements or petition ditches without the written authorization from those entities  
H2Ohio funding is available to: Cities, villages, counties, townships, special districts such as park districts, joint recreation boards and conservancy districts, jointly sponsored projects between political subdivisions, and non-profit organizations. 
A. Applicants who previously submitted a proposal to the H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program may reapply using a proposal that was previously not funded. In such cases, the applicant must submit a new application using the updated grant materials. 
· Previously awarded applicants are eligible to submit new projects for consideration.
B. Individual private landowners are not eligible applicants; however, eligible entities (as listed above) may partner with private landowners on proposed projects that will occur on private land. 
C. An environmental covenant or similar property protection mechanism will be required on all projects. A copy of the required environmental covenant can be found attached to the H2Ohio grant page.
D.  A memorandum of understanding (MOU) must be signed between the property owner and applicant organization demonstrating a commitment to protect the project property, and permit site access for baseline monitoring by university researchers of the H2Ohio Wetland Monitoring Program. Evidence of this must be demonstrated in the grant application.  
E. If selected for funding, applicants will be responsible for project management and direct project oversight.
Grant recipients who receive funds are considered to be “suppliers” of the State of Ohio.
Grant recipients need to visit the Ohio Shared Services Supplier Operations website to create or update their Supplier Information status, to fill out an IRS W-9, and to authorize direct deposit of grant funds.

III. 	Allowable Costs
A. Basic Concept
The H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program is a reimbursement-based grant program. Grant recipients may request reimbursement for qualifying costs incurred any time after completing a signed contract agreement with ODNR. An anticipated request of an advance of funds must be identified in the grant application and must demonstrate an imminent need of expenditure. An advance request must detail how the funds will be used, provide justification for the request, and a timeline for expected disbursement of these funds. All requests will be reviewed by the H2Ohio program for approval. 

IV.	 Administration and General Responsibility
ODNR will administer the H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program and ensure both the successful performance of the project and the continued operation and maintenance of the established wetlands. ODNR will perform on-site inspections of projects to monitor and ensure compliance with the intent of the program. Further, ODNR and/or its designated partners must have reasonable physical access to the project area to conduct routine on-site monitoring activities that track nutrient reduction and other water quality improvement during the life of the project. This monitoring is for the purposes of tracking, recording, and publishing relevant data to the overall H2Ohio program. 
A. Development/Construction Project
Developing or constructing a wetland may be accomplished by contract. Project applicants must comply with all applicable state and local requirements regarding contracts and bidding. ODNR reserves the right to require the submission of plans and specifications for any development or construction project selected for funding prior to bidding and construction.
B. Discrimination Prohibited and Availability to Users
The applicant-recipient agrees that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, or disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any program or activity for which the applicant-recipient receives financial assistance. To the extent a project developed and constructed with H2Ohio funding is open to entry and use by the public, all persons regardless of race, color, religion, creed, gender, nationality, age, disability, or residence must be permitted equal access.
C. Ownership
A project applicant must own, have an easement, or have a long-term non-revocable lease for an H2Ohio funded project area. A long-term lease or easement must be for a minimum of 15 years beyond the project closeout date. 
D. Securing H2Ohio Investment: Deed Restriction Requirements
Absent compelling circumstances, a perpetual environmental covenant or comparable protection mechanism recorded on the project property deed, for the H2Ohio restored area, is expected by ODNR for all projects. For H2Ohio projects occurring on privately owned property, the following is required: Grant awards greater than $50,000, a 30-year environmental covenant. Grant awards greater than $250,000 require a perpetual environmental covenant.  A copy of ODNR’s environmental covenant can be downloaded from the grant landing page under the application.   

V. Responsibilities After H2Ohio Wetland Project Completion
A. Operation and Maintenance
All areas developed, and constructed with H2Ohio funding must receive adequate maintenance to ensure continuing water quality benefits. 
B. Retention
Grantees are obligated for the maintenance and use of the project for a minimum of 15 years beyond project close out.
C. Penalties
Failure to comply with the provisions of the H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program shall be considered just cause for ODNR to withhold future payments to a grantee, withhold action on all pending projects of the grantee for the infraction in question, and/or withhold from current or future reimbursements due to the grantee the amount of assistance previously paid out for the project(s). ODNR may also notify other state or federal agencies of the compliance failure.
Failure to complete your project within the required 2-year period will be considered when reviewing any future project application for H2Ohio grant funding. 

