RFQ Question and Answer List
 State of Ohio Standard Forms and Documents	
Project Name	Holmes Hospital Renovation	 Project Number 25181B	
Project Location	200 Albert Sabin Way, Cincinnati, OH 45220


Date posted: 04.01.26
Date revised: 04.14.26

Below are the questions that have been received to date for the RFQ of the above-referenced project:
1. The RFQ lists an April 21 response deadline and notes that shortlisted firms will receive the project program. When do you anticipate notifying shortlisted firms following the submission deadline, and what is the expected timeframe for interviews and final selection?
A. Goal is to shortlist within a week with interviews being scheduled 1-2 weeks after the shortlist is issued depending on in house availability.
2. The anticipated schedule shows Criteria Architect services running from May through December 2026, with a construction start in March 2027. Can you confirm that the Criteria A/E scope includes Concept and Schematic Design only, and that this schedule aligns with the planned construction start?
A. A second RFQ will go out for a Design Build team for construction. The intent is for criteria to provide concept and schematic design with a cross over/hand off period to the Design build teams designers of record.
3. Will a separate RFQ or RFP be issued for Architect of Record services, and if so, what is the anticipated procurement and selection timeframe?
A. Separate RFQ will be issued for a Design Build team in late spring.
4. Is national firm experience a significant factor in the selection process, or would a partnership between a national firm and a local or regional firm be viewed favorably?
A. For criteria design, there is no preference.
5. Will the Criteria A/E be expected to validate or refine the program, or should firms assume the program is largely fixed once issued?
A. Program will need to be validated and refined.
6. The RFQ notes the selected C-A/E team shall not also provide an A/E of record services. Is a criteria architect or consultant firm also precluded from being part of the selected Design Build team?
A. Yes
7. Is a Cincinnati based location considered essential for the selected criteria architecture firm or A/E of record for the Design Build team?
A. No

8. Will the project program provided by UC include detailed room data sheets and adjacency requirements, or primarily high-level space allocations?
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A. High Level space allocations that consider adjacency requirements.
9. What level of coordination is anticipated between the Criteria A/E and the Design-Builder during preconstruction?
A. Enough collaboration to understand the criteria design and have the Design Builder assemble an updated cost estimate.
10. Are firms expected to include all engineering disciplines and specialty consultants (such as FF&E or healthcare planning) within the Criteria A/E team, or will some consultants be owner-retained?
A. No owner retained consultants during criteria design beyond the Criteria A/E team.
11. Delivery: it is identified as Design-Build, but most of the language is consistent with a CMaR model. Can you clarify?
A. A second RFQ will be issued for a Design Build team for Designers of Record and Construction. The intent is for the criteria team to provide criteria design with a cross over/hand off period to the Design build teams designers of record.
12. Scope of Services: Third paragraph in Section B states "Concept and Design Criteria, and Schematic Design"; however, other text indicate a full service (design-construction). Can you clarify?
A. This RFQ is for criteria design only. Designer of Record documents by the future Design Build team.


13. Fee: The brief states 1.5% to 1.75%. This number seems low given the various disciplines described in Section G. This issue also relates to question 2 above. Can you elaborate?
A. This RFQ is for criteria design only. Designer of Record documents by the future Design Build team.
14. Pre-Proposal meeting: Forgive me if I overlooked it, but I don't recall seeing a time for a call. Will there be a Q&A before the submittal? Similarly, will tours be allowed before the submittal?
A. No meeting or tours planned or scheduled. Please submit all questions in writing and I’ll respond and post publicly on the OFCC Website. Shortlisted firms will receive the schematic test fit as well as the existing building assessment for the building as noted in the RFQ.

15. Is the Holmes Hospital currently served by the University’s Central Utility Plant? If not, does UC intend to connect it as part of this project?
A. Holmes is served by the East Campus Utility Plant.
16. Section D of the RFQ indicates December of 2026 as substantial completion of all work. Can you confirm this is referring to the Concept and Criteria and Schematic Design phases?
A. Correct, anticipated substantial completion Concept and Criteria and Schematic Design phases.
25181B
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17. Will the remainder of the C-A/E’s services, including Preconstruction (DD and CD), Best Value Selection, and Construction and Closeout phases of the project, follow the requirements of document M110-53, Exhibit B – Criteria A/E Scope of Services (Design-Build Project)?
A. Amended response – This project will be following OFCC Professional Service Agreements for Public Facility Construction for Design Build Projects including Articles 1 and 2 in their entirety per M110-53. If timing requires best value services to be required, an add service agreement will be provided at that time. For this RFQ, articles 3, 4, 5 & 6 of M110-53 will not apply.
18. Section F of the RFQ states a zero percent EDGE Participation Goal. Does this mean EDGE participation will be zeroed out on item 3.b. of the Rating Form, or will 1 point be awarded for every 2 percent increase above zero percent?
A. Yes – Edge is not a project requirement and as such, scores will be a default zero on the scoresheet until OFCC updates their standard forms.
19. Does the University have a LEED certification goal or other sustainability goals beyond those listed in section 1.2 of document M110-53, Exhibit B – Criteria A/E Scope of Services (Design-Build Project)?
A. No additional goals. This project will follow the OFCC Professional Service Agreements for Public Facility Construction for Design Build Projects.
20. Can you provide additional clarity to the scope of the anticipated dining facility? Will the scope include any market and/or operations analysis?
A. Planning to include a Sodexo operated UC Café in the building to serve the new College of Nursing.
21. The RFQ describes programming and schematic A/E services to renovate an existing hospital building. Under section B. there are 10 items for the relevant project experience matrix to be used to populate Section F of the Statement of Qualifications (Form F110-330). Noted in the list of 10 are item 8. Experience with tenant fit outs of leased space and item 9. Experience with BOMA standards. The type of projects we would highlight that would align with renovating a hospital building into a higher education College of Nursing do not typically include tenant fit outs and associated BOMA standards for leased spaces. Is there are expectation that the project will include tenant fit outs and leased spaces? If so, would these be offices spaces, retail, or dining spaces?
A. There is likely going to be white box space for sub leased tenant fit out offices as well as the potential for a sub leased tenant fit out dining space in the project.
22. Is the C-A/E team responsible for an Environmental Assessment. It is not in the basic or additional services list.
A. No, Environmental Assessment will be by others.
23. Does UC have drawings including topography of the existing surrounding site and/or the existing Hospital facility?


A. Yes.
24. Is UC aware of any outstanding deferred maintenance items that need immediate attention to protect the asset to be reused? Roofing Replacement design was specifically called out in the relevant scope of work (B).
A. It is expected that the majority of entirety of the facility will be renovated/upgraded as part of this project.
25. Can you share the UC Stakeholder structure for this project?
A. UC PDC and the College of Nursing. Justin Jones will be the university contact and point person for the project.
26. The EDGE participation goal is listed as zero however the rating form item #3b. assigns a value of 0-5 for EDGE consultant participation. Can you please clarify?
A. Edge is not a project requirement and as such, scores will be a default zero on the scoresheet until OFCC updates their standard forms.


*** Please refer to question 17 for an amended response to previous Q&A postings. ***
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