VI. Project Evaluation
In selecting projects for funding, the Director of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources has established criteria which must be satisfied by an applicant.  Project applications will be prioritized for funding based, in part, on the following scored criteria. 
· Project involves the improvement of water quality by reducing significant pollutant loads (nitrogen, phosphorus, sediment, or acid mine drainage) via a natural-infrastructure based approach such as wetland creation, hydrologic restoration of wetlands on hydric soils, hydrologic enhancement of existing wetlands, reconnection of a stream with floodplain habitat, creation or restoration of forested riparian buffers, streambank stabilization or restoring natural stream morphology. Project will be designed and implemented to best achieve the maximum reduction of nutrients or other identified pollutants. Projects that have the potential to remove nutrients efficiently and effectively will be given highest priority. 
· Project site has a strong hydrologic connection with the ability to intercept and/ or interact with high nutrient surface water. Site has the capacity to capture a large watershed drainage while slowing the movement of water and holding it on the landscape longer. 
· Project will be completed within two years of contract execution and in a cost-effective manner. 
· Projects that can provide a thorough list of permits required to complete their project and show prior coordination with permitting agencies (EPA, USACE, SHPO, ODNR, etc.)
· Application outlines a thorough maintenance plan for the completed restoration and demonstrates that the project site will be maintained for a minimum of 15 years after implementation. 
· Diked wetlands should provide a water management plan that describes how water levels will be maintained to focus on nutrient reduction.

Frequently Asked Questions
Can I make changes to my project after it has been selected for funding? 
All proposed grant projects are competitively reviewed and selected based on merit. Under most circumstances, grantees may not deviate from the scope of an approved project. If circumstances arise whereby a grantee requests authorization to revise the scope of an approved project, such changes may be approved at the sole discretion of the Director of ODNR or her designee.  

When is the grant deadline? 
The Northwest Ohio H2Ohio wetland grants program accepts applications all year long. 

How do I submit my grant application?
1. To submit your grant application, send the grant application and any supplemental materials to H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov 
2. The H2Ohio Administrative team will respond with a confirmation of receipt. If you do not receive this confirmation, please contact H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov

How are awarded projects selected? 
All applications undergo extensive review. ODNR staff members review and score all applications. At the completion of this process, the individual who submitted the application will be contacted if awarded.

What is meant by reimbursement? 
If your project is selected for funding, you must have adequate funds on hand to pay for costs incurred on your project. Reimbursement requests may be submitted during the grant cycle or upon close out. Receipts and proof of payment must be submitted with the request. Reimbursement turnaround is estimated at four (4) weeks.  Short term, invoice-based advancements are possible if approved by ODNR.

My project proposal includes construction on land that is owned by others. Is this allowable? 
All grant-assisted construction projects must be located on property that is owned, leased (minimum 15-year non-revocable lease with 15 years remaining at the time of project closeout) or on an easement held by the applicant.  If property negotiations are incomplete at the time of application, a signed letter of intent from the property owner is required. ODNR’s H2Ohio Program requires an environmental covenant to be placed on project work completed on private property. 
  
How long do I have to complete my project? 
Do not start the H2Ohio funded portion of your project until you have entered into a formal agreement with ODNR. You should plan to complete your H2Ohio funded portion of the project within two years of the signed contract agreement. 

What types of equipment purchases are eligible under the H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program?
Applicants are encouraged to rent equipment where possible and cost-effective or use matching funds to make those purchases. ODNR acknowledges, however, that some projects may only be completed using H2Ohio funds to procure equipment. Any equipment purchases must be specifically related to your H2Ohio project and to future maintenance of your project and should be identified in the grant application. Equipment cannot be used for other purposes that are not related to project construction and maintenance. An applicant must demonstrate, in a convincing manner, how they will ensure that all purchased equipment will be stored, maintained, and applied only to project construction and maintenance. If there is considerable doubt about the ability of the applicant to use purchased equipment for only project construction and maintenance throughout the life of the equipment, ODNR may deny the equipment purchase request.

How will the nutrient function of a completed H2Ohio wetland be assessed?
The ODNR has contracted the Lake Erie and Aquatic Research Network to assess the nutrient function of completed H2Ohio wetlands. The H2Ohio Wetland Monitoring Program is operated by a group of researchers across five regional universities. Researchers gather information about site attributes and collect water and soil samples at most projects. They collect specialty data (e.g., drone and vegetation and groundwater measurements) at a subset of projects. Researchers work with project collaborators for information-gathering and post-construction land managers for permitting and site access. For more details, collaborators can visit 
https://lakeerieandaquaticresearch.org/research/learn-initiatives/h2ohio-wmp/. 

Who can I contact if I have additional questions? 

Rachel DeNoewer 
H2Ohio Assistant Program Manager
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov
614- 705-9978

Kevin Nemer
H2Ohio Assistant Program Manager
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov
614-381-1929



H2Ohio Project Application Process & Timeline
1. SUBMISSION – The project applicant submits application to . ODNR staff reviews the proposal to determine the applicant’s and project’s eligibility and completeness of application. If the application is found to be incomplete or unacceptable, the applicant will be notified. Applicants may be given a limited opportunity to provide missing information.

2. REVIEW –All eligible proposals are reviewed by ODNR staff. Site visits may be conducted on proposed projects. Project applicants will be contacted if ODNR staff members have questions. Projects are then scored by the review team. When this process has been completed, the Director of ODNR reviews and approves all ODNR funding recommendations. 

3. APPROVAL –Project applicants are notified in writing of the status of the application(s). A selected applicant may not begin a project until a project agreement is executed between ODNR and the applicant. 

4. AGREEMENT –A contract is signed to ensure that the applicant will complete in a 2 year contracted timeline and be eligible to receive reimbursement. The contract is between the state (ODNR) and the project applicant. An executed agreement will be sent to the project applicant. An example of this agreement can be found on the ODNR H2Ohio Statewide wetlands Grant Program website. 

5. PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION – The project applicant may proceed with project construction after the grant award agreement is fully executed. Reimbursement requests may be made after funds have been in advance if approved or after expended.  

6. PROJECT COMPLETION – Projects should be completed within two years after grant agreement is signed into contract. A site inspection will be made after the project is complete; ODNR staff may also visit the project at any time during construction. A permanent H2Ohio acknowledgement sign will be provided and must be posted in a conspicuous location when the project is complete.   

APPLICATION FORM 1
General Project Information 
[bookmark: _Hlk162877585]Classification of Project Applicant (Check One)
☐ City, Village               ☐ County                        ☐ Not-for-Profit (501-C3)
☐ Township                   ☐ Park District               ☐ Conservancy District
☐ Other (Specify)  
	



Name of Agency/Organization 
	



Address, City, State, Zip Code 
	



Agency/Organization Contact Person 
	



Title
	



E-mail address 
	



Phone Number
	



Federal Tax ID Number
	



Ohio Shared Services Supplier ID (if applicable) 
	



FORM 1 Continued
Project Title:  
	



Project Type: (wetland creation, wetland restoration, floodplain restoration, etc.) 
	



Location (County, HUC 12 Watershed):   
	



12-digit Hydrologic Unit Code:  
	



GPS Coordinates: 
(Please obtain decimal degrees from google earth; Example 40.056802, -82.967852) 
	



Physical Project Address or Closest Physical Address:  
	



Total Project Funding Cost: ($)  
	



Total H2Ohio Funding Request: ($)  
	



Project Overview: Limit project description to 4-5 paragraphs. Text box can be modified to include additional text if needed. Please include in your response the following information: 
· Detail the current site hydrology including the frequency of inundation (seasonally, continuous, etc.). Include how the proposed restoration will address the current water quality issue.
· Please describe the water source (surface/subsurface) entering the project site including a description of the watershed drainage that the site will be capturing 
· Describe the current site topography and how will the topography impact the restored hydrology?
· Please describe past land use, site history, and conditions (Ex. old structures, embankments on site). 

	




Project Details
	Scope 
	Details 

	Other Project Partners: 
	 

	Project property ownership: (private, NGO, public) 
	 

	Party responsible for future maintenance: 
	 

	Funding source for future maintenance: 
	 

	Supplemental (non-H2Ohio) funds available: 
	 


 
	Impact 
	Details

	Total Project site area (acres): 
	 

	Total Restored Project areas:(acres, linear feet):
	

	Total number of restored wetland pools:
	

	Total acreage of restored wetland pools:
	

	Total acreage of upland or wetland buffer restored:
	

	Total acreage of contributing drainage area: 
	

	Yearly flooding events on site:
	

	Direction of water flow on site:
	





Write N/A if the following questions do not apply to your project
Is/are there existing groundwater or surface water pump(s) on the project site (if so, what pump(s) capacity (gpm):
	


Will new or replacement groundwater or surface water pump(s) be installed on the project site (including for dewatering during construction activities)? 
 ☐ Yes       ☐ No      
If so, please provide the following information:
· Source of water withdrawal (groundwater, surface water, combination)? If surface water, please name the body of water withdrawing from.
· What is the expected capacity of new or replacement pump(s) (gpm)?
· What is the expected location of new or replacement pump(s)?
· How many days a year will the pump(s) operate?"
· What is the expected date of installation(s)?
	



	Timelines 
	Dates 

	Estimated project start to finish (years):   
	 

	Earliest project start date upon contract executed:  
	 

	Engineering and Design and expected start date: (needed, in progress, completed) 
	 

	Permitting and expected start date: (needed, in progress, completed) 
	 

	Expected construction start date:  
	 

	Expected project completion date:
	



*Nutrient reduction calculations will not be required for application submittal for FY26/FY27

FORM 1 Continued
Scope of Work, Deliverables and Timeline
Instructions for completing the scope of work are provided in italicized font.  Item headers are provided in bold text. Tasks and Deliverables included here are provided as a template and should be customized to fit your project.  

Specific tasks include the following:  Please note that a few sentences to a paragraph of elaboration on each point below is acceptable.  
Task 1 – Conceptual Design: 
Deliverable 1 – Articulates the above task as a deliverable item.

Task 2- Engineering and Design: Explain who you will be working with to complete engineering and design, i.e. contracting with an outside firm, completing in house, etc.?  
Deliverable 2 –  Complete design report, Final plan set, endorsed by a professional engineer, etc.. The complete design report shall include 
· an executive summary of the site assessment,
· description of the project along with design goals,
· permits required for the project,
· overall site analysis and evaluation, including but not limited to geotechnical, environmental, surveying, hydrological, hydraulic, and utility considerations that are used for the final design, 
· reports of subcontractors,
· final design along with design details, including but not limited to selection of materials, building and/or structural systems, equipment, and the like.

Task 3 – Permitting:  Please outline permits needed.  For example: Ohio EPA Section 401 Water Quality Certification, US Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit, State Historic Preservation Office Section 106 review
Grantees are responsible for securing all necessary permits. Coordination with federal, state, and local permitting agencies on all H2Ohio projects is required. It is recommended that conceptual design plans be coordinated early with the following agencies to understand permitting requirements, permitting timelines, and to adjust project for avoidance/minimization measures: 
· State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO),
· Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) 401 Water Quality Certification and Isolated Wetland Permitting Section,
· ODNR Office of Real Estate – Environmental Review Services Section, 
· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (appropriate regulatory district),
· U.S. Fish and Wildlife – Ohio Ecological Services Field Office, 
· and local municipalities for floodplain permits.
Early and often project coordination with regulatory agencies will save application processing time and reduce (or eliminate!) project challenges and delays.
You can visit the following websites to submit your project for review to help determine your permitting needs:
· USFWS – Ohio Ecological Services Field Office project review
· ODNR Environmental Review
· SHPO
· USACE – Permits page, USACE Regulatory Boundaries Map
· Ohio EPA - Water Quality Certification and Isolated Wetland Permits
· Ohio EPA - National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program
Deliverable 3 – Explain permitting compliance in detail, provide any permitting documents previously obtained related to project work. And estimated timeline for each permit 

Task 4 – Implementation: State how your organization intends to carry out the project and its associated logistics.
Deliverable 4 – Once implementation is complete, what would this look like on the ground?

FORM 1 Continued
Task 5 – Construction Oversight: Please elaborate on who will be overseeing the construction of the project.  Will there be a private firm doing the construction?  Will another partner be helping with construction activities?  Please briefly explain your organizations request for proposals (RFP) process. 
Deliverable 5: i.e. as-built drawings of the site by a licensed professional engineer  

Task 6 – Project Management: 
Deliverable 6: For H2Ohio funding, periodic progress and financial reporting will be needed. 
The H2Ohio program requires all grantees to submit quarterly progress and financial reports on all projects by specific dates to fulfill reporting requirements. Templates for reporting will be provided upon successful award of grant.
FORM 1 Continued
Timeline for Project Completion
The template below should be modified to reflect the tasks listed above, allowing ODNR to gain specific insight into the scheduled progression and life cycle of your project. Once selected for funding, you will be asked to update this form on a quarterly basis.

	Project Timeline
	November
2026
	January
2027
	April
2027
	July
2027
	October
2027
	January
2028
	April
2028
	July
2028
	October
2028
	January 2029

	Design & Engineering
	Conceptual/Initial Design
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Initial coordination with regulatory agencies (ODNR, Ohio EPA, SHPO, USACE, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	30% Project Design 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	60% Project Design 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	90% Project Design 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Final Project Design
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Permitting
(Submit at 60-90% design)
	Conti. Coordination with regulatory agencies
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	USACE Section 10/404
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ohio EPA Section 404/Isolated Wetland Permit
Ohio EPA NPDES Permit
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	SHPO Section 106/ORC 149.53
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Floodplain Permitting 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Local Permitting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Construction
	Construction Groundbreaking
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Final Planting/Restoration
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Project Completion 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Post-restoration Maintenance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



*Shade boxes in the above table to indicate the range of times in which specific tasks will be completed.

APPLICATION FORM 2
Project Budget Information
1. Grants may cover costs applicable to: 
a. Cost of engineering design services performed by an outside consultant (must be incurred within project period) 
b. Direct labor costs - NOTE:  Funds may only be used to pay the salaries or wages of employees specifically for this project
c. Cost of special tradesmen secured under a service purchase agreement
d. Cost of rental equipment
e. Cost of construction contracts
f. Cost of materials purchased for the project

2. Ineligible costs for this grant include:
a. Trail construction
b. Boardwalks
c. Interpretive signage
d. Workshops, events, etc.
e. Project equipment that was not approved from the H2Ohio program

3. Project Cost Summary Chart: 
	Budget Summary 

	Reimbursable Item 
	$ Amount 

	 
	 

	Salaries and Benefits 
	 

	Travel 
	 

	Supplies 
	 

	Equipment 
	 

	Contractual 
	 

	Other 
	 

	Total Direct Expenses 
	 

	             Contractual Costs Breakdown:
	 

	
	

	Engineering Design services
	 

	Labor
	

	Rental Equipment
	

	Construction contracts
	

	Materials
	

	Indirect costs (Max 6% of total project cost)
	

	Other
	

	Total Reimbursable 
	   

	
	



FORM 2 continued
Instructions: Within the below section headings, provide detailed justification for the listed dollar amounts in the Budget Summary table above. Justification should be approximately 1 paragraph per line item. 

Applicants should document how project costs were estimated.  If appraisers, contractors, or manufacturers were consulted, or if project costs are in line with similar nearby projects, details should be provided. Identify and point out any costs that might be perceived as unreasonable and explain why your project requires these items/services. Please note: ODNR reserves the right to deem certain project costs as unreasonable and will either cost-share in these costs at a reduced level or not at all. When a situation such as this arises, ODNR will alert the project applicant of our decision prior to awarding any funding to a particular project. 

Salaries and Benefits: ($) 
Describe how the requested amount reflects coverage of any personnel costs for the completion of the H2Ohio project.  Be sure to include information on any fringe benefits that would be covered by this amount.  
 
Travel: ($)   
 
Supplies: ($) 
 
Equipment: ($) 
 
Contractual (Include Construction Estimate): ($)
 
Other: ($) 

Additional Project Funding
Please list any funds from other sources that will be used in conjunction with H2Ohio grant funds for your project, if applicable. 

Check all that apply:        

Source of In-kind funds_______________	Funding Amount: ________________

[bookmark: _Hlk162879166]Source of local funds _________________   Funding Amount: ________________

Source of state funds   _________________  Funding Amount: ________________
	
Source of federal funds_________________ Funding Amount: ________________

APPLICATION FORM 3
Additional Questions
1. Operation and Maintenance 
Please describe in detail the 15-year long term maintenance program for your project and all persons and/or groups that will assist in this program. What type of maintenance will you be performing on the site; how often will you be performing this maintenance. How does this project fit in with your organization’s goals? Will there be regularly scheduled activities held on the site. (2-3 paragraph response)
*If your project contains a diked or embanked wetland please describe in detail how water levels will be managed to maximize nutrient reduction on site.
	



2. Previous ODNR Projects
Please list any ODNR H2Ohio or Non-H2Ohio grant funded restoration projects carried out by your organization within the last five years. 
	



3. Other Funding Opportunities
If your application is not selected for funding through this grant program, does ODNR’s H2Ohio Program have permission, at its discretion*, to share this project proposal with other potential funding sources for consideration? 

☐ Yes             
☐ No
☐ Please inquire with applicant first

*By sharing a project proposal, ODNR is in no way guaranteeing future project funding.

APPLICATION FORM 4
Resolution of Authorization
Below is an example of a suggested form for a resolution of authorization to be passed by the governing body of a government agency or a private organization. A resolution of authorization document can be attached to an applicant’s grant application or sent as a separate document to H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov. Please reference your original project application in the subject line. 

Any applicant may use such means as an ordinance or resolution to authorize filing of their application. In this case, a signed certified copy of such an ordinance or resolution must be included with each application. 

WHEREAS, the State of Ohio, through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, administers financial assistance for water quality improvement projects, through the H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program. 

WHEREAS, the ________________________________________ desires H2Ohio funding. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the ___________________________________ as follows: 

1. That the ________________________________________ approves filing an application for 
(name of applicant) 
H2Ohio funding.

2. That __________________________________ is hereby authorized and directed to execute 
(local coordinator) 
and file an application with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and to provide all information and documentation required to become eligible for possible funding. 

3. That the _________________________________ does agree to obligate the funds required 
(name of applicant)
to satisfactorily complete the proposed project and become eligible for reimbursement under the terms and conditions of the Ohio River Basin H2Ohio Wetland Grant Program. 

CERTIFICATE OF RECORDING OFFICER 
I, the undersigned, hereby certify, that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the ____________________________ held on _______ day of __________________20_____, and that I am duly authorized to execute this certificate. 

_________________________________________         __________________________________
(Original signature)					      (title) 

ATTACHMENT I: Plans and Maps 
The following plans, maps, and pictures are required for all development and enhancement projects: Plans and maps need not be professionally drawn, but must be complete, accurate, and to scale.

1. Evidence of ownership of all parcels or signed statements from property owners on which you plan to develop your project, which may include a copy of the recorded deed(s) to confirm ownership of the project site. Project applicants must own or have a long-term (min. 15 years past project closeout), non-revocable lease, or easement on all grant project properties.

2. Plan(s) clearly illustrating your development and/or enhancement proposal. These can be master plans, site plans, and/or preliminary construction drawings. On all plans, please provide a clear differentiation between the following: 
· Proposed project submitted for grant funding
· Planned development that is not a part of this grant application
· Existing site elements  
· All existing easements 
· The boundary of the project area must be shown, establishing the limits of H2Ohio funding commitment. 
· A legend that identifies the proposed restoration practices that will be used on the project site

3. Pictures of the proposed project site should be included in your application. Please include pictures of the site that describe current condition (streambank erosion, degraded wetland, agricultural fields, invasive species, sensitive habitat to protect) or examples of what finished project may look like (nearby high-quality floodplains, similar completed restoration projects, stream channel with functioning banks and meanders). Applicants will need to send their application, maps, photos, and other attachments to H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov. 

Changes in Project Scope 
All proposed grant projects are competitively scored and selected based on merit.  Under most circumstances, a grantee may not deviate from the scope of an approved project.  The scope of an approved project is described in the grant award agreement and is based upon the original grant application.  For these reasons, ODNR will avoid the approval of significant changes to approved projects to maintain the integrity of the selection process that is centered on the merit of the original proposal. Scopes of work that are altered after contract signatures are in place may negatively affect future project scoring for that organization. 

All requests for project scope changes before the executed contract must be submitted in writing to: H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov. After the contract has been executed, grantees must discuss possible changes in project scope with their designated ODNR project lead. 


Grant Application Checklist
· Form 1  General Project Information 
· Form 2  Project Budget Information
· Form 3  Additional Questions
· Form 4  Resolution of Authority
· Attachment I	 Plans, Maps, Pictures 
· Attachment II MOU between landowner and applicant, if needed based on project type
· Application is formatted as a single, searchable .pdf file 
· Application has been submitted to H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov
· Applicant has received a confirmation email from the H2Ohio administrative team that the grant application has been accepted.
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